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E  Er  ORT . 


To  the  Senate  and  General  A%Bemhly  of  the  State  of  Xeiv  Jersey : 

In  laying  before  you,  as  required  by  law,  my  annual  report,  were  I 
to  say  that  the  amount  of  money  expended  for  educational  purposes 
during  the  past  year  is  less,  or  the  interest  in  our  common  schools 
appears  to  have  decreased,  the  announcement  would  occasion  no  aston¬ 
ishment  in  view  of  those  circumstances  to  which  we  have,  of  late, 
been  so  accustomed  to  look  as  a  reasonable  apology  for  much  that  is 
to  be  lamented  in  the  condition  of  things  both  public  arid  private. 
"With  what  surprise  and  gratification,  then,  will  you  learn  that  during 
no  one  year  since  the  inauguration  of  our  public  school  system,  has 
the  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  public  instruction 
equalled  the  sum  reported  by  me  at  this  time ;  and  that  our  schools 
have  never  been  more  prosperous,  or  more  dearly  prized,  as  may  be 
seen  by  the  statistical  tables  and  other  evidences  herewith  presented. 
I  ought  not  to  make  this  statement,  without  testifying,  at  the  same 
time,  to  the  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  New  Jersey 
to  secure  for  their  posterity  the  inestimable  blessings  of  education,  and 
without  assuring  you  of  their  disposition  in  the  appointment  of  dis¬ 
trict  and  township  officers  to  place  in  power  men  whose  interest  in  the 
cause,  and  whose  fidelity  to  their  trust,  can  be,  at  all  times,  relied 
upon.  I  have  had  every  opportunity  to  judge  of  the  public  feeling  in 
regard  to  educational  matters,  and  can  confidently  assert  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  wish  good  schools,  that  they  are  willing  to  be  taxed  for  their  sup¬ 
port,  and  that  they  are  grateful  for  every  facility  which  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  afford  them  to  this  end.  Such  are  the  hearty  and  undisguised 
sentiments  of  the  masses  of  the  people ;  and  if,  in  any  instance,  our 
public  schools  are  not  what  they  should  be,  the  fault  is  not  with  the 
majority,  but  with  a  few  individuals  who,  for  selfish  considerations, 
are  willing  to  oppose  and  stifle  the  noblest  and  most  beniflcent  pur¬ 
pose  in  the  world.  Every  where  throughout  the  state  the  cry  that 
comes  from  the  people  is  :  “  Let  us  have  good  teachers,  good  school 
houses,  and  everything  that  is  necessary  to  secure  good  schools  !”  In 
every  county  have  I  been  met  with  the  question  :  “  Why  does  not 

the  Legislature  do  more  to  promote  the  cause  of  education  among 
us?”  ‘‘The  State,”  say  the  people,  “gives  for  educational  purpo¬ 
ses,  eighty  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  requires  us  to  raise  eighty 
thousand  dollars  more ;  but  we  raise  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  more ; 
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and  certainly  the  State  should  recognize  our  efforts,  and  appear 
to  listen  to  our  demands  by  granting  an  occasional  appropriation 
for  the  benefit  of  our  schools.  It  may  be  a  duty  on  the  part  of 
tlie  Legislature  to  vote  money  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  our 
armed  foes ;  but  ignorance  is  a  foe  whose  silent  invasions  are  infi¬ 
nitely  more  to  be  dreaded  than  all  the  swords  and  bayonets  that  ever 
threatened  us.  Let  money  be  voted  for  any  purpose  that  impera¬ 
tively  demands  it,  but  let  us  not  be  deceived  by  the  idea  that  the 
most  dangerous  enemies  of  the  republic  are  clad  in  steel  and  armed 
with  guns.  Such  is  not  the  case  ;  and  if  we  are  truly  patriotic  and 
truly  wise,  we  will  suffer  nothing  to  be  left  undone  which  can 
strengthen  and  render  more  effective  our  excellent  system  of  public 
instruction.” 

Such  being  the  import  of  the  language  which  comes  to  me  continu¬ 
ally  from  every  section  of  the  state,  I  cannot  refrain  from  repeating 
it  to  you,  while  I  urge  the  importance  of  granting  every  facility  in 
your  power  for  increasing  the  advantages  afforded  by  our  schools.  . 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  here  the  largest  sura  of  money  ever 
expended  in  this  state  for  educational  purposes,  during  any  single 
year,  a  sum  exceeding  by  $10,000  the  aggregate  increase  of  the  three 
preceeding  years,  and  greater  by  $43,142  59  than  the  sum  last  re¬ 
ported  to  you.  This  large  increase  is  due  entirely  to  a  willingness  on 
the  part  of  the  people  to  be  taxed  for  the  support  of  schools.  In 
fact,  the  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax,  this  year,  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  schools  and  for  the  building  and  furnishing  school  houses  is 
greater  than  that  raised  last  year  by  $50,418  06. 

One  hundred  and  thirteen  additional  schools  have  been  established 
and  maintained  during  the  year ;  and  the  need  of  these  you  will  ad¬ 
mit,  on  learning  that  the  number  of  children  instructed  is  greater  by 
nearly  eleven  thousand  than  that  given  in  my  last  report.  The  whole 
number  of  schools,  as  shown  by  the  tables  annexed,  is  1682.  Of 
these  684  have  been  entirely  free,  or  nearly  so,  during  a  great  por¬ 
tion  of  the  year.  Only  44  of  these  schools  are  distinguished  as 
schools  under  the  care  of  religious  societies,  or  denominations  of 
Christians,  and  entitled,  under  the  12th  section  of  the  act,  to  a  share 
of  the  public  money.  The  sum  received  by  them  is  comparatively 
small,  being  only  $7,456  18.  Some  of  these  schools,  especially  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  state,  are  very  flourishing,  and  aflbrd  supe¬ 
rior  advantages  for  instruction. 

Complaints  having  been  frequently  made  to  me  that  the  public 
money  Avas  unlawfully  used  for  the  support  of  private  schools,  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  am  glad  to  say  that 
this  misapplication  of  the  public  funds  is  not  so  great  as  I  had  reason 
to  apprehend.  Only  twenty-one  private  schools  have,  during  the 
past  year  received  a  portion  of  these  funds ;  and  the  Avhole  amount 
apportioned  to  them,  does  not  exceed  $3,400.  School  officers  who 
thus  misapply  the  money  intended  only  to  maintain  public  schools 
are,  of  course,  personally  responsible,  and  may  be  compelled  to  re- 
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fund  it.  I  believe,  however,  that  in  every  instance,  in  which  this  has 
been  done,  the  school  officer  was  under  the  impression  that  the  money 
apportioned  to  a  district,  could  be  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  such 
district  for  the  instruction  of  their  children  in  any  school  which  they 
might  severally  select.  Were  such  a  disposition  of  the  public  money 
to  become  grenerah  it  must  be  seen  that  our  common  schools  would 
gradually  be  superseded  by  private  establishments. 

Very  serious  inconvenience  and  frequent  controversies  arise  from 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  law  with  regard  to  the  application  of 
the  public  money.  In  unincorporated  districts,  where  the  letter  of 
the  law  is  closely  adhered  to,  there  is  an  absolute  dearth  of  all  the 
more  important  material  aids  to  study  and  instruction.  The  school 
houses  20  to  decay ;  and  as  to  the  comforts  and  conveniences  so  es- 
eential  to  education,  they  are  utterly  wanting.  It  was  in  view  of  this, 
that  I  drew  your  attention,  just  now,  to  the  appeals  so  frequently 
made  to  me  by  the  people ;  and  I  cannot  too  earnestly  call  upon  you 
to  do  something  by  which  our  poorly  furnished  school  houses  may  be 
supplied  with  a  few,  at  least,  of  the  necessary  aids  to  study. 

The  article  in  my  last  annual  report  entitled  “  Statistics,”  and 
which  you  ordered  to  be  printed  in  a  separate  form,  for  distribution 
among  school  officers,  has  served  to  secure  more  full  and  more  relia¬ 
ble  information  concerning  the  condition  of  our  public  schools  than  I 
have  ever  yet  been  able  to  present.  The  reports  of  Town  Superin¬ 
tendents  have  been  sent  to  me  with  unusual  promptness,  and,  although 
in  some  instances  I  am  sure  they  are  inaccurate,  it  may  be  safely 

*  '  4, 

affirmed  that  the  tables  annexed  are  as  correct  as  the  majority  of 
those  compiled  from  the  statements  of  such  a  multitude  of  persons. 
The  figures  in  these  tables  indicating  the  number  of  children  that 
have  attended  school  three,  six,  nine  and  twelve  months,  will  be  found, 
by  inspection,  to  be  in  several  cases,  wrong;  but  the  errors  are  unim¬ 
portant,  and  do  not  affect  materially  the  grand  result.  There  is  not 
an  item  that  does  not  show  a  great  improvement  in  our  public  schools 
upon  the  last,  or  any  previous  year. 

According  to  these  tables  the  sums  of  money  raised  and  appro¬ 
priated  for  education,  during  the  year  ending  December  15,  1863,  are 
as  follows : 

Raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,  §403,190  71 

Raised  by  tax  for  building,  repairing,  and  furnishing 

school  houses,  41,593  47 

Received  from  the  State,  77, *375  52 

Received  from  other  sources,  81,181  92 


§603,341  62 

These  items  do  not,  however,  include  all  the  moneys  raised  and 

'  '  _  4 

appropriated  for  educational  purposes.  The  sum  received  from  the 
State  is  not  fully  reported.  A  more  reliable  and  perfect  statement 
may  be  given  as  follows  : 

Ry  the  State,  for  the  support  of  the  Normal  School,  §10,000  00 


8 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


By  the  State,  for  the  support  of  the  Farnum  Prepara¬ 
tory  School,  1,200  00 

By  the  State,  for  the  support  of  public  schools,  80,000  00 

Raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,  403,190  71 

Raised  by  tax  for  the  building,  repairing,  and  furnish¬ 
ing  school  houses,  41,593  47 

Received  from  other  sources,  81,181  92 


§017,166  10 

I  might  add  that  by  comparing  the  sums  reported  to  me  by  nine¬ 
teen  townships,  with  the  expenses  which  said  townships  must  have 
incurred  in  order  to  have  maintained  their  schools,  as  claimed  to  have 
been  done  by  them,  I  find  that  at  least  §22,329  00  ought  to  be  added 
to  the  above  sum,  which  would  make  the  total  amount  for  the  support 
of  public  schools  during  the  past  year,  §639,494  10. 

teachers’  institutes. 

During  the  past  year  Teachers’  Institutes  have  been  held  in  every 
county,  as  follows ; 


County. 

Time  of  Meeting. 

Place. 

Atlantic, 

September  14, 

Hammonton. 

Bergen, 

October  5, 

Hackensack. 

Burlington, 

June  15, 

Tuckerton. 

Camden, 

November  30, 

Camden. 

Cape  May, 

August  3, 

Court  House. 

Cumberland, 

May  25, 

Mauricetown. 

Essex, 

March  30, 

Newark. 

Gloucester, 

August  3, 

Woodburv. 

%/ 

Hudson, 

October  26, 

Bergen. 

Hunterdon, 

September  28, 

Ringoes. 

Mercer, 

October  12, 

Lawrenceville. 

Middlesex, 

July  20, 

New  Brunswick. 

Monmouth, 

November  19, 

Middletown. 

Morris, 

September  28, 

Morristown. 

Salem, 

August  17, 

Allowaystown. 

Ocean, 

December  14, 

New  Egypt. 

Passaic, 

October  19, 

Little  Falls. 

Somerset, 

August  31, 

Pluckamin. 

Sussex, 

November  9, 

Sparta. 

Union, 

April  6, 

Plainfield. 

Warren, 

July  20, 

Hackettstown. 

I  can  add  but  very  little  to  what  I  have  already  said,  at  different 
times,  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  these  auxilliaries  to  the  cause  of 
education.  During  the  past  year  they  have  been  employed  with  great 
success,  though  I  regret  to  say  that,  in  two  or  three  instances,  all  the 
good  to  be  derived  from  them  has  not  been  realized.  In  these  cases 
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the  preparations  have  been  too  hasty ;  teachers  have  not  been  duly 
notified  by  those  charged  with  making  the  arrangements,  and  jeal¬ 
ousies  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  impair  their  efficacy. 

It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  for  one  individual  to  make  everything 
satisfactory  to  a  large  body  of  persons,  each  having  his  own  views, 
and  all  more  or  less  attached  to  different  instructors  and  different 
theories  that  cannot  be  brought  into  service,  at  one  and  the  same 
time.  Experience  convinces  me  that  the  arrangements  for  an  Insti¬ 
tute  should  be  made  by  the  teachers  and  school  officers  of  the  county 
in  which  it  is  held.  Meetings  should  be  called  for  this  purpose,  and 
local  committees,  consisting  of  active  and  influential  persons,  should 
be  seasonably  appointed.  Every  one  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
present  his  views  of  what  is  best  to  be  done  in  the  premises,  and, 
when  the  time  arrives,  all  yielding  to  the  judgment  of  the  majority, 
should  enter  honestly  and  zealously  upon  the  work. 

If  township  and  district  school  officers  would  take  a  little  more 
interest  in  this  matter,  our  public  schools,  in  all  directions,  would  be 
greatly  benefitted.  The  object  of  Institutes  is  not  only  to  bring 
before  teachers  new  and  improved  methods  of  instruction,  but  to  stir 
up  the  people  to  the  necessity  of  earnest  and  untiring  efforts  to 
establish  and  maintain  good  schools.  This  is  the  intention  of  the  law 
which  enables  every  county  to  take  advantage  of  them  ;  and  no  school 
officer  is  faithful  to  his  duty  who  fails  to  do  what  he  can  to  secure  all 

t/ 

the  good  that  can  be  realized  from  them. 

TEACHERS. 

Throughout  the  four  years  of  my  superintendency  it  has  been  my 
practice  to  attend  every  Teachers’  Institute  at  which  it  was  possible 
for  me  to  be  present ;  and  in  this,  and  other  ways,  I  have  been  able 
to  become  personally  and  familiarly  acquainted  with  hundreds  of  those 
who  are  intrusted  with  the  education  of  our  youth.  I  have  felt  an 
interest  in  them  which  ten  years  of  executive  service  in  the  same  field 
could  not  fail  to  render  equivalent  to  a  fraternal  feeling.  But  even 
under  other  circumstances  I  could  not  do  otherwise  than  say  of  the 
teachers  of  New  Jersey  that,  as  a  body,  they  are  not  surpassed  in 
point  of  moral  worth  and  influence,  as  well  as  intellectual  force  and 
culture,  by  any  other  body  of  our  citizens.  Were  it  a  matter  of  im¬ 
portance,  I  could  support  this  assertion  with  abundant  proof,  collected 
not  only  from  all  the  walks  of  peaceful  life,  but  from  the  fields  of 
martial  strife,  where  scores  of  them  have  fought  and  bled,  and  then 
returned,  as  from  a  holiday  excursion,  to  resume  their  toil. 

An  opportunity  like  this  would  not  be  fully  improved  were  I  to 
refrain  from  uttering  a  few,  at  least,  of  the  thoughts  that  fill  my 
mind,  as  this  great  army  in  the  cause  of  learning  start  up  before  me. 
Upon  you  the  representatives  of  the  State  for  whose  future  welfare 
they  are  laboring,  they  have  claims  which  cannot  be  ignored,  and 
whatever  you  can  do  to  facilitate  their  work,  is,  simply,  so  much 
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(lone  in  serving  the  best  interests  of  your  constituents,  and  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  cause  of  God  and  humanity. 

The  teacher,  as  you  all  know,  is  the  fashioner  not  only  of  the  gen- 
Cjration  that  follows  him,  but  of  generations  whose  number  none  can 
tell.  There  is  no  laborer  commissioned  by  the  Almighty  whose  re¬ 
sponsibilities  are  more  weighty;  no  laborer  the  seal  of  whose  com¬ 
mission  will  be  more  closely  scrutinized  when  the  day  of  reckoning 
comes ;  no  laborer  who  will  be  more  largely  rewarded  for  fidelity  to 
Ills  trust  or  who  will  be  more  fearfully  punished  for  negligence  of 
duty. 

In  the  teacher  every  member  of  society  has  an  interest ;  an  inter¬ 
est  in  his  intellectual  acquirements,  an  interest  in  his  abilities  as  an 
instructor,  in  his  judgment  as  a  disciplinarian,  and  in  his  character  as 
a  man.  It  is  hardly  possible  always  to  secure  excellency  in  all  these 
particulars,  but,  at  the  same  time,  there  is  no  excuse  for  placing  our 
public  schools  under  the  care  of  persons  utterly  destitute  of  them. 
The  fault  too  frequently  lies  with  school  olScers,  who  do  not  always 
know  what  is  requisite  in  a  teacher,  and  who,  in  some  instances,  can¬ 
not  distinguish  between  a  good  school  and  a  poor  school ;  and  even 
when  they  are  capable  of  judging,  it  often  happens  that  through 
their  negligence  of  duty  a  community  is  made  to  suffer. 

Feeling  deeply  the  importance  of  this  subject,  and  desiring  earn¬ 
estly  to  (io  all  in  my  power  to  advance  the  cause  of  education  among 
us,  I  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  here  afforded  to  make  a  few 
suggestions  in  regard  to  school  work  which  I  trust  will  not  be  without 
some  value  to  school  officers,  to  teachers,  and  to  all  who  feel  an  inter¬ 
est  in  these  matters. 

To  begin,  then,  let  me  say  that  boys  and  girls  do  not  enter  the 
school  room  for  the  first  time  with  mischievous  and  rebellious  inten¬ 
tions  in  their  hearts ;  nor  do  they  enter  it  Avith  an  abhorrence  of 
learning,  or  a  deliberate  determination  to  be  idle.  It  is  true  that 
they  enter  it  sometimes  with  a  little  trepidation,  and  a  good  deal  of 
reluctance,  for  they  have  heard  of  the  rattan  and  they  have  heard  of 
the  hard  lessons  which  they  must  learn,  or  be  kept  in  from  their 
plays,  or  otherwise  punished ;  and  then,  perhaps,  father  or  mother 
lias  said  to  them  ‘‘Now,  John,  now  Sally,  you  are  going  to  begin 
school  to-day,  and  you  must  study  like  everything,  for  if  you  don’t 
you’ll  be  flogged,  and  you’ll  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  be  ashamed  of 
yourselves,  all  through  life.  Now  mind  what  I  tell  you — the  first 
time  you  get  whipped  in  school.  I’ll  whip  you  twice  as  much  when  you 
come  home.”  I  say  there  are  circumstances  which  sometimes  com¬ 
bine  to  make  a  child’s  entrance  upon  the  duties  of  a  pupil  exceed¬ 
ingly  unpleasant  to  him,  but  notwithstanding  this,  all  children  have  a 
love  of  what  is  new  to  them,  and  this  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
a  love  of  learning.  To  take  advantage  of  this  inherent  and  univer¬ 
sal  disposition  of  human  nature  is  the  first  business  of  the  teacher ; 
and  upon  his  promptness  to  do  this,  must  he  depend  for  the  establish- 
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ment  and  maintenance  of  that  respect  and  authority  so  essential  to 
his  own  comfort  and  to  the  well  being  of  those  committed  to  his  care. 

The  very  first  communication  which  a  teacher  makes  to  his  assem¬ 
bled  pupils,  when  he  thus  meets  them  for  the  first  time,  should  please 
and  interest  them  ;  and  not  only  this,  but  it  should  add  to  the  stock 
of  ideas  which  they  already  possess.  He  should  show  them  that  he 
has  a  fund  of  knowledge  of  which  they  cannot  boast ;  and  should,  at 
once,  commence  to  impart  it  in  such  a  way  as  will  lead  them  to  lend 
an  attentive  ear  whenever  his  lips  are  open.  Respect  is  the  legiti¬ 
mate  and  immediate  sequence  of  such  a  measure.  On  the  one  side, 
there  is  a  modest  claim  of  superiority  sustained  by  evidence ;  on  the 
other  there  is  a  tacit  and  involuntary  admission  of  it,  which  need  only 
to  be  kept  unretracted.  In  the  presence  of  his  pupils,  the  teacher 
should  never  forget  that  he  is  a  teacher ;  and  when  I  say  teacher^  I 
do  not  mean  overseer,  or  task-master,  or  slave  driver,  or  spy,  or  eves- 
dropper,  or  any  such  disagreeable  thing.  I  mean  teacher,  I  mean 
minister  to  the  child’s  intellectual  wants  and  pleasures.  When  the 
teacher  feels  himself  to  be  a  teacher,  then  is  it  that  the  child  respects 
him  ;  and  the  respect  of  the  child  is  the  measure  of  the  teacher's 
real  authority. 

But  a  person  is  not  a  teacher,  simply  because  he  possesses  a  large 
fund  of  knowdedge,  and  a  perfect  familiarity  with  the  elements  of 
learning.  While  the  want  of  these  must  embarrass  him,  and  eventu¬ 
ally  render  him  a  laughing  stock  to  his  pupils,  they  do  not  constitute 
the  sum  total  of  what  is  essential  to  success.  Intellectual  accom¬ 
plishments  are  much ;  and  their  splendor  and  their  diversity  are 
quickly  seen  and  marked  by  the  young ;  but  the  eyes  and  thoughts 
of  the  child  are  everywhere  and  ever  busy,  and  the  little  world  of  the 
school  room  is  only  a  miniature  of  the  greater  world  without.  It  has- 
its  joj^s  and  its  sorrows,  its  hopes  and  its  fears,  its  jealousies  and  its 
rivalries.  It  has  its  spies,  its  critics,  its  news-mongers,  its  incendiaries, 
its  reformers,  its  orators,  and  its  champions ;  and  the  teacher,  though 
he  be  as  resplendent  as  the  sun,  cannot  conceal  his  spots,  if  any  he 
have,  from  the  young  and  indefatigable  philosophers,  who  measure  all 
his  movements  and  pry  persistently  into  all  his  secrets.  Intellectual 
acquirements  will  avail  him  nothing,  if  he  fall  short  in  other  essen¬ 
tials  ;  and  the  one  thin"  which  he  needs  will  not  fail  to  be  discovered 
by  those  around  him.  For  the  encounters  of  the  school  room,  then, 
the  teacher  must  be  fully  armed.  He  must  not  forget  that  his  busi^ 
ness  is  to  teach ;  and  he  must  not  fancv  that  the  lessons  which  he 
gives  are  all  studied  from  the  printed  pages  which  he  spreads  before 
his  pupils  eyes.  Every  motion  that  he  makes  is  to  them  a  book  re¬ 
plete  with  interest  and  instruction.  Every  glance  of  his  eye  fur¬ 
nishes  food  for  their  cogitations.  Every  tone  of  his  voice  sets  their 
active  brain  in  movement. 

When  the  teacher  know's  and  feels  all  this ;  and  when  he  feels,  too, 
that  he  is  not  only  able  to  make  clear  and  beautiful  to  his  pupils,  the 
abstrusities  of  science,  but  that  he  can  bid  them  to>  study  and  copy 
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him  in  every  item  of  his  conduct,  then,  indeed  must  he  feel  that  he  is 
a  teacher,  and  then  must  he  secure  the  respect  of,  and  all  needed  au¬ 
thority  over  those  committed  to  his  care. 

Great  results  are  never  obtained  except  through  systematic  opera¬ 
tions  ;  and  this  is  a  lesson  which,  on  organizing  his  school,  the  teacher 
has  an  opportunity  to  impress  upon  his  pupils.  They  can  easily  un¬ 
derstand  that  without  some  definite  plan  of  procedure,  very  little  can 
be  accomplished ;  and  by  proper  management,  he  can  enlist  their  in¬ 
terest  and  their  services  in  the  preparation  of  his  roll  book,  and  in 
the  grading  of  his  school.  By  all  means,  let  the  teacher  be  careful 
at  this  early  stage  of  his  work,  to  find  something  for  every  one  about 
him  to  do.  It  is  the  want  of  occupation  that  makes  mischievous 
boys  and  girls,  and  the  very  first  impression  to  be  made  upon  pupils 
is,  that  in  the  school  room  they  must  be  indstriously  and  profitably  em¬ 
ployed  ;  and  the  teacher  himself  by  giving  them  at  the  very  outset 
an  example  of  spirit  and  earnestness  in  his  own  business,  will  do 
much  to  awaken  in  them  an  interest  in  their  own. 

But  if  in  the  work  of  teaching  it  be  important  to  make  a  good  be¬ 
ginning,  it  is  equally  important  to  make  a  good  continuation ;  and  a 
good  continuation  can  be  secured  only  by  a  good  plan  rigidly  and 
perseveringky  carried  out.  A  programme  of  every  day’s  work  should 
be  carefully  prepared,  and  every  pupil  should  know  the  hour  and  the 
moment  when  he  will  be  called  upon  to  give  proof  of  his  diligence  in 
study.  I  desire  to  place  a  great  deal  of  stress  upon  this  matter,  be¬ 
cause  I  know,  from  personal  observation  that  it  is  one  which  is  very 
sadly  neglected ;  and  this  neglect  generally  arises  from  indolence,  or 
a  want  of  self  possession,  or  from  ignorance  of  what  is  necessary  to 
be  done  on  the  very  first  day  of  the  school  term.  If,  before  that  day, 
the  teacher  has  no  definite  plan  of  operation  which  he  is  determined, 
then  to  put  in  practice,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  he  will  have  no  plan 
whatever,  throughout  the  term.  Everything  will  be  in  confusion. 
John  and  Sally  will  protest  that  they  have  not  had  time  to  learn  their 
spelling  lesson  ;  that  they  did  not  recite  it  yesterday  until  ’most  noon, 
and  that  now  they  are  called  up  before  recess.  The  teacher  will  be 
obliged  to  confess  that  John  and  Sally  have  reason  to  disapprove  of 
his  proceeding,  and  the  lesson,  will,  perhaps,  be,  for  the  day,  over¬ 
looked.  But  the  trouble  does  not  end  here:  John  and  Sally,  uncon¬ 
cerned  about  their  spelling  lesson,  on  the  day  following,  do  not  even 
look  at  it,  and  failing  most  deplorably  when  called  upon,  are  punished. 
And  the  trouble  does  not  even  end  here.  John  and  Sally  put  their 
heads  together,  and  conclude  that  they  are  a  pair  of  very  much  abused 
individuals.  And  so,  in  fact,  they  are ;  for  the  teacher,  by  his  utter 
want  of  system,  is  encouraging  them  to  be  careless  and  idle.  I  say 
they  put  their  heads  together,  and  before  the  end  of  the  week,  the 
^whole  school,  al  their  instigation,  is  an  open  rebellion.  Before  the 
end  of  another  week,  the  trustees  learn  that  the  teacher  cannot 
control  his  school,  and  at  the  very  earliest  opportunity,  he  is  notified 
ito  look  out  for  another.  This  is,  by  no  means,  a  rare  occurrence. 
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When  I  say  that  the  programme  of  exercises  should  be  rigidly  ob¬ 
served,  I  lay  it  down  as  a  rule  to  wLich  there  should  be  no  exceptions  ; 
and  I  have  now  particularly  in  mind  the  very  common  practice  on  the 
part  of  teachers  of  wdiat  is  vulgarily  called  “  Showing  off  before 
folks:”  that  is  to  say  the  practice  of  making  the  best  display  possi¬ 
ble  when  visitors  happen  to  be  in  the  school  room.  It  is  not  an  un¬ 
common  thing,  on  such  occasions,  to  send  the  a-b-c-darians  to  the  rear, 
or  to  tell  the  arithmeticians,  if  they  happen  to  be  in  front  ranks, 
(especially  if  the  teacher  be  not  mathematically  inclined)  to  “  right 
about  face”  and  retreat;  and  instead  of  A,  B,  C,  or  Arithmetic, 
W'hich  is,  perhaps,  the  proper  business  of  the  moment,  the  teacher 
calls  out — “Now  children  w'e’ll  have  a  little  sino^ing — Attention  I 
Begin  !  ‘  Oh  come,  come  away,  the  school  bell  now  is  ringing.’  ”  And 
then  tlie  whole  school  jingle  away  for  half  an  hour  through  a  succes¬ 
sion  of  songs  W'hich  are,  to  be  sure,  W’ell  enough  in  their  place,  but 
which  give  no  idea  of  w'hat  the  pupils  are  learning,  or  of  w'hat  the 
teacher’s  qualifications  are  w^orth,  except  to  a  person  who  compre¬ 
hends  this  kind  of  charlatanry. 

In  some  schools  there  is  frequently  a  class  in  spelling,  or  a  class  in 
reading,  or  a  class  in  geography,  that  the  teacher  keeps,  after  the 
fashion  of  a  good  house-w’ife,  expressly  for  company ;  and,  like  the 
very  best  preserves,  they  never  became  sour,  but  when  wanted,  turn 
out  as  fresh  and  fine  as  could  be  desired.  These  are  called  the 
crack  classes.”  As  soon  as  the  Tow'n  Superintendent,  or  the  trus¬ 
tees,  or  any  distinguished  visitors,  enter  the  school  room,  the  boys 
and  girls  belonging  to  these  classes,  know"  precisely  w'hat  will  be  the 
next  business  in  order ;  and,  sure  enough,  to  use  a  vulgar  expression, 
they  are  “trotted  out.” 

While  visiting,  one  day,  a  prominent  public  school  in  one  of  our 
large  towns,  I  passed  successively  from  one  department  to  another, 
till  I  reached  the  room  of  the  principal  female  assistant,  whom  I  found 
engaged  in  “  hearing  a  grammar  lesson.”  On  being  introduced  by 
my  companion,  I  was  invited,  w'ith  a  grand  flourish,  to  a  seat  on  the 
platform.  I  begged  the  teacher  not  to  suffer  n>y  visit  to  interfere 
with  her  duties,  but  in  spite  of  my  remonstrances,  the  grammarians 
W'ere  hustled  off  to  their  respective  desks,  and  I  w'as  most  pressingly 
invited  to  address  the  school,  three-quarters  of  the  pupils  being,  at 
the  time,  occupied  in  the  adjoining  class  rooms.  I  objected  to  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  so  subversive  of  good  order,  and  so  likely  to  disturb  the  pro¬ 
gramme  for  the  day,  and  insisted  upon  her  going  on  w'ith  the  exercises 
as  if  I  were  not  present.  Perceiving  that  I  was  determined  to  know 
something  about  her  mode  of  instruction,  she  asked  me  if  I  would  like 
to  listen  to  a  recitation  in  Natural  Philosophy.  I  signified  my  willing¬ 
ness,  provided  this  was  the  next  business  in  order.  The  class  was 
called  out,  and  the  recitation  was  performed  with  a  clock-work  sort 
of  accuracy,  which  did  not  fail  to  convince  me  that  this  was  an  exer¬ 
cise  kept  expressly  for  ornamental  purposes.  Such  things  are  by  no 
means  uncommon. 
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On  another  occasion,  however,  while  riding  on  official  business, 
through  a  well  settled  and  beautiful  country  district,  I  stopped  my 
horse  in  front  of  a  neat  and  newly  built  school  house,  prompted  by  a 
desire  to  see  if  matters  within  corresponded  with  appearances  without. 
Opening  the  door,  I  was  greeted  with  a  smile  of  recognition  by  the 
teacher,  a  lady  whom  I  at  once  remembered  to  have  seen,  a  few 
weeks  previous,  at  the  County  Institute.  Politely  offering  me  a  seat, 
she  begged  that  I  would  excuse  her  for  a  few  moments,  while  she  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  an  Arithmetic  lesson  then  in  progress.  Nothing  could 
have  gratified  me  more,  and  I  sat  down  to  observe  attentively  all 
around  me.  The  lesson  was  taken  up  at  the  precise  point  at  which  it 
had  been  interrupted  by  my  entrance,  and  was  conducted  throughout 
as  if  no  visiter  were  present.  But  this  was  not  the  only  exhibition 
of  her  determination  to  perform  her  duty  unmolested.  A  small  urchin 
seated  at  the  end  of  one  of  the  forms  commenced  the  old  fashioned 
recreation  of  snapping  fiies  v/ith  a  bit  of  whale  bone.  The  amusement 
did  not,  to  be  sure,  occasion  much  disturbance,  but  it  was  a  breach  of 
decorum,  to  say  nothing  about  the  feelings  of  the  fiies.  The  teacher 
who  was,  at  the  moment,  standing  in  the  middle  aisle  making  some 
explanations  to  the  class,  moved  slowly  toward  the  young  Nero,  and 
without  changing  her  voice,  or  ceasing  to  speak,  raised  him  gently 
from  his  seat  by  the  aid  of  one  of  his  ears,  and  still  continuing  her 
explanations  to  the  class,  slowly  marched  him  to  the  other  end  of  the 
room,  opened  a  closet,  thrust  him  in,  buttoned  the  door,  and  returned 
as  if  nothing  had  happened,  and  what  was  most  remarkable,  and  to  me 
most  comical,  she  did  not,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  opera¬ 
tion,  discontinue,  for  a  single  instant,  the  explanations  which  she  had 
commenced  a  moment  previous,  nor  show  the  slightest  mark  of  annoy- 
ence  or  discomposure.  It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  that  I 
could  conceal  my  disposition  to  laugh,  though  on  looking  about  the 
room,  I  could  not  ascertain  from  the  faces  of  the  pupils,  that  a  single 
one  of  them  had  noticed  the  proceeding.  Here  was  an  instance  of 
self  possession  and  of  immovable  adherence  to  programme  which  one 
rarely  witnesses. 

In  the  work  of  teaching  there  is  no  quality  of  mind  more  desirable 
than  firmness.  A  teacher,  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  youthfnl  pupils 
is  like  a  lighthouse  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  pelted  by  the  storms  above, 
and  buffeted  by  the  waves  beneath.  He  must  have  a  good  foundation, 
if  he  would  not  topple  over  and  be  SAvallowed  up. 

A  good  foundation  is  indispensable  to  success  in  every  enterprise. 
But  a  teacher  is  not  a  mere  instructor  who  must  be  supported,  at  all 
times,  by  solid  intellectual  acquirements,  but  he  is  a  moralist,  he  is  a 
legislator,  he  is  a  lawyer,  he  is  a  judge,  he  is  an  executioner.  In 
every  one  of  these  various  capacities  he  is  called  upon  to  act ; 
and  even  if  he  would,  he  cannot  refuse  to  perform  the  part  which 
circumstances  for  the  moment,  devolve  upon  him.  To  be  a  cor¬ 
rect  moralist,  he  must  be  governed  by  other  and  higher  authority 
than  his  own  reason  and  his  own  conscientiousness.  To  be  a  correct 
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legislator,  he  must  comprehend  the  work  before  him ;  he  must  he  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  means  by  v*diich  it  is  to  be  accomplished,  and  he  must 
clearly  perceive  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered.  To  be  an  honest 
lawyer,  he  must,  strive  earnestly  to  maintain  the  majesty  of  the  law, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  vindicate  conscientiously  and  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  the  cause  of  the  transgressor.  To  be  an  impartial  judge  he 
must  forget  that  he  is  a  master,  and,  in  the  culprit  before  him,  he 
must  behold  a  man  of  his  OAvn  age  and  his  own  experience,  demand¬ 
ing  at  his  hands  that  which  he,  under  similar  circumstances,  would,  at 
the  moment,  pronounce  just  and  beneficent.  To  be  a  faithful  execu¬ 
tioner,  he  must  not  suffer  his  own  interests  to  disarm  him,  though  he 
foresee  that  the  weight  of  the  blow  which  he  is  about  to  inflict,  must 
inevitably  carry  him  to  the  ground. 

With  duties  so  multifarious,  how  is  it  possible  for  success  to  attend 
the  teacher  who  is  vacillating,  who  is  unwilling  to  take  the  responsi¬ 
bility  whenever  he  feels  that  he  is  right,  who  has  no  fixedness  of  pur¬ 
pose  ?  A  teacher  of  this  description  is  continually  in  trouble.  A 
rattan  is  of  no  more  service  to  him  than  a  straw ;  and  if  he  happens 
to  possess  the  lungs  of  a  stentor,  so  much  the  worse  for  him.  His 
bawling  only  adds  to  the  noise  and  confusion  incident  to  his  manage- 
ment.  Pupils  will  soon  discover  how-  little  importance  is  to  be  at¬ 
tached  to  what  he  says,  and  his  instructions  will  amount  to  nothing 
though  he  be  one  of  the  profoundest  scholars  in  the  world. 

A  great  deal  might  be  said  on  the  employments  belonging  to  the 
school  room,  of  which  recitation  and  instruction  form  the  princpal. 
In  these,  as  in  everything  else,  the  excellency  of  a  school  depends 
entirely  upon  the  teacher.  Of  course  a  teacher  like  any  other  work¬ 
man,  should  be  furnished  with  the  tools  necessary  to  the  proper  per¬ 
formance  of  his  labors.  And  here,  by  the  way,  I  might  with  great 
propriety  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  in  this  particular,  a  most 
disgraceful  neglect  is  observable  in  a  large  majority  of  our  school 
districts.  I  have  already,  once  or  twice,  called  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  to  it,  and  in  various  ways  have  endeavored  to  bring  it  to 
the  notice  of  the  people.  Our  school  houses  are  not  furnished  as 
they  should  be,  with  maps,  charts,  cards,  and  other  essential  aids  to 
study,  nor  can  I  believe  that  they  ever  will  be  until  some  mode  is  de¬ 
vised  by  the  Legislature  by  which  this  shall  be  done. 

I  say  a  teacher  should  be  furnished  with  the  tools  ncessary  to  the 
proper  performance  of  his  labors.  But  all  the  tools  in  the  world 
cannot  build  a  house,  if  the  requisite  skill  to  handle  them  be  want¬ 
ing.  A  teacher  must  be  “apt  to  teach,”  as  the  saying  is.  Let  him 
possess  all  the  learning  possible,  and  if  he  possess  not  the  power  to 
interest  his  pupils,  it  is  of  small  account.  This  power  may  and  ought 
to  be  cultivated ;  and  in  order  to  cultivate  it,  a  teacher  must  appre¬ 
ciate  the  wants  of  his  pupils.  He  must,  in  the  first  place,  have  a 
clear  perception  of  the  fact,  that  although  the  book  may  very  wisely 
and  very  briefly  say — “Geography  is  a  description  of  the  Earth,” 
the  committing  to  memory  of  these  words,  without  the  least  bit  of 
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seasoning,  is  the  stupidest  and  most  unsatisfactory  business  in  the 
world.  What  does  a  child  care  about  Geography,  as  he  finds  it 
treated  of  in  a  text  book  on  that  subject.  Geography  to  him  is  a 
bore ;  Geography  is  a  humbug ;  Geography,  he  says,  ought  to  dry 
up.”  The  best  definitions  that  were  ever  printed  of  the  words  Conti¬ 
nent,  Cape,  and  Promontory,  are  puzzles  and  absurdities  to  a  child. 
He  can  commit  them  to  memory,  to  be  sure ;  and  so  he  can  swallow 
a  dose  of  cod  liver  oil ;  and  both  may  be  of  service  to  him,  still  the 
undertaking  is  as  disagreeable  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  But 
how  attractive  this  study  can  be  made  in  the  hands  of  a  real,  live 
teacher  !  What  interest  can  be  thrown  into  every  word  that  the  book 
contains  !  With  what  desire  can  a  child  be  inspired  to  proceed,  day 
by  day,  from  one  subject  to  another !  And  what  is  true  of  Geogra¬ 
phy  is  true  of  every  other  study,  from  A,  B,  C,  upwards. 

Text  books  are  very  useful ;  in  fact,  they  are  indispensable,  but 
the  teacher  who  compels  his  pupils  to  learn  them  by  heart  and  recite 
from  them  by  rote,  commits  a  very  great  mistake.  Such  studying 
and  such  reciting  are  mechanical  operations,  the  effect  of  which  is 
not  to  strengthen  or  enlarge  the  mind.  The  teacher  should  enjoin 
upon  his  pupils  the  importance  of  understanding  what  they  study, 
and  he  should  oblige  them,  not  to  give  the  words  of  the  book,  but  the 
idea  clothed  in  language  of  their  own.  I  have  known  teachers,  in 
giving  out  a  lesson  in  History,  to  take  one  of  the  pupil’s  books,  and 
with  his  pencil  enclose  in  brackets  such  words  as  formed  the  shortest 
answers  to  the  questions  printed  at  the  foot  of  the  page ;  he  would 
then  tell  the  rest  of  the  class  to  mark  their  books  in  the  same  way. 
Of  course,  under  such  circumstances,  the  pupils  read  nothing  but  the 
words  selected  as  answers  to  the  questions,  and  take  as  little  interest 
in  the  History  as  they  would  in  a  Spelling  lesson.  It  seems  incredi¬ 
ble  that  any  teacher  of  common  sense  could  be  capable  of  such  a  folly. 
Text  books,  prepared  in  the  form  of  question  and  answer,  are  in  some 
cases  very  desirable,  but  their  use  sometimes  affords  the  teacher  an 
opportunity  to  neglect  the  study  which  he  should  always  bestow  upon 
every  lesson  which  he  hears.  Lessons  must  be  interesting ;  and  they 
cannot  be  so,  unless  the  mind  of  the  pupil  be  exercised  by  them ;  and 
the  mind  of  the  pupil  cannot  be  exercised  unless  the  teacher  be  per¬ 
fectly  master  of  the  subject. 

In  the  school  to  which  I  first  alluded,  a  class  in  Natural  Philosophy 
was  called  out,  as  I  stated,  evidently  for  display.  The  text  book,  in 
use,  was  on  the  question  and  answer  plan,  a  copy  of  it  being  placed 
in  my  hand  while  the  teacher  examined  the  class  from  another.  They 
rattled  through  two  or  three  pages,  in  as  many  minutes,  without  the 
slightest  hesitation,  and  doubtless  thought  that  I  looked  upon  them 
as  marvels  of  learning.  At  the  end  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  during 
which  the  teacher  had  not  asked  them  a  single  question  that  was  not 
to  be  found  in  the  book,  she  turned  to  me  and  said :  “  You  may  ex¬ 
amine  them,  sir,  on  any  of  the  first  seventy-five  pages,  which  is  all 
that  they  have  been  over.”  I  closed  the  book  and,  having  congratu- 
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lated  them  upon  tlie  readiness  with  which  they  had  answered,  ex¬ 
pressed  the  hope  that  they  understood  what  they  had  so  perfectly 
committed  to  memory.  “This  is  an  intensely  interesting  study,”  I 
continued,  “  and  these  principles  with  which  you  seem  to  be  so  famil¬ 
iar,  enable  you  to  account  for  facts  and  occurences  which  fall  daily 
under  our  observations.  You  know,  for  instance,  that  the  earth  is  turn¬ 
ing  rapidly  on  its  axis,  and  if  you  understand  the  words  that  you 
have  just  been  repeating,  you  can  tell  why  this  house  and  everything 
on  the  earth’s  surface  is  not  whirled  olf  into  space.  Xow  let  some 
one  of  you  give  me  an  explanation  of  this.”  I  paused  for  a  reply. 

Ho  one  volunteered  an  answer,  though  I  waited  very  patiently, 
while  the  teacher  stood  smiling  very  complacently,  and  nodding 
encourairinslv  to  this  and  that  member  of  the  class,  not  one  of  whom 
was  less  than  fifteen  years  of  age. 

“Perhaps,”  I  said,  “you  do  not  understand  the  question;  I  will 
jxive  it  to  vou  in  another  form  :  Can  you  tell  me  whv  it  is,  that  water 
will  not  run  up  hill?” 

Here  some  of  them  smiled,  and  all  looked  somewhat  foolish,  while 
the  teacher  redoubled  her  complacency  and  her  nods.  Still  no  an¬ 
swer  came.  “Well,”  said  I,  at  last,  “may  be,  you  do  not  under¬ 
stand  me  yet ;  can  you  tell  me  why  it  is  that  water  runs  down  hill?” 

Silence  still  prevailed,  and  I  began  to  regret  that  I  had  not  kept 
to  the  book,  for  the  young  ladies,  as  well  as  their  instructress,  were 
evidently  getting  ready  to  denounce  me  as  an  impertinent  fellow. 
Finally,  the  teacher,  turning  toward  me,  said:  “We  have  not  a  very 
good  book  on  Natural  Philosophy.  It  does  not  speak  of  these  and  a 
good  many  other  tilings  Avhich  I  have  seen  explained  in  other  works. 
I  mean  to  ask  the  Trustees  to  furnish  us  with  another  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.” 

Are  there  any  words  in  the  English  language  in  which  she  could 
have  more  satisfactorily  admitted  her  ignorance  than  she  did  by  this 
speech.  And  just  think  of  it;  here  were  a  dozen  girls  from  fifteen 
to  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  had  just  repeated,  without  a  mistake, 
two  or  three  pages  on  the  subject  of  Gravitation,  and,  yet,  who  could 
not  tell  why  water  ran  down  hill,  instead  of  up  hill.  Incredible  as 
this  may  seem,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  exhibitions  quite  as  ridicu¬ 
lous  may  be  witnessed  in  any  school  Avhere  the  teacher  confines  him- 
•/  ^ 

self  and  his  pupils  entirely  to  a  text  book  during  the  recitation. 

The  teacher  should  enter  upon  his  work  philosophically.  His 
business  is  to  aid  and  direct  nature  in  her  efforts  to  instruct  and  dis¬ 
cipline  the  tender  and  growing  mind.  To  watch  nature  in  her  earli¬ 
est  operations,  and  to  make  all  his  labors  harmonize  with  hers,  should 
be  his  constant  care.  Let  him  see  then  what  kind  of  books  she  opens 
to  the  young  searcher  after  knowledge.  Let  him  observe  that  she  be¬ 
gins  the  work  of  teaching,  not  by  the  presentation  of  principles,  but 
by  setting  forth  the  facts  from  which  those  principles  are  drawn. 
But,  at  the  same  time  let  him  bear  in  mind  that  nature  only  means 
to  give  him  hints ;  that  she  undertakes  to  do  but  very  little  for  the 
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human  mind ;  that  beyond  a  certain  point,  the  human  mind  is  left  to 
itself,  is  left  to  experience,  for  direction  and  for  advancement.  While, 
then,  in  imitation  of  nature,  he  undertakes,  by  the  presentation  of 
facts,  to  cultivate  the  eye  and  the  ear  and  all  the  senses,  he  must  not 
forget  that  there  are  labors  for  the  mind  to  perform  which  requires  a 
training  somewhat  more  severe  than  what  is  necessary  to  prove  simply 
that  it  has  an  existence.  The  spectator  at  a  prize  fight  may  be  a 
noble  specimen  of  humanity,  but  what  a  child  wmuld  he  be  in  the 
hands  of  one  of  the  champions  of  the  ring.  Fair  to  all  appearances, 
and  good  for  all  ordinary  purposes  as  he  may  be,  he  has  not  the  iron 
muscle  and  the  adamantine  chest,  and  the  inexhaustible  lungs  Avhich 
can  be  obtained  only  by  a  systematic  exposure  of  his  person  to  the 
roughest  buffetings,  and  by  the  unw^earied  cultivating  and  indurating 
of  every  nerve  and  fibre  of  his  body.  So  at  the  outset,  while  the 
teacher  in  imitation  of  nature,  may  address  the  senses,  and  make  the 
the  ways  of  knowledge,  “ways  of  pleasantness,  and  paths  of  peace,” 
he  must  remember  that  the  mind  lives  and  grow'S  and  is  strengthened 
not  by  food  alone;  that  it  must  be  exercised  and  butfeted;  that  it 
must  go  through  tiresome  and  tormenting  labors  ;  that  it  must  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  trials  and  vexations  and  discouragements ;  in  short,  that  it 
is  only  by  a  process  of  the  most  arduous  training  that  it  can  ever  at¬ 
tain  to  that  fullness  of  beauty  and  vigor  of  which  it  is  susceptible. 

By  all  means,  in  the  outset,  let  a  teacher  follow  nature.  Let  him 
not  undertake  to  teach  abstractions  before  a  child  is  fully  able  to  com¬ 
prehend  facts  ;  but  let  him  be  careful  not  to  make  facts  a  perpetual 
diet  for  the  youthful  intellect ;  let  him  beware  lest  he  enervate  and 
stunt  the  mind  by  aiming  incessantly  to  reach  it  through  the  senses 
only.  The  system  of  Object  Lessons  has  unquestionably  great  advan¬ 
tages  over  the  old  modes  of  imparting  knowledge.  It  cannot,  however, 
accomplish  what  is  claimed  for  it  in  the  hands  of  unskilful  teachers. 
What  is  desirable  in  the  instruction  of  youth  is  to  give  them  ideas  ; 
but  without  the  exercise  of  great  judgment,  there  is  danger  by  this 
method,  of  cramming  the  minds  of  children  wdth  nothing  more  than 
words,  and,  what  is  worse,  with  words,  which,  for  years,  they  will  never 
have  occasion  to  use,  and  which,  consequently,  they  must  utterly  forget. 
We  are  not  expected  to  retain  all  the  knowledge  that  is  poured  into  us 
during  our  youthful  days.  In  fact,  there  is  scarcely  one  person  in  a 
hundred  who  can  trace  back  wdiat  he  know^s  to  the  instructions  which 
he  received  in  schools  ;  nevertheless,  in  school  he  was  furnished  with 
ideas  upon  which  his  mind  fed,  grew  and  became  prepared  and  strength¬ 
ened  for  the  reception  of  other  ideas,  which,  as  it  were,  swallowed  up 
those  that  had  preceded  it,  and  thus  on  through  life  to  a  period  when  he 
looks  back  to  youth,  and  wonders  wdiat  w^ere  the  acquisitions  which  he 
then  made.  But  of  all  things,  the  acquisition  of  words  is  of  small 
account,  I  might  almost  say  valueless,  during  our  early  years  :  I  mean, 
of  course,  words  which  we  then  rarely  hear  and  of  which  we  then  have 
no  occasion  to  make  use.  I  must  repeat  it,  then,  that  great  skill  and 
judgment,  are  absolutely  essential  in  the  practice  of  the  system 
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Object  Teaching,  in  order  to  make  it  anything  more  than  a  clumsy 
process  by  which  to  cram  the  mind  with  useless  words. 

Many  other  suggestions  might  be  made  in  regard  to  the  teacher’s 
work,  but  these  will,  perhaps,  be  sufficient  to  enable  school  officers, 
who  have  not  thought  much  on  this  subject,  to  form  some  judgment 
as  to  the  character  of  the  teachers  in  their  employ.  Only  let  our 
school  officers  have  a  proper  standard  by  which  to  measure  the  merits 
of  their  teachers  ;  only  let  the  people  know  what  a  good  teacher  is, 
and  what  a  good  school  is,  and  we  will  soon  have  but  little  reason  to 
complain  of  our  system  of  public  instruction. 


ATLANTIC  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  §1,464  40. 

The  school  officers  of  this  county,  without  exception,  have  shown  a 
very  commendable  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and,  no  doubt, 
much  credit  is  due  to  them  for  the  steady  progress  which  is  here  made 
in  matters  of  education.  The  total  amount  of  money  expended 
for  public  instruction  exceeds  the  amount  expended  last  year  by 
§3,570  76.  The  sum  raised  for  building,  repairing,  etc.,  is  large, 
compared  with  the  total  amount  raised  for  school  purposes.  A 
considerable  increase  will  be  observed  in  the  number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years ;  and  for  this  increase 
three  additional  schools  have  been  provided,  the  number  being  now 
forty-five,  seventeen  of  which  have  been  free  throughout  the  year. 
Great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of  keeping  school 
registers :  still  I  must  say  that  in  two  townships  the  school  officers 
have  not  required  the  teachers  to  conform  with  the  law  in  this  respect. 
Only  three  teachers  have  been  employed  without  license ;  and  it  is 
W'orthy  of  note  that  only  three  schools  are  reported  as  having  been 
poorly  taught.  The  average  tax  per  child  is  §1  70,  and  this  will, 
W'ithout  doubt,  be  increased  the  ensuing  year. 

BERGEN  COUNTY - APPORTIONMENT,  §2,402  76. 

With  their  customary  promptness,  the  school  officers  of  this  county 
have  sent  to  me  their  annual  reports.  The  difference  between  the 
sum  expended  here  this  year  and  that  expended  the  year  previous  is 
not  very  great ;  still  it  gives  evidence  of  a  growing  interest  in  the 
cause  of  education.  The  number  of  schools  is  one  less,  and  yet  the 
number  of  children  that  have  attended  them,  is  greater  than  that  re¬ 
ported  last  year.  Only  six  schools  have  been  free  throughout  the 
year ;  which  is  just  half  the  number  last  reported.  Much  pains  is 
evidently  taken  to  secure  competent  teachers,  nearly  all  of  wffiom  have 
been  regularly  examined  and  licensed  ;  and,  as  I  remarked  on  a  former 
occasion,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  schools  should  be,  wdth  very 
few  exceptions,  well  taught  and  disciplined. 

The  written  reports  of  the  town  superintendents  of  this  county  are 
very  interesting,  and  in  them  are  presented  some  matters  well  worthy 
of  the  consideration  of  the  legislature. 
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BURLINGTON  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  55’^, 057  98. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  I  called  attention  to  tlie  increased  amount 
of  money  raised  and  appropriated  in  this  county  for  educational  pur¬ 
poses.  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  interest  here  manifested 
in  public  schools  has,  in  no  wise,  diminished.  The  sum  expended 
for  their  support  is  greater  than  that  last  reported.  Their  number, 
vdiich  was  one  hundred  and  thirteen  last  year,  is  now  one  hundred 
and  forty-one ;  and  sixty-five  of  these  have  been  entirely  free.  The 
number  of  children  instructed  in  these  schools  is  greater  by  nearly 
one  thousand ;  tliough  the  average  attendance  is  not  better  than  that 
last  reported.  School  officers  have  been  more  successful  than  ever  in 
securing  compliance  on  the  part  of  teachers  with  the  requirements  of 
the  law  respecting  the  keeping  of  school  registers.  The  reports  from 
this  county  ere  very  satisfactory.  Schools  under  the  care  of  religious 
societies  are  mn-e  numerous  here  than  in  any  county  in  the  State, 
the  whole  number  being  twenty-three,  and  the  sum  appropriated  to 
their  support  being  ffl,625  47.  Only  twenty  of  the  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four  teachers  are  without  license,  and,  as  might  be  expected,  a 
large  majority  of  the  schools  are  reported  as  having  been  ivell  taught 
and  disciplined. 

CAMDEN  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  ^4,177  06. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  every  part  of  this  county,  except 
the  toAvnship  of  Winslow.  These  reports  are  highly  satisfactory  and 
show  a  growing  interest  in  the  subject  of  education.  The  total  sum 
expended  for  the  support  of  public  schools  is  a  little  over  ^5,000 
more  than  ivas  expended  during  the  year  previous.  The  increase  has 
been  chiefly  by  taxation.  Of  the  whole  sum  raised,  $9,600  have 
been  devoted  to  building  and  repairing  school  houses.  Six  additional 
schools  have  been  established  to  accommodate  a  largely  increased 
number  of  children.  The  whole  number  of  schools  is  ninety-one,  and 
of  these,  seventy-two  have  been  free  throughout  the  year.  Great 
commendation  is  due  to  the  school  officers  for  attention  to  their  du¬ 
ties.  In  nearly  all  the  schools,  registers  of  attendance  have  been 
kept,  and  Avith  only  one  exception,  the  teachers  are  licensed.  As 
might  be  expected,  the  schools  are  generally  represented  as  well 
taught  and  disciplined.  Four  additional  school  houses  are  needed. 

CAPE  MAY  COUNTY" — APPORTIONMENT,  $1,050  76. 

The  number  of  schools  in  this  county  is  increased  to  tiventy- eight, 
twenty-six  being  the  number  last  year.  Of  these,  twenty-one  have 
been  free.  The  sum  expended  for  their  maintenance  is  someAvhat 
greater  than  that  reported  on  a  former  occasion,  and  this  is,  perhaps, 
all  that  was  required,  to  meet  the  additional  expense  incurred  by 
increasing  the  salaries  of  female  teachers.  It  will  be  observed  that  in 
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this  county,  teachers  are  much  more  liberally  paid  than  in  many 
others ;  and  I  know  from  personal  acquaintance  with  them  that  they 
rank  favorably  with  the  teachers  of  any  other  section  of  the  State. 
Without  a  single  exception,  they  have  been  carefully  examined  by 
officers  fully  competent  to  the  task,  and,  of  course,  they  are  all  duly 
licensed.  There  is  no  district  in  the  county  in  which  there  is  not  a 
school ;  but  the  districts  are  large,  and  for  the  convenience  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  several  other  schools  should  be  established  and  maintained. 
I  regret  to  say  that  in  two  of  the  townships  proper  attention  has  not 
been  paid  to  the  keeping  of  school  registers. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  §2,777  68. 

The  number  of  schools  has  increased  in  this  county,  and  so  has  the 
number  of  children  attendinji:  them  ;  but  the  whole  amount  of  money 
expended  for  educational  purposes  is  somewhat  less  than  that  last  re¬ 
ported.  The  decrease  is  in  the  amount  raised  by  taxation,  and  this 
is  an  exception  to  nearly  every  county  in  the  State.  It  should,  how¬ 
ever,  b)  stated  that  the  sum  raised  for  building  and  repairing  school 
houses  is  somewhat  frreater.  It  is  difficult  to  account  satisfactorily 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  larger  number  of  schools  with  a  diminished 
amount  of  money,  still  it  may  be  said  that  the  salary  of  male  teach¬ 
ers  has  been  diminished,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  their  number  has 
been  increased,  and  so  likewise,  has  the  number  of  female  teachers, 
as  well  as  their  salary.  The  schools  in  this  county  are  reported, 
generally,  to  be  well  taught  and  disciplined.  AVith  only  one  excep¬ 
tion,  the  teachers  have  been  duly  examined  and  licensed.  There  is, 
however,  on  their  part,  much  neglect  in  the  keeping  of  school  regis¬ 
ters,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  school  officers  to  prevent  it. 

ESSEX  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  §9,3ol  40. 

By  reference  to  the  tables  annexed,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sum 
raised  and  appropriated  for  educational  purposes  is  greater  than  that 
last  reported  by  §17,516  14.  This  increase  is  duo  almost  entirely  to 
increased  taxation.  Of  this  sum,  §7,900  00  has  been  expended  in 
building  and  repairing  school  houses,  one  of  these  houses  costing 
§5,000  00.  Five  additional  schools  have  been  opened,  making  the 
whole  ninety-four.  Of  these  seventy-four  are  free.  Eight  schools 
are  yet  very  much  needed  to  accommodate  the  larscelv  increased  num- 
her  of  children.  Of  the  twelve  additional  teachers  employed  this 
year,  eleven  are  females,  making  the  total  number  sixty -two  male  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  female  teachers.  With  only  two  ex¬ 
ceptions,  they  have  all  been  examined  and  licensed.  The  schools  are 
generally  represented  as  well  taught  and  disciplined.  School  officers 
are  very  faithful  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  the  statistics 
furnished  by  them,  may  be  relied  upon  as  correct. 
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GLOUCESTER  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  $2,393  78. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  every  township  in  this  county, 
except  Harrison,  from  which  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  infor¬ 
mation  for  tlie  last  three  years.  This  is  one  of  the  five  counties  in 
which  the  amount  raised  and  appropriated  for  educational  purposes 
is  less  than  that  reported  last  year ;  the  decrease  is  not  very  great ; 
but  every  thing  seems  to  have  retrograded  with  it.  The  number  of 
schools  is  less  by  five,  the  number  of  children  attending  them  is  less 
by  nearl}^  two  hundred;  and  the  average  salary  paid  to  male  teachers 
is  less.  I  am  glad  to  say  however,  that  some  of  the  schools  are 
spoken  of  in  very  high  terms.  Fifteen  of  them  are  under  the  care  of 
religious  societies,  and  afford  very  fine  advantages  for  education.  The 
Avhole  number  of  schools  that  have  been  free  during  the  year  is  eleven, 
which  is  not  half  the  number  that  were  free  during  the  previous  year. 
The  teachers,  with  the  exception  of  eight,  have  been  examined  and  li¬ 
censed.  Efforts  have  been  made  evidently  by  the  school  officers,  to 
secure  accurate  reports  from  the  schools  under  their  care ;  neverthe¬ 
less,  in  t’wenty-two  schools  no  registers  of  attendance  have  been  kept. 

HUDSON  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  $3,573  42. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  all  the  towmships  of  this  county. 
The  statistics  from  Union  came  too  late,  however,  to  be  used  in  the 
accompanying  tables.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  interest 
here  taken  in  education  continues  unabated.  Every  source  wdiicli 
could  afford  the  means  for  its  promotion  has  3delded  more  abundantly 
than  ever.  The  number  of  schools  continues  to  be  the  same,  yet  the 
number  of  children  instructed  in  them  is  1500  more  than  that  last 
reported.  All  the  schools  are  free,  and,  wdiat  is  remarkable,  all  are 
reported  to  be  ’well  taught  and  disciplined.  The  teachers  are  all 
regularly  examined  and  licensed,  and  in  onl}’"  two  schools  has  there 
been  any  failure  to  keep  the  registers  required  by  law.  In  no  county 
is  there  more  interest  manifested  in  the  cause  of  education. 

HUNTERDON  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  $4,748  04. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  is  another  of  the  five  counties  that 
have  made  a  retrograde  movement  during  the  past  year.  The  differ¬ 
ence,  however,  between  the  amount  raised  for  the  support  of  schools 
now  reported,  and  the  amount  last  reported,  is  small.  In  my  opin¬ 
ion,  the  reputation  of  the  county  is  made  to  suffer  for  "want  of 
complete  returns  to  me,  for  I  find  by  calculating  the  expense  of 
maintaining  the  schools  in  three  of  the  towmships,  that  the  officers  of 
these  townships  have  failed  to  report  to  me  the  sum  of  $4,234  which 
must  have  been  expended  in  order  to  pay  the  salaries  which  they  say 
have  been  allowed  to  their  teachers.  It  is  true  that  the  number  of 
schools  is  diminished  by  four,  but  the  number  of  children  attending 
them  is  larger.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  school  officers  of  this 
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county  for  the  zeal  ■with  wLich  they  have  discharged  their  duties 
during  the  past  year.  Their  statistics  are  more  accurate  than  any 
heretofore  presented  ;  and,  what  is  wmrthy  of  note,  there  are  but  six 
teachers  at  present  emplo^md  in  the  county  without  the  required 
license.  Thirty  of  the  schools  are  free,  and  a  majority  of  them  are 
represented  as  wmll  taught  and  disciplined. 

MERCER  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  §4,572  74. 

This  is  another  of  the  five  counties  that  have,  this  year,  raised  and 
appropriated  less  money  for  educational  purposes  than  during  the 
year  previous.  As  might  be  expected,  the  number  of  schools  is  less, 
and  the  number  of  children  in  attendance  thereat,  is  also  less.  One 
school  house  has  been  built  and  arrangements  have  been  made  to 
erect  another.  In  addition  to  these,  five  others  are  very  much  needed. 
Although  many  of  the  school  houses  have  been  repaired,  there  are 
still  several  that  have  been  sadly  neglected.  The  whole  number  of 
free  schools  is  twenty-eight.  With  very  few  exceptions,  all  the 
schools  are  said  to  be  well  taught  and  disciplined.  Great  fidelity  is 
shown  by  the  school  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Their 
annual  reports  have  been  promptly  made  ;  and  through  their  instru¬ 
mentality  registers  have  been  kept  in  nearly  every  school. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  $4,683  84. 

The  reports  from  this  county  show  a  very  great  improvement  in  its 
educational  affairs.  The  four  additional  schools  required  last  year 
have  been  established,  and  thus  the  advantages  of  instruction  have 
been  afforded  to  more  than  a  thousand  children  heretofore  deprived 
of  them.  The  whole  number  of  schools  is  now  eighty-five,  of  wffiich 
twenty-three  have  been  free  during  the  year.  With  very  few  excep¬ 
tions  they  are  represented  as  well  taught  and  disciplined.  Only  four 
of  the  teachers  are  without  license.  Some  improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  keeping  of  school  registers,  still  I  regret  to  say  that  in 
some  of  the  schools  this  matter  has  been  inexcusably  neglected.  The 
sum  of  money  expended  this  year  for  educational  purposes  is  greater 
than  that  last  reported  by  §1,244  45. 

MONMOUTH  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  §4,939  16. 

Improvement  corresponding  with  that  made  elsewhere  is  percepti¬ 
ble  in  this  county.  The  amount  of  money  raised  for  educational  pur¬ 
poses  is  greater  than  that  last  reported  by  §1,879  80;  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  it  is  even  still  greater.  Five  additional  schools 
have  been  established.  The  number  of  children  instructed  is  greater  by 
fourteen  hundred  and  two.  The  averao^e  length  of  time  that  the  schools 
have  been  kept  open  is  greater,  and  the  average  salary  paid  to  teach¬ 
ers  is  also  greater.  The  whole  number  of  schools  is  one  hundred  and 
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t^vonty-six,  of  'which  sixty-four  have  been  free  throughout  the  year  ; 
and  eighty-one  are  represented  as  'well  taught  and  disciplined.  Regis¬ 
ters  of  attendance  are  kept  in  nearly  every  district,  and  only  four  of 
the  one  hundred  and  forty-four  teachers  are  'without  the  required 
license.  One  school  house  has  been  built  during  the  year  ;  five  others 
are  yet  very  much  needed.  Many  of  the  school  houses  are  destitute 
of  the  apparatus  so  essential  to  instruction,  and  some  of  them  can¬ 
not  even  boast  of  that  indispensable  article — the  black  board.  I 
regret  to  say  that  from  t'wo  of  the  townships  no  reports  have  been 
received.  Had  this  been  otherwise,  the  condition  of  the  county 
would,  no  doubt,  appear  even  more  favorable  than  at  present  repre¬ 
sented. 


MORRIS  COU^'TY — APPORTIONMENT,  $4,929  20. 

Had  the  full  amount  expended  for  educational  purposes  been  re¬ 
ported  to  me  this  year,  I  am  certain  that  it  would  exceed  by  a  trifle, 
the  amount  reported  last  year.  The  statements  of  school  officers, 
however,  make  it  less :  and  yet  from  no  county  in  the  State  are  the 
reports  more  full  or  more  reliable.  The  sum  not  reported  is  $1,380, 
which  would  make  the  'whole  amount  raised  and  appropriated  for  the 
support  of  schools,  $30,112  72.  The  number  of  schools  reported 
this  year,  is  greater  by  nineteen,  than  that  last  reported  ;  and  the 
number  of  children  under  instruction  is  greater  by  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixteen.  Ninetj^-five  schools  are  represented  as  well 
taught  and  disciplined ;  and  only  eight  teachers  are  wdthout  the 
license  required  by  law.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  negligence  in  the 
keeping  of  school  registers  is  greater  than  last  year,  and  yet  there 
is  less  fault  to  be  found  here  than  in  some  other  counties.  The  in¬ 
crease  of  female  teachers  during  the  past  year  is  wmrthy  of  notice. 

OCEAN  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  $1,640  66. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  in  this  county  during  the  year 
just  closed  is  nearly  threefold  the  sum  last  reported  ;  and  the  total 
amount  expended  for  educational  purposes  is  nearly  double.  At  the 
same  time  the  number  of  schools  is  less,  the  number  of  children 
instructed  in  them  is  less,  and  the  average  time  that  the  schools 
have  been  kept  open  is  less.  It  should,  however,  be  said  that 
the  number  of  teachers  is  increased  by  seven,  and  a  considerable 
increase  has  been  made  in  their  salaries.  The  whole  number  of 
schools  is  forty-nine.  Five  of  these  have  been  free  throughout  the 
year ;  and  only  seventeen  are  represented  as  having  been  well  taught 
and  disciplined.  In  nineteen  schools  no  registers  of  attendance  have 
been  kept,  and  eight  of  the  forty-seven  teachers  are  wdthout  license. 
Eight  additional  schools  arc  very  much  needed  in  the  county,  and, 
judging  by  the  interest  manifested  in  education  by  the  people,  it 
'Would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  secure  their  establishment. 
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PASSAIC  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  $3,688  28. 

The  reports  of  Town  Superintendents  show  that  the  sum  of  money 
expended  for  educational  purposes  in  this  county  is  greater  than  that 
last  reported  by  $2,126  41.  The  number  of  schools  remains,  how¬ 
ever,  the  same,  and  the  attendance  has  increased  but  very  little.  Of 
the  forty-nine  schools  now  in  operation,  twenty-three  are  free,  and 
forty  are  said  to  be  well  taught  and  disciplined.  Every  teacher  is 
licensed,  and  registers  of  attendance  are  generally  kept.  Two  addi¬ 
tional  school  houses  are  very  much  needed. 

SALEM  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  $3,185  60. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  raised  for  educational  purposes  in  this 
county  is  a  trifle  greater  than  that  last  reported  ;  and  yet  the  sum 
raised  by  taxation  is  less.  Two  additional  schools  have  been  opened, 
making  the  whole  number  seventy-nine.  Of  these,  twenty-three  have 
been  entirely  free,  and  sixty-one  are  reported  to  be  well  taught  and 
disciplined.  The  number  of  children  in  attendance  at  school  is  greater 
by  twelve  hundred  and  thirty-five  ;  and  tlie  average  daily  attendance 
is  also  much  improved.  In  my  last  report  the  number  of  teachers 
was  stated  to  be  ninety,  forty-five  being  males  and  foity-five  females. 
The  whole  number  now  is  seventy-six,  eighteen  being  males  and  fifty- 
eight  females.  iHore  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  examining  and 
licensing  of  teachers,  yet  I  regret  to  say  tliat  there  has  been  much 
neglect  in  the  keeping  of  school  registers.  Four  additional  school 
houses  are  said  to  be  very  much  needed. 

so:merset  county — apportionment,  $3,213  04. 

In  this  county  one  school  has  been  added  to  those  last  reported, 
making  the  present  number  eighty-one.  Of  this  number  only  ten  have 
been  free.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  is  not  so  large, 
yet  the  average  daily  attendance  has  increased.  IVithout  an  exception, 
the  teachers  have  been  regularly  examined  and  licensed.  They  are 
not,  however,  notified  by  the  school  officers  that  the  law  requires  them 
to  keep  registers  of  attendance,  and,  consequently,  the  reports  from 
this  county  are  not  so  full,  or  so  reliable,  as  they  miglit,  and  ought 
to,  be.  The  sum  raised  for  educational  purposes  is  but  very  little 
larger  than  that  last  reported.  Two  new  school  houses  have  been 
erected  during  the  year  at  a  cost  of  $1,450  00.  Three  others  are 
still  needed. 


SUSSEX  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  $3,755  74. 

A  remarkable  improvement  is  observable  in  the  educational  affairs 
of  this  countv.  A  sura  exceeding  that  last  reported,  by  more  than 
$5,000,  h  as  been  raised  by  tax  this  year,  for  the  support  of  schools; 
and  this,  too,  has  been  done  by  a  population  so  diminished,  that  five 
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of  its  schools  could  he  discontinued.  Yet,  with  this  diminished  popu¬ 
lation,  the  attendance  at  school  is  greater  by  more  than  one  thousand 
than  that  of  the  year  previous.  Of  its  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
teachers  only  four  are  without  license;  and  such  has  been  the  fidelity 
of  its  school  ollicers,  that  very  few,  comparatively,  of  these  teachers 
have  failed  to  keep  the  registers  required  by  law.  Thirty-two  of  the 
schools  of  this  county  have  been  free  throughout  the  year  :  and  ninety- 
one  are  described  as  well  taught  and  disciplined.  There  is  no  county 
in  the  State  whose  progress  is  more  encouraging. 


UNION  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  ^2,756  74. 

The  statistics  relating  to  the  schools  of  this  county  are  imperfect, 
in  consequence  of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  two  of  the  township  officers 
to  furnish  reports.  If  these  townships  have  done  as  w'ell  during  this 
as  during  the  previous  year,  then  there  has  been  in  this  county  no 
diminution  of  interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  On  the  contrary, 

t/  ' 

there  is  evidence  of  improvement,  and  of  a  sincere  desire  tc  elevate 
the  standard  of  public  instruction.  Although  the  number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  is  but  a  trifle  greater, 
one  school  has  been  added  to  the  number  in  operation,  the  year  pre¬ 
vious,  making  the  whole  number  thirty-five.  Of  these,  twenty-six  are 
entirely  free  ;  and  nearly  all  are  said  to  be  well  taught  and  disci¬ 
plined.  The  teachers,  with  only  one  exception,  are  licensed  accord¬ 
ing  to  lavv;  and  registers  of  attendance  are  kept  in  all  the  schools. 
The  sum  raised  for  educational  purposes  is  greater  than  that  last 
reported  by  Jl,068  77.  The  whole  number  in  attendance  has  also 
increased.  One  additional  school  house  is  yet  very  much  needed. 

W^ARREN  COUNTY — APPORTIONMENT,  §3,657  72. 

The  number  of  public  schools  in  this  county  is  one  hundred  and 
eight,  which  is  eight  more  than  last  reported.  AVith  this  large  in¬ 
crease,  the  amount  of  money  raised  for  educational  purposes,  as 
reported  to  me,  is  but  a  trifle  greater  ;  but  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  sum  reported  is  §2,500  less  than  the  amount  actually  ex¬ 
pended.  It  is  true  that  the  number  of  teachers  employed  is  less,  but 
the  average  salary  paid  to  them  is  greater.  The  whole  number  of 
children  in  attendance  at  school  is  larger ;  and  so  is  the  average 
attendance.  Thirty-nine  schools  have  been  free  throughout  the  year. 
I  regret  to  say  that  the  number  reported  as  well  taught  and  disci¬ 
plined,  is  comparatively  small.  The  law  requiring  teachers  to  be 
licensed  has  been  rigidly  enforced  ;  and  in  a  large  majority  of  the 
schools,  the  registers  of  attendance  have  been  kept.  One  school 
house  has  been  erected ;  and  eight  additional  ones  are  much  needed. 
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Xone  of  the  duties  of  my  office  have  demanded  more  time  and  labor 

4/ 

than  the  settlement  of  difficulties  and  controversies  arisins;  from  the 
misconstruction  or  misapprehension  of  the  laws  relating  to  public 
schools.  These  controversies  were  found  to  be  so  injurious  to  the 
cause  of  education  among  us,  that  the  appeals  made  to  me  during  my 
first  year  of  service  were  not  unfrequently,  accompanied  by  earnest 
petitionSjthat  I  would  labor  with  the  Legislature  to  have  the  laws  revised 
and  made  sufficiently  clear  to  be  understood  by  those  for  whose  gov¬ 
ernment  they  were  intended.  I  have  been  constrained  to  give  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  the  subject;  and,  from  year  to  year,  have  pub¬ 
lished  my  interpretations  among  the  documents  accompanying  my 
report.  These  interpretations,  printed,  from  time  to  time,  in  pam¬ 
phlet  form,  have  been  distributed  in  every  part  of  the  State  ;  and  as  one 
result  of  this  it  is  more  generally  admitted,  at  present,  that  we  have 
school  laws  adapted  to  our  wants,  and  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  main¬ 
tain  a  good  and  efficient  system  of  public  instruction.  I  now  give 
these  interpretations  in  a  condensed  form,  believing  that  their  publica¬ 
tion,  as  a  part  of  my  report,  will  be  valuable  to  township  and  district 
officers,  and  will  serve  to  correct  many  abuses  that  have  crept  into  the 
manairement  of  school  affairs. 


IKTERPEETATION  OE  THE  SCHOOL  LAWS. 


L— THE  GENERAL  SCHOOL  LAW. 

1.  The  general  school  law  is  in  full  force  and  effect  in  all  parts  of  the 
State,  except  where  special  acts  and  charters  are  granted  ;  in  which 
cases  the  general  school  law  is  of  no  force  whenever  it  conflicts  with 
such  special  acts  and  charters. 

2.  Boards  of  Education  established  under  special  laws  must  make 
annual  reports  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

3.  The  schools  established  under  special  acts  must  be  free,  in  order  to 
be  entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  school  fund. 

4.  The  school  fund  can  be  distributed  only  to  public  schools ;  and 
public  schools  are  such  schools  only  as  are  entirely  under  the  control 
of  officers  appointed  by  the  people. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  fund  established  for  the  support 
of  free  schools  shall  be  perpetual,  and  declares  that  the  income  thereof, 
except  so  much  as  may  be  judged  expedient  to  apply  to  an  increase 
of  the  capital,  shall  be  annually  appropriated  to  the  support  of  public 
schools,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  people  of  the  State.  From 
time  to  time,  the  Legislature  has  passed  laws  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  public  schools,  and  for  the  regulation  of  every 
thing  therevvdth  connected.  These  laws  are  in  full  force  and  effect  in 
every  part  of  the  State,  except  in  certain  cities  and  districts,  where 
the  inhabitants  are  empowered  by  special  acts  and  charters  to  estab¬ 
lish  and  maintain  public  schools.  In  such  cases  the  general  school 
law  is  of  no  force  when  it  conflicts  with  such  special  acts  and  charters. 
The  Boards  of  Education  in  cities  and  incorporated  towns  cannot, 
however,  expend  the  interest  of  the  school  fund  apportioned  to  them, 
except  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  public  schools.  The  in¬ 
come  of  this  fund,  by  a  provision  of  the  constitution,  cannot  be  used 
for  any  other  purpose.  So  far  then  as  regards  the  expenditure  of  the 
moneys  apportioned  to  them  by  the  State,  Boards  of  Education  acting 
under  special  charter  must  be  governed  by  the  general  school  law. 
The  officers  comprising  such  boards,  in  all  transactions  affecting  these 
moneys,  hold  similar  relations  to  the  State  as  are  held  by  district 
trustees,  town  superintendents,  and  other  local  officers  appointed  under 
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tlie  general  law.  The  state  must  be  regularly  and  fully  advised  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  funds  confided  to  them  are  disposed  of,  and 
to  this  end  it  is  incumbent  upon  such  boards  to  make  out  a  report  in 
writing  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Schools,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  December,  in  each  and 
every  year,  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  schools  within  their 
respective  territories  and  under  their  control,  the  number  of  scholars 
taught  therein,  the  terms  of  tuition,  the  length  of  time  such  schools 
have  been  kept  open,  the  amount  of  money  received  by  them,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  appropriated  and  expended,  together 
with  such  other  information  as  they  may  think  necessary,  or  m.ay  be 
required  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 

II._COU1nTY  examiners. 

1.  The  chosen  freeholders  of  every  county  are  reipiired  by  lavr  to 
appoint,  at  their  first  annual  meeting,  two  Examiners  and  Visitors 
for  their  respective  counties. 

2.  County  Examiners  may  take  such  course  as  shall  to  them  seem 
most  advisable  in  the  examination  of  teachers. 

3.  They  may  limit  a  teacher’s  license  as  regards  time. 

4.  When  graded  schools  are  maintained  in  a  county,  the  certificates 
of  license  may  specify  the  grade  for  which  the  teacher  therein 
named  is  qualified. 

The  law  very  wisely  provides  for  the  appointment  in  each  county 
of  two  persons  whose  special  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  and  license 
teachers.  They  are  denominated  Examiners  and  Visitors.  These 
officers  are  appointed  by  the  chosen  freeholders;  and  it  is  a  mistake 
to  suppose,  as  is  too  frequently  the  case,  that  this  appointment  may, 
or  may  not,  be  made  at  tlie  discretion  of  the  freeholders.  The  chosen 
freeholders  are  required  by  law  to  appoint,  at  their  first  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  two  Examiners  and  Visitors  for  their  respective  counties.  The 
law  is  imperative  in  this  matter. 

Examiners  and  Visitors  thus  appointed  have  a  single  duty  assigned 
to  them,  namely,  to  examine  and  license  teacher’s  for  their  respective 
counties.  But  the  law'  does  not  specify  how',  or  when,  or  for  what 
period  of  time,  they  may  so  examine  and  license.  These  are  mat¬ 
ters,  then,  wherein  they  have  discretionary  powers ;  and  it  follows 
that  they  may  adopt  such  course  as  shall  seem  to  them  most  advisable 
in  the  examination  of  teachers.  They  may  hold  regular  meetings  for 
this  purpose,  or,  if  so  agreed  upon  betw'een  them,  they  may  examine 
and  license  teacher’s  separately.  The  licenses  granted  by  them  may 
be  limited  as  to  time,  but  must  be  restricted  to  the  counties  for  w'hich 
the  Examiners  are  appointed.  When  graded  schools  exist  in  a 
county,  the  certificates  of  license  may  specify  the  grade  for  which  the 
teacher  therein  named  is  qualified. 
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iil_town  superintendents. 

1.  A  Town  Superintendent  holds  his  office  for  one  year  and  until 
another  is  elected  and  legally  qualified  in  his  stead. 

2.  In  case  the  individual  elected  to  the  office  of  Town  Superintendent 
fails  to  qualify,  or  give  such  security  as  is  required  by  law,  within 
ten  days  after  his  election,  or  appointment,  his  office  becomes 
vacant. 

3.  A  public  school  teacher  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  Town  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

4.  A  Town  Superintendent  cannot  refuse  to  pay  an  order  given  to  a 
teacher  for  his  wages  on  the  ground  that  the  trustees  allow  such 
teacher  more  than  his  services  are  worth,  or  more  than  such  trustees 
ought  to  allow  him.’ 

5.  A  Towm  Superintendent  may  refuse  to  pay  an  order  made  upon 
him  by  the  trustees  of  a  school  district,  if  in  his  opinion  such 
trustees  are  not  entitled  to  make  such  order. 

Section  five  of  the  act  to  establish  public  schools,  approved  April 
17,  1846,  authorizes  and  empowers  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
townships,  at  their  annual  town  meetings,  to  elect  and  choose  in  the 
same  manner  as  “other  town  officers”  are  elected,  one  suitable  per¬ 
son  who  shall  be  denominated  a  town  superintendent  of  public  schools, 
for  their  respective  townships,  etc.  Now,  as  “  other  township  officers  ” 
are  elected  to  hold  their  offices  “one  year,  and  until  others  shall  be 
chosen  and  legally  qualified  in  their  stead,”  it  follow^s  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  section  five  above  referred  to,  to  place  town  superin¬ 
tendents,  as  regards  their  terms  of  service,  on  the  same  footing  with 
“  other  township  officers.” 

Section  ten  of  the  act  above  named,  provides  that  the  town  super¬ 
intendent  shall  within  ten  days  after  his  appointment,  enter  into  a 
bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  his  township,  in  their  corporate  name, 
with  two  good  and  sufficient  securities,  etc.  ;  and  the  law  regulating 
the  election  of  township  officers,  provides  that  if  any  officer  shall  not 
give  such  security  as  is,  or  shall  be,  by  law  required,  within  the  time 
for  that  purpose  limited,  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  such  neglect 
shall  be  deemed  a  refusal  to  serve  in  such  office,  and  the  township  in 
which  such  officer  was  chosen,  or  township  committee  who  appointed 
him,  as  the  case  shall  require,  may  thereupon  proceed  to  a  new  elec¬ 
tion,  or  appointment.”  The  words  “in  the  same  manner  as  other 
township  officers  are  elected,”  comprehend  the  provisions  of  the  law 
regulating  the  election  of  township  officers  above  quoted,  and  it  fol¬ 
lows  that,  in  case  the  individual  elected  to  the  office  of  town  superin¬ 
tendent  fails  to  qualify,  or  give  such  security  as  is  required  by  law, 
within  ten  days  after  his  election,  or  appointment,  his  office  becomes 
vacant. 
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A  public  school  teacher  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  Town  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

A  Town  Superintendent  cannot  refuse  to  pay  an  order  given  to  a 
teacher  for  his  wages  on  the  ground  that  the  trustees  allow  such 
teacher  more  than  his  services  are  worth,  or  more  than  such  trustees 
ought  to  allow  him.  The  trustees  are  the  only  persons  authorized  by 
law  to  contract  with  and  employ  a  teacher,  and  they  are  the  only  per¬ 
sons  authorized  to  judge  as  to  the  value  of  a  teacher’s  services. 
Nevertheless,  a  Town  Superintendent  may  refuse  to  pay  an  order 
made  upon  him  by  the  trustees  of  a  school  district,  if  in  his  opinion 
such  trustees  are  not  entitled  to  make  such  order ;  and  thereupon,  the 
trustees  may  appeal  to  the  State  Superintendent,  placing  before  him 
all  the  facts  in  the  case.  This  decision,  approved  by  the  Attorney- 
General,  will  be  final  until  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

lY.— DISTRICT  TRUSTEES. 

1.  A  district  composed  of  portions  of  two  or  more  townships  is  not 
entitled  to  more  than  three  Trustees. 

2.  A  Trustee  may  be  reelected  to  office  as  often  as  the  inhabitants  of 
a  district  see  fic  to  do  so. 

3.  A  Trustee  must  reside  in  the  district  for  which  he  is  elected. 

4.  In  case  a  Trustee  wishes  to  be  absent  for  a  season  from  his  dis¬ 
trict,  it  is  not  lawful  to  appoint  some  individual  to  serve  in  his  stead 
for  the  period  that  he  is  absent. 

5.  A  Trustee  cannot  resign  his  office  to  the  town  superintendent,  but 
only  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  lawfully  assembled. 

(j.  In  case  a  Trustee  resign  his  office  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants, 
said  office  cannot  be  filled  at  the  same  meeting,  but  only  after  due 
notice  of  an  election  has  been  given. 

7.  A  Trustee’s  office  becomes  vacant  by  his  removal  from  the  district 
for  which  he  is  elected. 

8.  A  Trustee  cannot  be  expelled  from  his  office  by  a  vote  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  his  district. 

9.  Trustees  have  a  right  to  keep  the  school  house  doors  closed,  when 
they  do  not  thereby  defeat  the  object  for  which  said  house  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be  used. 

10.  District  Trustees  alone  have  the  right  to  establish  a  public  school 
and  contract  with  and  employ  a  public  school  teacher. 

11.  A  Trustee  does  not  continue  to  hold  office  in  consequence  of  a 
failure  at  the  annual  meeting  to  hold  an  election. 

Every  school  district  is  entitled  to  three  trustees ;  and  no  school 
district,  even  if  it  be  formed  of  portions  of  two  or  more  townships,  is 
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entitled  to  more  tlian  tliree  trustees.  A  majority  of  the  board  of 
trustees  is  competent  to  transact  any  business  tliat  may  devolve  upon 
them  as  trustees.  Any  taxable  male  citizen  of  a  school  district  is 
eligible  to  tlie  office  of  Trustee  ;  and  any  such  person  may  be  reelected 
to  such  office,  year  after  year,  as  long  as  the  inhabitants  of  a  district 
may  see  fit  to  continue  liim  therein. 

A  Trustee  cannot  delcg:itc  Ids  authority  to  another  person  ;  and  if 
he  wishes  to  be  absent  for  a  season  from  his  district,  it  is  not  lawful 
for  the  inliabitants  to  appoint  some  individual  to  serve  in  his  stead  for 
the  period  that  he  is  absent.  If  a  Trustee  leaves  his  district  with  the 
intention  to  be  absent  six  months’  or  more,  his  office  thereby  becomes 
vacant,  and  ten  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  district  may  notify 
the  Town  Superintendent  of  the  fact,  in  writing,  whereupon,  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  said  Superintendent  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  district  for 
the  purpose  of  fdling  the  vacancy. 

A  Trustee  cannot  resign  his  office  to  the  Town  Superintendent. 
II  is  office  is  conferred  upon  him  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  listrict  at 
a  meeting  held  in  accordance  with  the  law ;  and  he  can  resign  his 
office  only  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  held  according  to  law. 
The  office  of  trustee  cannot  be  resigned  and  filled  again  at  one  and 
the  same  meeting ;  for  the  law  provides  that  when  a  vacancy  occurs 
in  the  board  of  trustees  of  any  school  district,  the  election  to  fill  such 
vacancy  shall  be  held  upon  ten  days  notice  of  the  time  thereof  to  be 
given  by  the  Town  Superintendent  of  the  township  in  which  such  dis¬ 
trict  is  situate,  by  advertisement  in  three  of  the  most  public  places  in 
said  district. 

A  Trustee  cannot  be  expelled  from  office  by  the  inhabitants  of  his 
district  for  any  reason  whatever. 

The  district  school  house  is  as  much  under  the  control  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  trustees  as  if  it  were  part  of  their  personal  property,  except  that 
they  have  no  right  to  deprive  the  district  of  its  possession,  or  of  its 
use  for  school  purposes.  They  may  close  its  doors  at  all  times  when 
the  school  is  not  in  session. 

District  Trustees  alone  have  the  right  to  establish  a  public  school, 
and  to  contract  with  and  employ  a  public  school  teacher.  They  can¬ 
not,  however,  employ  a  teacher  w^ho  is  not  regularly  licensed. 

A  Trustee  cannot  continue  to  hold  his  office  in  consequence  of  a 
failure  to  fill  his  place  at  the  annual  district  meeting.  The  laAv 
provides  that  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  several  school  districts 
shall  elect  annually,  one  trustee  to  hold  his  office  three  years ;  and 
there  is  no  section  of  the  laav  which  provides  that  such  trustee  shall 
hold  his  office  for  any  greater  period  of  time,  or  until  his  successor 
shall  be  elected.  If  no  election  be  held  at  an  annual  district  meeting, 
the  vacancy  that  then  occurs  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  continues  to 
exist,  and  can  be  filled  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  sup¬ 
plement  to  the  act,  approved  March  17,  1854. 
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V.— INCORPORATED  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 

1.  An  incorporated  school  district  may  be  altered  or  abolished  with 
the  assent  of  the  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  district,  which 
assent  may  be  obtained  in  any  way  that  is  convenient  and  suffi¬ 
ciently  decisive  to  enable  the  Town  Superintendent  and  trustees  to 
make  the  requisite  certificate  of  the  alteration  or  abolishment. 

2.  The  consent  of  the  trustees  of  an  incorporated  district  is  not 
necessary  in  order  to  alter  or  abolish  such  district. 

3.  When  an  incorporated  district  and  a  township  are  territorially 
alike,  the  money  raised  by  tax  at  town  meetings  must  be  applied  to 
all  the  schools  in  the  district  entitled  under  the  law  to  a  portion  of 
the  school  fund. 

The  law  requires  the  Town  Superintendent  and  trustees  to  be  sat¬ 
isfied  as  to  the  wishes  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated 
district  before  altering  or  abolishing  it.  But  the  manner  in  which 
the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  are  to  be  ascertained  not  being  declared, 
it  may  be  inferred  that  the  law  intends  this  matter  to  be  governed  by 
circumstances.  The  consent,  then,  of  the  majority  of  the  legal  voters 
of  the  district  may  be  obtained  in  any  way  that  is  convenient,  and 
sufficiently  decisive  to  enable  the  Town  Superintendent  to  make  the 
requisite  certificate  of  the  alteration  or  abolishment ;  and  inasmuch 
as  the  law  requires  the  Town  Superintendent  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the 
wishes  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district  before 
altering  or  abolishing  it,  it  is  fair  that,  in  case  a  sacrifice  of  time  in 
canvassing  a  district  be  necessary  on  his  part,  he  should  receive  com¬ 
pensation  for  his  services  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  day. 

It  is  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  and  not  the  trustees 
who  have  the  right  to  decide  whether  such  district  shall  be  altered  or 
not.  If  the  inhabitants  determine  that  it  shall  be  altered,  the  trustees 
cannot  refuse  to  sign  the  necessary  certificate,  although  they  may  be 
person-ally  opposed  to  such  alteration.  Should  they  refuse,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  proper  court  for  an  order  compelling  them 
to  discharge  their  duty.  The  consent  of  the  trustees  of  an  incorpo¬ 
rated  district  is  not  necessary  in  order  to  alter  or  abolish  such  district. 

It  happens,  sometimes,  though  very  rarely,  that  the  boundaries  of  a 
township  correspond  territorially  with  the  boundaries  of  an  incorpo¬ 
rated  district ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  there  is  but  one  district  in  a 
township,  and  that  district  is  incorporated.  In  such  a  district  there 
may  be  one  or  more  schools  under  the  care  of  a  religious  society,  which 
school  or  schools,  may  be  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  public  school  fund. 
If,  now,  at  the  annual  town  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  a  town¬ 
ship,  it  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  vote  to  raise  by  tax  a  certain  sum  of 
money  for  the  support  of  schools,  must  all  this  money  be  devoted  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  school  belonging  to  the  incorporated  district, 
or  must  a  portion  of  it  be  allowed  to  the  school,  or  schools,  under  the 
care  of  the  religious  societies  in  said  district  ? 
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Tlio  money  tlins  raised  must  be  equitably  divided  among  all  the 
schools  of  the  township  entitled  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  school  fund. 
If  the  people  of  such  a  township  desire  to  raise  money  as  an  incorpo¬ 
rated  school  district,  they  must,  through  their  trustees,  as  a  district, 
give  the  tmtice  required  by  section  11  of  the  “Supplement  to  the  act 
to  establish  Public  Schools,”  approved  March  14,  1851 ;  and  the 
people  must  decide  by  a  vote  of  two- thirds  of  those  assembled  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  said  notice,  how  much  money  shall  be  raised  by  taxation,  a 
certificate  of  which  must  be  made  out  and  signed  by  the  trustees,  and 
delivered  to  the  assessor  of  said  township. 

VI.— DISTRICTS  NOT  INCORPORATED. 

1.  Township  committees  have  no  authority  to  establish  or  alter  school 
districts. 

2.  The  inhabitants  of  a  school  district  have  no  right  to  meet,  and,  by 
a  vote,  Avithdraw  from  the  district  to  which  they  belong. 

3.  The  Town  Superintendent  alone  has  power  to  establish,  to  alter  or 
abolish  an  unincorporated  school  district. 

4.  Town  Superintendents  cannot  be  compelled  to  alter  or  abolish  a 
school  district. 

5.  A  district  lying  partly  in  one  township  and  partly  in  another,  can¬ 
not  be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  Superintendents  of  both 

■  townshi[)S,  except  in  case  of  disagreement,  AA^hen  the  Superintendents 
of  the  three  next  adjacent  townships  may  alter  it. 

6.  A  Toavu  Superintendent  cannot  alter  or  abolish  a  school  district 
■without  first  communicating  his  intention  to  the  trustees  of  all  the 
districts  to  be  thereby  affected. 

7.  The  trustees,  and  not  the  toAvnahip  committee,  may  be  associated 
Avith  the  Town  Superintendent  in  altering  the  boundaries  of  a  school 
district. 

A  nutuher  of  the  inhabitants  of  two  school  districts  having  met  at 
a  privat(‘  house,  resolved  to  set  off  and  organize  a  neAv  district  from 
those  to  which  they  respectively  belonged.  With  a  vieAv  to  carrying 
out  this  design,  they  prepared  a  list  of  such  families  as  desired  to  be 
go  set  off  as  a  neAv  district,  appointed  trustees,  and  adopted  the  name 
of  Bel  merit  District.  Subsequently  the  individuals  appointed  as  trus¬ 
tees  appeared  before  the  township  committee,  and  asked  to  have  their 
proceedings  ratified.  The  committee  “decided  to  Avaive  all  objections 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  form  in  Avhich  the  matter  AV^as  presented,”  and 
the  proceedings  were  by  them  approved. 

Proceedings  of  this  kind  are  unwarranted  by  laAv,  and  are,  of 
course,  Avithout  the  least  force  or  eflect.  In  the  first  place,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  distr  icts  have  no  authority  to  meet,  and  Avithdravv  from  the  dis- 
‘tricts  to  Avhich  they  respectively  belong.  In  the  second  place,  having 
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met,  and  determined,  if  possible,  to  set  themselves  off  as  a  separate  dis¬ 
trict,  they  have  no  right,  at  such  meeting,  to  choose  trustees.  In  the 
third  place,  having  met  and  resolved  to  set  themselves  off  a  district, 
their  action  can  not  be  authoritatively  approved,  or  disapproved,  or  in 
any  wise  reviewed  officially  by  the  township  committee.  The  town¬ 
ship  committee  has  no  power  whatever,  to  establish  or  alter  school 
districts.  If  the  inhabitants  of  the  so-called  Belmont  district  desired 
to  set  themselves  off  from  the  districts  to  which  they  belonged,  they 
should  have  applied  to  the  Town  Superintendent,  wffio  alone  had 
authority  to  carry  out  their  wishes.  If  the  Town  Superintendent  had 
seen  fit  to  form  a  district  in  accordance  with  their  wishes,  and  if  the 
trustees  of  the  districts  to  which  they  belonged,  had  not  objected  to 
his  so  doing,  he  could  have  set  them  off  at  any  time  ;  and  within 
twenty  days  after  he  had  so  set  them  off,  it  would  have  been  his  duty 
to  prepare  a  notice  in  wudting  describing  the  district  thus  formed,  and 
appointing  a  time  and  place  for  the  first  district  meeting,  and  thea, 
and  not  till  then,  could  the  district  trustees  be  elected. 

Township  committees  have  no  power  to  compel  Town  Superintend¬ 
ents  to  alter  unincorporated  districts.  If  a  Town  Superintendent 
refuse  to  alter  such  a  district,  there  is  no  person  authorized  to  compel 
him  to  do  so. 

A  district  lying  partly  in  one  township,  and  partly  in  another,  can¬ 
not  be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  Superintendents  of  h;>r,h 
townships,  e.xcept  in  cases  of  disagreement  betwmen  them,  when  tliey 
must  associate  with  themselves  the  Superintendents  of  the  three  next 
adjacent  townships,  and  the  decision  of  the  whole  number  of  such 
Superintendents  so  associated  together,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shail 
be  final. 

Section  seventeen  of  “An  Act  to  Establish  Public  Schools,”  ap¬ 
proved  April  IT,  1816,  provides  that:  In  the  erection  or  altej-ation 
of  a  school  district,  the  trustees  of  any  district  to  he  affected  thereby, 
may  appl}’  to  the  towmship  committee  to  be  associated  with  the  Town 
Superintendent,  and  their  action  shall  be  final.”  Which  section  evi¬ 
dently  recognizes  the  right  of  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  to  be 
notdied  of  any  alteration  thereof  contemplated  by  the  Town  Superin¬ 
tendent,  in  order  that,  in  case  of  dissatisfaction  on  their  part,  they 
may  make  use  of  such  means  as  the  law  provides  for  preventing  such 
alterations. 

This  section  of  the  law  does  not  require  the  Town  Superintendent,, 
before  altering  a  district,  to  serve  a  formal  notice  of  his  intention 
upon  the  trustees,  but  in  its  phraseology,  and  its  provisions,  it  intends, 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  school  districts  shall  not  be  altered  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  trustees  of  such  district. 

While  then  a  Town  Superintendent,  in  the  alteration  of  a  school 
district,  is  not  obliged  to  obtain  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  thereof ;  and  while  such  alteration  would  be  lawful  (though 
in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  trustees,)  if  consummated  with  their 
knowledge,  and  without  protest,  or  appeal,  on  their  part,  such  altera- 
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tion  made  covertly,  and  without  their  knowledge,  would  be  a  disregard 
of  the  spirit,  the  phraseology  and  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  would 
be  void  ah  initio. 

A  wrong  interpretation  is  not  unfrequently  given  to  the  words  of 
section  seventeen  above  quoted.  It  is  the  trustees^  and  not  the  town¬ 
ship  committee,  who  may  be  associated  with  the  Town  Superintendent 
in  altering  the  boundaries  of  a  school  district. 

O 

YII._DISTRICT  meetings. 

1.  The  Town  Superintendent  is  the  only  person  authorized  by  law  to 
call  district  meetings,  except  when  it  is  desirable  in  incorporated 
districts  to  raise  money  by  tax  ;  and  in  such  cases  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  trustees  to  notify  the  inhabitants  to  assemble. 

2.  It  is  not  obligatory  upon  the  Town  Superintendent  to  call  the  dis¬ 
trict  meetings  at  the  district  school  house. 

3.  The  annual  district  meeting  must  be  held  on  the  day  fixed  by  law, 
and  not  on  any  day  which  the  Town  Superintendent  may  deem 
more  desirable. 

4.  Three  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  a  district,  meeting  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  a  legal  notice,  are  sufificient  to  transact  the  business  for 
which  such  meeting  is  called. 

5.  At  a  meeting  of  the  indabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  called 
to  raise  money,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  trustees,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  should  be  present. 

6.  Money  cannot  be  ordered  to  be  raised  by  tax  at  a  meeting  of  the 
taxable  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  unless  the  purpose 
to  raise  money  be  declared  in  the  notice  by  which  such  meeting  is 
called. 

7.  At  a  meeting  of  an  incorporated  district,  there  ‘being  many  per¬ 
sons  present  not  entitled  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings,  it  would 
be  improper  to  vote  viva  voce  on  a  resolution  to  raise  money  by 
tax ;  and  the  trustees,  if  dissatisfied,  may  refuse  to  make  out  and 
sign  the  required  certificate. 

8.  When  no  inspectors  ot  election  are  appointed  at  a  district  meeting, 
the  chairman,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  is  authorized,  in  case  of  dis¬ 
pute,  to  decide  who  are,  and  who  are  not  legal  voters. 

Section  six  of  the  act  to  establish  public  schools,  approved,  April 
’17,  1846,  provides  that  “  district  meetings  shall  be  held  annually  on 
the  first  Monday  of  April,  of  the  time  and  place  of  which  meeting, 
ten  days’  notice  shall  be  given  in  writing  by  the  Town  Superintend- 
ent.”  Again,  at  sections  one  and  two  of  the  supplement  to  said  act, 
•approved  March  17,  1854,  it  is  provided  that  “in  case  of  any  va¬ 
cancy  in  the  board  of  trustees  of  any  school  district,  the  election  to 
fill  such  vacancy  shall  be  held  upon  ten  days  notice  of  the  time  and 
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place  thereof,  to  be  given  by  the  Town  Superintendent,”  etc.  But 
at  section  eleven  of  said  act,  it  is  provided  that  “  in  case  the  trustees 
of  any  incorporated  school  district  shall  desire  to  purchase  land,  to 
build  a  school  house  thereon,  or  to  build  or  enlarge  a  school  house,  or 
to  expend  in  repairs  a  larger  sum  in  any  one  year  than  twenty  dol¬ 
lars,  or  to  pay  existing  debts,  or  to  dispose  of,  or  mortgage,  a  school 
house,  or  to  raise  additional  money  for  such  purposes ;  or  for  main¬ 
taining  free  schools  in  said  district,  such  trustees  may  call  a  meeting 
of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  said  district,  at  some  public  place  there¬ 
in,  signed  by  at  least  two  of  said  trustees  setting  forth  the  time  and 
place,”  etc. 

It  appears  then  that  the  Town  Superintendent  is  the  only  person 
authorized  by  law  to  call  district  meetings,  except  when  it  is  desired, 
in  incorporated  districts,  to  raise  money  by  tax ;  and  in  such  cases  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to  notify  the  inhabitants  to  assemble. 
While  it  would  be  proper  for  the  Town  Superintendent  to  consult  the 
wishes  of  the  trustees,  as  to  the  time  and  place  for  holding  such 
meetings  as  he  is  authorized  to  call,  he  is  under  no  obligation  to  do 
so,  and  it  is  not  within  the  power  of  the  trustees  to  change  the  hour  or 
the  place  wLich  he  designates  in  his  notice. 

It  is  not  obligatory  upon  the  Town  Superintendent  to  call  the  dis¬ 
trict  meeting  at  the  district  school  house,  although,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  trustees  this  may  be  the  most  suitable  place. 

Annual  district  meetings  must  be  held  on  the  day  fixed  upon  by 
law,  and  not  on  any  day  which  the  Town  Superintendent  or  the 
trustees,  may  deem  more  desirable.  In  case  of  a  failure  to  hold  a 
meeting  on  that  day,  the  office  of  the  trustee  whose  term  then  ex¬ 
pires,  becomes  vacant,  and  can  be  filled  afterwards  only  at  a  meeting 
called  expressly  for  such  purpose. 

The  law  does  not  specify  the  number  of  persons  who  shall  be  pres¬ 
ent  and  vote  at  a  district  meeting  held  for  any  purpose  ;  but  it  declares 
that  certain  matters  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority,  and  certain 
other  matters  by  two-thirds,  of  those  present.  It  is  fair  to  infer, 
then,  that  a  legal  meeting  cannot  be  held  unless  three  persons,  at 
least,  be  assembled ;  and  in  my  opinion,  three  of  the  taxable  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  a  district,  meeting  in  pursuance  of  a  legal  notice,  are  suffi¬ 
cient  to  transact  the  business  for  which  such  meeting  is  called. 

It  is  sometimes  supposed  that  the  trustees  must  be  present  at  a 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  because  the 
law  requires  two  of  them,  at  least,  to  make  out  and  sign  a  certificate 
of  the  amount  of  money  ordered  to  be  raised,  and  deliver  said  certifi¬ 
cate  to  the  assessor  of  the  township.  But  this  is  not  the  case.  It 
is  not  necessary  that  the  trustees  should  be  present  at  such  a  meeting. 
The  minutes  of  the  meeting  attested  by  the  chairman  and  secretary, 
are  sufficient  to  warrant  the  trustees  in  making  out  and  signing  the 
requisite  certificate. 

The  notice  of  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  dis¬ 
trict  to  raise  money,  should  specify  as  fully  as  possible  the  purpose 
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for  which  the  money  is  to  be  raised.  Lender  a  call  to  raise  money  for 
incidental  expenses,  it  would  not  be  lawful  to  order  money  to  be 
raised  to  purchase  land,  or  to  build  a  school  house.  Nor  would  it  be 
lawful  to  raise  money  for  any  purpose  at  a  meeting  called  to  elect  a 
trustee,  “  and  for  the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary.”  Money  cannot  be  ordered  to  be  raised  by  tax  at 
a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  unless  the 
purpose  to  raise  money  be  declared  in  the  notice  by  which  such  meet¬ 
ing  is  called. 

In  order  to  raise  money  by  taxation,  it  is  required  by  law  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  present  at  a  meeting  held  for  that 
purpose,  shall  give  their  consent.  But  the  law  does  not  declare  in 
what  manner  the  vote  shall  be  taken.  This  may  be  done  in  any  way 
whereby  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  may  be  satisfactorily  expressed. 
But  if  the  meeting  is  evidently  composed  largely  of  persons  not  en¬ 
titled  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings,  it  would  be  improper  to  vote 
viva  voce  on  a  resolution  to  raise  money  by  tax ;  and  the  trustees,  if 
dissatisfied  with  such  vote,  may  refuse  to  make  out  and  sign  the  re¬ 
quired  certificate.  Under  which  circumstances,  appeal  may  be  made 
to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Schools,  whose  duty  it  will  then  be 
to  investigate  the  matter,  and  by  his  decision,  either  sustain  the  action 
of  the  trustees,  or  direct  them  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  meeting. 

None  but  male  white  citizens,  who  are  taxable,  are  entitled  to  vote 
at  district  meetings.  Such  is  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court, 
rendered  in  the  year  1855.  But  who  is  to  decide  as  to  the  qualifica¬ 
tion,  of  an  individual  voter,  is  sometimes  a  very  perplexing  (juestion 
at  district  meetings  ;  and  it  happens  occasionally  that  two  persons 
pretend  to  the  same  office  in  the  Board  of  Trustees,  one  of  them  being 
sustained  by  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  at  which  he  claims  to  have 
been  elected,  while  the  other  is  sustained  by  the  old  members  of  the 
board,  on  the  ground  that  the  opposing  candidate’s  majority  was  ob¬ 
tained  by  illegal  voting. 

When  no  inspectors  of  election  are  appointed  at  a  district  meeting, 
the  chairman,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  is  authorized  in  case  of  dispute 
to  decide  who  are,  and  who  are  not,  legal  voters.  The  decision  of  a 
presiding  officer  does  not,  however,  preclude  an  investigation  of  the 
legal  result  of  an  election;  and  this  decision  may  be  reversed  by  the 
proper  court ;  but  until  this  decision  is  reversed  it  must  govern  in  the 
premises. 

YIIL_PUBLIC  schools. 

1.  A  public  school  is  a  school  that  is  completely  under  the  control  of 
officers  elected,  or  appointed,  by  the  people. 

2.  None  other  than  public  schools  can  claim  a  portion  of  the  public 
moneys,  unless  entitled  to  it  under  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  to 
establish  public  schools,  approved  April  17,  1846. 
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3.  Public  schools  must  be  free  so  lonir  as  they  can  be  so  maintained 
by  the  public  moneys. 

4.  One  public  school  at  least,  must  be  established  and  maintained  in 
each  district. 

5.  A  child  must  attend  the  public  school  belonging  to  the  district  in 
which  he  resides. 

G.  A  child  may  be  transferred  from  one  district  to  another  on  certain 
conditions. 

7.  Trustees  may  char<re  a  tuition  fee  for  children  who  are  not 
residents. 

8.  A  child  may  be  expelled  from  a  public  school  by  the  district  trus¬ 
tees  if  his  attendance  thereat  is  injurious  to  such  school. 

A  great  deal  of  uncertainty  prevails  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  term 
piiblia  school ;  and,  in  order  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  public  moneys, 
this  name  is  sometimes  applied  to  schools  which  have  no  claims  what¬ 
ever  to  it.  Schools  under  the  care  of  religious  societies  are  not  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  even  though  they  be  entirely  free.  Schools  belonging  to 
societies,  or  private  corporations  of  any  kind,  are  not  public  .'chools. 
A  public  school  is  a  school  that  is  completely  under  the  control  of 
officers  elected  or  appointed  according  to  law  by  the  taxable  inhab¬ 
itants  of  the  district,  or  place,  in  wliich  it  is  located.  Its  teachers 
are  appointed  by  the  trustees,  ancl  paid  by  the  trustees,  and  can  be 
removed  by  the  trustees  ;  and  the  trustees,  in  turn,  are  governed  by 
the  general  school  law,  which  prescribes  their  duties,  and  holds  them 
accountable  for  negligence  thereof.  Public  schools  as  thus  described, 
are  entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  public  school  moneys ;  and  no  other 
schools  have  a  claim  to  any  fiortioii  of  these  moneys,  unless  entitled 
to  it  under  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  to  establish  public  schools, 
approved  April  IT,  184G. 

Public  schools  must  be  free  as  long  as  they  can  be  so  maintained 
by  means  of  the  public  moneys.  While  in  many  places  the  moneys 
received  from  the  State,  together  with  those  raised  by  tax,  are  suf¬ 
ficient  to  maintain  good  schools  throughout  the  year,  in  many  other 
places  such  is  not  the  case.  Enough  money  is  not  raised  by  tax : 
and  the  fault  is  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  no  personal  interest  in 
the  m  liter.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  public  moneys  should  be 
so  applied  as  to  afford  to  all  a  fair  opportunity  to  profit  by  them. 

One  public  school,  at  least,  must  be  established  and  maintained  in 
each  district,  except  when,  in  any  township,  city  or  borough,  two  or 
more  districts  unite  and  consolidate  the  respective  quotas  of  the 
school  money  apportioned  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  one 
or  more  free  schools  in  said  township,  city  or  borough. 

E  ich  district  school  is  intended  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the 
children  of  the  district  in  which  it  is  located.  It  is  a  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  law  to  pay  to  a  parent  his  ‘‘share  of  the  public  money,”  as  it 
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is  called,  and  allow  him  to  expend  the  same  wherever  he  pleases  for  his 
child’s  tuition.  Nevertheless  there  may  be  circumstances  under  which 
it  would  be  proper  to  permit  a  child  to  go  from  the  district  in  which  he 
resides  to  the  school  of  an  adjacent  district.  This,  however,  can  be 
done  only  with  the  consent  of  the  Superintendent,  and  the  trustees  of 
both  districts,  it  being  agreed  among  them  that  such  child’s  share  of 
the  public  money  shall  go  to  the  district  in  which  he  attends  school. 
.Although  non-residents  of  a  district  have  no  rights  to  the  benefits  of 
the  public  schools  of  such  district,  they  may  send  their  children  to 
such  school  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees  ;  but  in  such  cases  the 
trustees  should  demand  a  fair  price  for  the  tuition  thus  afforded. 

A  public  school  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  attend  it.  No  child 
attending  such  school  has  a  right  to  conduct  himself,  or  herself,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  disturb  the  rights  of 'others;  and  if  a  child  persist 
in  such  a  course  of  conduct,  it  would  be  unjust  to  others  to  allow  him, 
or  her,  to  remain  in  school.  A  child,  then,  may  be  expelled  from  a 
public  school  by  the  district  trustees  if  his  attendance  thereat  be 
injurious  to  such  school. 

IX.— SCHOOLS  BELONGING  TO  RELIGIOUS  SOCIETIES. 

1.  The  trustees  of  a  school  established  under  the  care  of  a  religious 
society,  as  provided  for  by  law,  may  include  in  their  lists  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  its  patrons  and  proprietors  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
sixteen  who  are  capable  of  attending  school. 

2.  Schools  established  under  the  care  ,of  religious  societies,  have  no 
title  to  any  portion  of  the  money  raised  by  incorporated  districts 
for  school  purposes. 

The  law  provides  that  when  patrons  or  proprietors  of  any  school 
already  organized  and  established  under  the  care  of  any  religious 
society  or  denomination  of  Christians,  whose  church  discipline  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  establishment  of  schools  and  the  appointment  of 
trustees,  are  unwilling  to  relinquish  such  schools  and  become  subject 
to  all  the  provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees 
of  said  school  to  transmit  to  the  Town  Superintendent  of  their  re¬ 
spective  townships,  a  certificate  of  their  organization  together  with  a 
list  of  the  children  of  such  patrons  and  proprietors,  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  sixteen,  who  are  capable  of  attending  school. 

The  officers  of  such  a  school,  then,  have  a  right  to  include  in  the 
lists  of  the  children  of  its  patrons  and  proprietors,  only  those  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  five  and  sixteen,  who  are  capable  of  attending 
school ;  and  the  money  received  by  said  officers  from  the  town  col¬ 
lector  must  be  applied  directly  to  the  support  of  their  school,  and 
must  not  be  expended  by  the  patrons  and  proprietors  as  they  may 
see  fit. 

By  the  provisions  of  section  twelve  of  the  act  to  establish  public 
schools,  approved  April  17,  1846,  certain  schools,  under  the  care  of 
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religious  societies,  or  denominations  of  Christians,  are  entitled  to 
receive  just  and  ratable  proportions  of  the  money  assigned  to  the 
townships  in  which  they  are  located,  out  of  the  income  of  the  school 
fund,  and  of  such  additional  sum  as  may  he  raised  or  appropriated  by 
said  townships  for  the  support  of  public  schools. 

But  section  nine  of  the  supplement  to  said  act,  approved  March  14, 
1851,  provides  that  the  trustees  of  any  school  district  may  become 
incorporated  :  and  section  eleven  of  the  same  supplement  confers  upon  • 
said  trustees  certain  powers,  among  which  is  that  of  raising,  by  taxa¬ 
tion,  for  school  purposes,  any  such  sum  of  money  as  two-thirds  of  the 
inhabitants  of  such  district,  when  duly  assembled,  may  agree  upon, 
in  addition  to  the  money  to  them  apportioned.  Such  money  may  be 
raised  for  special  purposes,  such  as  for  building  or  enlarging  a  school 
house,  paying  existing  debts,  maintaining  free  schools,  etc.,  and  the 
money  so  raised  must  be  paid  by  the  township  collector  into  the 
hands  of  the  Town  Superintendent  for  the  use  of  said  district,  and  by 
him  disbursed  on  the  order  of  the  trustees  thereof,  for  the  purposes 
directed  by  the  inhabitants,  at  the  meeting  whereat  the  money  was 
ordered  to  be  raised. 

The  law  is  very  clear,  both  at  section  twelve  of  the  act  of  April  17^ 
1846,  and  at  section  eleven  of  the  supplement  of  March  14,  1851. 
Its  intention  at  the  latter  section  is,  undoubtedly,  to  provide,  as  far 
as  possible,  free  instruction  in  our  public  schools,  to  enable  the  peo¬ 
ple,  wherever  they  may  so  desire,  to  elevate  therein  the  standard  of 
learning,  and  to  secure  the  best  means  to  this  end. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  while  the  law  provides  that  certain  schools, 
under  the  care  of  religious  societies,  shall  receive  a  ratable  proportion 
of  the  school  fund,  and  of  such  additional  sum  as  may  be  raised  or 
appropriated  by  the  tozimship  for  the  support  of  public  schools,  such 
schools  have  no  title  to  any  portion  of  the  money  raised  by  incorpo¬ 
rated  districts  for  school  purposes. 

X.— SCHOOLS  FOR  COLORED  CHILDREN. 

1.  There  is  no  section  of  the  law  nor  any  decision  of  the  courts  that 
deprives  colored  children  of  the  advantages  of  public  school  in¬ 
struction. 

2.  Schools  may  be  established  for  the  special  benefit  of  colored 
children. 

The  law  declares  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  the 
several  school  districts  to  apply  the  money  apportioned  to  their 
respective  districts,  or  raised  therein,  to  the  establishing  and  mainte¬ 
nance  of  free  schools  in  said  districts,  in  which  shall  be  taught,  free 
of  charge,  all  the  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen, 
desirous  of  attending  the  same. 

Under  this  section  of  the  law,  the  children  of  any  class  of  persons 
are  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  public  school  instruction ;  and  there 
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is  no  section  of  tlie  law,  nor  any  decision  of  the  court  which  deprives 
colored  children  of  these  advantages.  The  law  makes  no  distinction 
between  children  of  one  nationality,  or  race,  and  children  of  another ; 
nor  does  it  make  any  distinction  between  the  children  of  citizens  and 
the  children  of  those  who  are  not  citizens. 

Trustees  have  full  authority  to  establish  schools  and  employ  teacli- 
ers  for  their  respective  districts  ;  and  if  in  their  judgment  the  interests 
of  a  district  re(|uire  the  establishment  of  a  school  for  colored  children, 
or  the  establishment  of  two  or  more  schools  differing:  as  to  ^rade,  or 
character,  they  may  act  accordingly,  provided  always  that  every  child 
enjoj^s  the  advantages  to  which  he  is  entitled. 

XL— SCHOOL  -MONEYS. 

1.  Public  school  moneys  are  such  moneys  as  are  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  Town  Superintendent  for  school  purposes,  and  consist  of  the 
interest  of  the  school  fund,  township  and  district  taxes,  and  the 
interest  of  the  surplus  revenue,  with  such  other  funds  not  raised  by 
tax  as  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  inhabitants  of  a  township  at 
their  annual  town  meeting. 

2.  The  state  does  not  loose  all  control  over  the  public  school  moneys 
even  after  they  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  township 
officer. 

3.  The  public  school  moneys  cannot  be  paid  out  by  the  Town  Super¬ 
intendent  except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  district  trustees. 

4.  When  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  neglect  to  transmit  to  the 
Town  Superintendent,  within  the  time  required  by  law,  a  list  of  the 
children  of  their  district,  such  Town  Superintendent  must  withhold 
from  said  district  a  share  of  the  public  school  fund,  unless  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  chosen  freeholders  justify  him  in  doing  otherwise. 

5.  It  is  not  optional  with  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  to  expend 
for  educational  purposes  a  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  money  appor¬ 
tioned  to  said  district  for  a  specified  year.  The  money  apportioned 
to  a  district  for  a  certain  year,  or  raised  by  tax  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  education  during  that  year,  cannot  be  reserved  for  a 
future  year,  or  be  used  to  pay  the  debts  of  a  former  year. 

6.  The  public  money  cannot  be  divided  among  the  inhabitants  of  a 
district  to  be  used  by  them  for  the  education  of  their  children  in 
private  schools. 

7.  Districts  that  are  not  incorporated,  have  no  right  to  use  the  public 
school  moneys  for  the  repairing  of  school  houses. 

8.  The  trustees  of  an  incorporated  school  district  may  expend,  an¬ 
nually,  twmnty  dollars  of  the  public  moneys  in  repairs. 

The  moneys  used  for  the  purposes  of  education  are  of  two  kinds  ; 
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and  may  be  distinguished  as  private  and  public  moneys.  Such  funds 
as  are  raised  by  the  inhabitants  of  a  district  by  subscription  or  volun¬ 
tary  assessment  for  the  purpose  of  repairs,  or  for  the  purchase  of 
fuel,  or  books,  or  school  furniture,  etc.,  may  be  regarded  as  private 
moneys  ;  and  with  these  moneys  the  law  has  nothing  to  do.  They  go 
into  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  or  of  a  committee,  and  may  be  ex¬ 
pended  as  the  inhabitants  see  fit.  Public  school  moneys  are  such 
moneys  as  are  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Town  Superintendent  for 
school  purposes.  They  consist  of  the  interest  of  the  school  fund ; 
township  and  district  taxes;  the  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue,  with 
such  other  funds  not  raised  by  tax  as  shall  be  appropriated  by  the 
inhabitants  of  a  township  at  their  annual  town  meeting.  It  is 
over  these  moneys  that  the  law  exercises  a  control,  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Schools  to  see  that  they  are 
fairly  applied. 

All  officers  entrusted  with  these  moneys  are  accountable  to  the 
State,  and  may,  at  any  time,  be  held  responsible  for  the  lawful  dis¬ 
bursement  of  the  same.  The  Town  Superintendent,  in  whose  hands 
they  are  lodged,  cannot  pay  them  out  except  upon  the  written  draft 
of  the  district  trustees,  and  this  draft  must  state  the  object  for  which 
they  are  to  be  used,  and  must  be  made  payable  to  the  order  of  the 
person  entitled  to  receive  them.  The  Town  Superintendent  is,  then, 
made  responsible  for  the  legal  expenditures  of  the  public  moneys, 
and  he  has  no  right  to  pay  out  such  moneys,  except  for  the  purposes 
authorized  by  law.  He  must  judge  as  to  the  propriety  of  paying 
orders  made  upon  him  by  the  district  trustees ;  and  in  case  his 
opinion  be  at  variance  with  that  of  the  trustees,  either  party  may 
appeal  to  the  State  Superintendent,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  decide 
the  matter. 

In  the  apportionment  of  the  school  fund,  the  law  intends  to  dis¬ 
tribute  the  benefits  derivable  therefrom  equally  and  by  turn  among 
all  the  children  of  the  State.  The  conditions  upon  which  they  may 
receive  these  benefits,  the  law  defines,  and  their  interests  it  guards  to 
some  extent  by  penalties  attached  to  the  neglect  of  certain  duties  on 
the  part  of  those  appointed  to  watch  over  these  interests.  The  con¬ 
ditions  upon  which  each  child  receives  his  share  of  the  benefits 
arising  from  the  public  money,  are  that  he  shall  be  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  eighteen  years ;  that  he  shall  be  numbered  in  the  district 
in  which  he  lives,  and  that  the  names  of  his  parents  or  guardians 
shall  accompany  his  own  name  in  the  lists  required  to  be  transmitted 
by  the  trustees  to  the  Town  Superintendent,  and  by  said  Superin¬ 
tendent  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Chosen  Freeholders.  While  no 
child  can  be  turned  away  from  the  district  school,  simply  because  his 
name  is  not  upon  the  lists  made  out  by  the  trustees,  it  may,  never¬ 
theless,  be  said  that  the  apportionment  to  each  township  is  made  for 
the  education  of  the  children  named  in  the  lists  of  such  township,  to 
each  an  equal  share.  The  share  which  each  township  receives  of  the 
school  fund  depends  upon  the  number  of  children  whose  names  are 
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furnished  to  the  chosen  freeholders.  Suppose,  now,  that  through 
the  negligence  of  district  trustees,  the  names  of  the  children  of  only 
one  district  should  be  furnished  to  the  chosen  freeholders,  while  in 
the  township  there  are  ten  districts.  Certainly  it  would  be  unjust  to 
divide  the  money  apportioned  to  this  number  of  children,  among  all 
the  children  of  the  township;  and  if  unjust  in  such  a  case,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  distribute  among  ten  districts  the  sum  of  money  appor¬ 
tioned  to  only  nine.  It  must,  then,  be  decided  that  when  the  trustees 
of  a  school  district  neglect  to  transmit  to  the  Town  Superintendent, 
within  the  time  required  by  law,  a  list  of  the  children  of  their  dis¬ 
trict,  such  Town  Superintendent  must  withhold  from  said  district  a 
share  of  the  school  fund,  unless  the  action  of  the  chosen  freeholders 
warrant  him  in  doing  otherwise. 

Section  nine  of  the  act  of  April  17,  1846,  amended  March  14, 
1851,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  said  districts,  within 
twenty  days  after  their  election,  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  children 
capable  of  attending  school,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen 
years,  within  their  said  districts,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
parents  or  guardians  of  such  children,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to 
the  Town  Superintendent,  etc.  The  money  then  apportioned  for  any 
one  year  to  a  district,  is  intended  for  the  education  of  the  children  of 
such  district,  then  and  there  entitled  to  the  same.  The  law  does  not 
leave  it  optional  with  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  to  expend  for 
educational  purposes  a  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  money  apportioned 
to  said  district,  but  evidently  intends  that  the  money,  distributed 
each  year  to  said  district,  shall  all  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  those 
named  in  the  lists,  or  otherwise  eligible  thereto,  and  it  is  unquestion¬ 
ably  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to  provide,  during  each  year,  schools 
for  as  great  a  length  of  time,  and  as  good,  as  the  money  apportioned 
to  their  respective  districts  will  warrant. 

The  public  school  moneys  cannot  be  divided  among  the  inhabitants 
of  a  district,  to  be  used  by  them  for  the  education  of  their  children  in 
private  schools.  The  whole  sum  of  money  apportioned  to  a  district 
during  the  year,  should,  if  required,  be  expended  for  the  support  of 
the  school  of  said  district,  without  any  reference  to  the  number  of 
children  in  attendance.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  law  to  have  the 
public  schools  free,  or  as  nearly  free  as  possible.  All  the  children  of 
a  district  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  are  entitled  to  the 
privileges  of  the  public  schools ;  if  they  do  not  choose  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  these  privileges,  the  money  which  would  go  towards  the 
payment  of  their  tuition  must  revert  from  them  to  the  benefit  of  such 
children  as  do  attend. 

Section  twenty  of  the  Act  to  establish  Public  Schools,”  approved 
April  17,  1846,  is  in  these  words :  All  moneys  received  by  the 
Town  Superintendent  shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of 
education.” 

It  cannot,  perhaps,  be  said  that  money  expended  in  providing,  or 
repairing  a  school  house,  is  not  applied  “  to  the  purposes  of  educa- 
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tion but  there  must  certainly  be  some  limit  to  expenditures  of  this 
kind,  or  the  trustees  of  a  schojl  district  miglit  lay  out  their  money, 
from  year  to  year,  without  aftbrding  the  least  benefit  to  those  imme¬ 
diately  entitled  to  it ;  and  this  limitt  is,  in  my  opinion,  aimed  at, 
and  fully  secured,  in  section  eleven  of  the  supplement  approved 
March  14,  1851.  Tliis  section  provides  that,  “in  case  the  trustees 
of  any  incorporated  school  district  shall  desire  to  purchase  lands,  etc., 
or  to  build  or  enlarge  a  school  house,  or  to  expend  in  repairs  a  larger 
sum  in  any  one  year  than  twenty  dollars,  etc.,  such  trustees  may  call 
a  meeting  of  the  taxable  inhabitants,  etc.,  to  authorize  such  trustees 
to  purchase,  build,  enlarge,  repair,  etc.’* 

It  is  fair  to  infer  from  this  section  that  the  law  does  not  contem¬ 
plate  that  the  school  fund  shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  land,  the 
building  of  school  houses,  or  for  repairs  beyond  the  sum  of  twenty 
dollars ;  but  rather  intends  that  said  money  shall  not  be  so  used,  even 
by  incorporated  districtn^  unless  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  first  called 
together,  and  the  consent  obtained  of  two-thirds  of  those  present. 

XII.— RAISING  MONEY  BY  TAX. 

1.  It  is  obligatory  upon  the  inhabitants  of  every  township  to  raise  by 
tax  for  the  support  of  schools  a  sum  of  money  at  least  equal  to  the 
amount  apportioned  to  them  by  the  State. 

2.  The  sum  to  be  raised  may  be  named  in  gross,  as,  for  instance, 
§1,500,  or  §2,000;  or  it  may  be  named  in  some  other  form,  as, 
for  instance,  §1,  §2,  or  §5,  per  child  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen  years. 

3.  The  several  townships  are  authorized  to  raise  by  tax  three  dollars 
for  each  child  contained  in  the  lists  transmitted  by  the  several  dis¬ 
trict  trustees  to  the  'fown  Superintendents,  in  the  year  previous  to 
holding  said  town  meetings,  and  they  may  raise  this,  or  any  sum 
not  exceeding  tliree  dollars,  even  though  the  Town  Superintendent 
make  no  report  to  the  town  meeting. 

4.  Incorporated  districts  are  not  limited  as  to  the  amount  of  money 
they  may  raise  by  tax  for  school  purposes. 

5.  When  it  is  intended  to  raise  money  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  an  incorporated  school  district,  such  intention  should  be  stated 
in  the  notice  of  such  meeting. 

6.  When  a  tax  is  ordered  to  be  raised  by  the  inhabitants  of  an  incor¬ 
porated  district,  under  the  act  of  March  14,  1851,  the  certificate 
made  out  by  the  trustees  of  the  district  must  show  on  its  face  that 
notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  'were  signed  and  set 
up,  as  the  eleventh  section  of  said  act  prescribes,  and  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  inhabitants  assembled  voted  for  the  tax,  otherwise  it 
cannot  be  legally  assessed. 
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T'le  law  is  very  explicit  in  regard  to  tlie  sul>ject  of  taxation  for 
scliotjl  purposes.  The  “Act  to  establish  Public  Schools,”  approved 
April  17,  184G,  makes  it  obligatory  upon  the  inhabitants  of  every 
township  to  raise  by  tax,  for  the  support  of  schools,  a  sum  of  money 
at  least  e(pial  to  the  amount  apportioned  to  them  by  the  State;  and 
tlte  supplement  of  March  14,  1851,  at  section  six,  authorizes  them, 
at  their  annual  town  meetings,  to  raise  by  tax  for  school  f)urposes,  in 
addition  to  the  amount  apportioned  to  their  use,  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceediim  three  dollars  for  each  child  contained  in  the  lists  trans- 
milted  by  the  several  district  trustees  to  the  Town  Superintendent?, 
in  tlie  year  previous  to  holding  said  town  meeting.  The  law  is  not 
ex[>iiclt  as  to  the  terms  in  which  this  sum  shall  be  indicated  by  the 
voters  at  the  polls.  It  may  be  named  by  them  in  grO'S,  as,  for  in¬ 
stance,  $1,500,  or  $2,000;  or  it  may  be  declared  in  some  other  form, 
a-!,  for  instance,  $1,  $2,  or  $3  per  child,  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eigliteen  yeais.  If  voted  for  in  gross,  there  is  a  possibility  that  the 
sum  named  might  exceed  the  amount  authorized  by  law,  a  circum- 
staaiee  which,  if  it  did  not  defeat  the  wishes  of  the  people,  might,  at 
least,  occasion  some  embarrassment.  If  voted  for  in  the  other  form, 
there  could  be  no  possibility  of  exceeding  the  limit  authorized  by  law, 
except  by  ignorance  of  that  limit,  or  a  determination  to  overstep  it. 
Rut  whatever  may  be  the  terms  in  which  the  vote  is  expressed,  the 
sum  raised  by  township  tax  cannot  exceed  $3  for  every  child  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years;  and  this,  or  any  other  amount 
raised  by  voting  for  a  certain  sum  per  child,  is  to  be  determined  by 
the  lists  transmitted  by  the  several  district  trustees  to  the  Town 
Superintendent.  Whether,  then,  the  Town  Superintendent  furnish  a 
re[)t)i  t,  or  not,  to  the  annual  town  meeting,  the  inhabitants  of  a  town- 
sh![)  h;)ve  a  right  to  raise  by  tax,  for  the  support  of  schools,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $3  for  each  child  whose  name  is  contained  in  the  lists 
transmitted  by  the  several  district  trustees  to  the  Town  Superintendent. 

Incorporated  school  districts  are  not  limited  as  to  the  amount  of 
ino!iey  they  may  raise  by  tax  for  school  purposes.  The  intention  of 
the  law  which  provides  for  the  erection  of  these  districts,  is  to  enable 
the  inhabitants  of  such  localities  as  may  choose  to  take  advantage  of 
it,  to  establish  and  maintain  schools  of  the  best  character.  In  these 
districts  the  irdiabitants  may  assemble,  from  time  to  time,  to  devise 
means  for  improving  the  condition  of  their  schools ;  and  they  may 
raise  money  by  tax  for  various  pui'poses.  But  when  it  is  intended  to 
raise  money  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  school 
district,  such  intention  should  be  stated  in  the  notice  by  which  such 
meeting  is  called. 

Money  cannot  be  raised  by  tax  in  an  incorporated  school  district 
except  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  those  present,  at  a  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose;  and  when  a  tax  is  ordered  to  be  raised  by 
the  inhabitants,  the  certificate  made  out  by  the  trustees  of  the  district 
must  show  on  its  face  that  notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  were  signed  and  set  up  as  the  law  prescribes,  and  that  two-thirds 
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of  the  inhabitants  assembled  voted  for  the  tax ;  otherwise  it  cannot 
be  legally  assessed. 

XIIL— TEACHERS’  LICENSES. 

1.  A  teacher  has  no  claim  to  the  public  school  moneys  for  services, 
unless  employed  by  the  district  trustees,  and  regularly  licensed  by 
the  county  examiners,  or  the  Town  Superintendent,  as  circum¬ 
stances  may  reijuire. 

2.  A  certificate  of  license  must  set  forth  that  the  person  holding  it 
has,  upon  examination,  been  found,  both  as  regards  scholarship 
and  moral  character,  a  suitable  person ;  and  that  he,  or  she,  is 
licensed  as  a  teacher  of  public  schools. 

3.  When  a  district  is  composed  of  parts  of  two  townships,  a  certificate 
of  license  from  one  Superintendent  is  sufficient  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  money  to  a  teacher  by  the  other. 

4.  A  license  may  be  granted  for  a  year  or  for  a  less  period  of  time, 
and  may  be  revoked  and  renewed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  party 
empowered  to  grant  it. 

The  law  provides  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  the 
sevej-al  school  districts  to  contract  with  and  employ  a  competent 
teacher,  having  a  certificate  of  license;  and  there  is  no  provision  for 
the  employment  of  a  teacher  in  any  other  way.  When  a  teacher  has 
been  thus  employed,  he  cannot  be  discharged  except  by  the  ti  ustees 
of  the  district;  and  the  Town  Superintendent  is  bound  to  pay  his 
salary,  on  the  order  of  the  trustees,  as  far  as  he  can  from  the  moneys 
in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  district,  so  long  as  such  teacher  may 
continue  in  the  service  of  said  trustees,  and  in  possession  of  a  lawful 
license.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
district,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  teacher  employed  by  the  trus¬ 
tees,  meet  and  (letei’inine  to  employ  another ;  and  the  teacher  thus 
employed,  is  sent  to  the  Town  Superintendent  to  procure  a  license. 
Such  a  proceeding  is  not  authorized  by  law;  and  a  teacher  thus  en¬ 
gaged,  has  no  claim  to  the  public  moneys  for  services  rendered. 

The  law  makes  no  exceptions  in  favor  of  persons  possessing  diplo¬ 
mas  from  the  State  Normal  School  or  other  institutions  of  learning. 
It  recognizes  no  other  license  than  that  granted  by  the  Board  of 
Examiners,  wdiich  is  restricted  to  the  county  where  the  same  may  be 
given  ;  and  the  license  granted  by  the  Town  Superintendent,  which  is 
restricted  to  the  district  where  the  same*may  be  given.  If  a  teacher 
does  not  possess  a  license  recognized  by  the  law,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
receive  any  part  of  the  public  moneys,  even  though  he  be  employed 
by  the  trustees  of  the  district  in  which  he  teaches.  A  certificate  of 
license,  such  as  the  law  requires,  must  set  forth  that  the  person  hold¬ 
ing  it  has,  upon  examination,  been  found,  both  as  regards  scholarship 
and  moral  character,  a  suitable  person  ;  and  that  he,  or  she,  is  licensed 
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as  a  teacher  of  'public  schools.  A  certificate  that  says  for  the  holder 
less  than  this,  is  not  what  the  law  demands,  and  gives  no  title  to  the 
public  money.  A  license  may  be  granted  for  a  year,  or  for  a  less 
period  of  time.  If  unlimited  as  to  time,  it  is  good  so  long  as  it  re¬ 
mains  unrevoked.  Whether  limited,  or  unlimited,  as  to  time,  a 
license  may,  at  any  moment,  be  revoked  by  the  proper  authority. 
When  a  district  is  formed  of  portions  of  two  or  more  townships,  it  is 
not  necessary  for  the  teacher  of  such  district  to  obtain  a  license  from 
each  of  the  Town  Superintendents  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  money.  A  certificate  of  license  from  one  is  sufficient  to  authorize 
the  payment  of  money  to  a  teacher  by  the  others.  The  intention  of 
the  law  is  simply  to  provide  against  the  employment  of  incompetent 
or  unworthy  teachers.  When  the  teacher  applies  for  his  pay,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  to  require  him  to  show  his  license ; 
and  if  he  have  none,  the  Superintendent  may  refuse  to  pay  him,  or 
may  insist  upon  his  being  examined  before  so  doing.  It  is  not  strictly 
the  business  of  the  Town  Superintendent  to  inquire  whether  a  teacher 
is  licensed,  or  not,  until  such  teacher  shall  apply  for  pay  ;  but  it  would 
then  be  a  gross  violation  of  duty  to  license  him  simply  that  he  may 
be  entitled  to  receive  it. 


XIV.— SCHOOL  REGISTERS. 

1.  Every  teacher  of  a  public  school  is  required  by  law  to  keep  a  regis¬ 
ter  of  his  pupils,  and  the  neglect  of  this  duty  may  be  punished  by 
depriving  him  of  his  license. 

2.  The  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  trustees,  or  of  the  Town  Superin¬ 
tendent,  to  furnish  a  teacher  with  the  materials  for  keeping  a 
school  register,  is  no  excuse  for  non-compliance,  on  his  part,  with 
the  requirements  of  the  law. 

3.  The  interest  of  the  school  fund  may  be  withheld  from  townships 
which  neglect,  or  refuse,  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 

The  law  distinctly  provides  that  every  teacher  employed  to  teach 
a  public  school,  shall  keep  a  register  of  all  the  children  attending  the 
school,  their  names  and  ages,  the  names  of  their  parents  and  guardi¬ 
ans,  the  date  when  each  child  entered  and  left  the  school,  their  daily 
attendance,  and  the  branches  taught ;  also  to  record  the  day  of  the 
month  when  the  school  was  visited  by  the  Town  Superintendent, 
School  Committee,  or  other  visitors ;  a  copy  of  which  register  shall 
be  filed  by  the  teacher  with  the  Town  Superintendent,  or  School 
Committee,  in  the  township  in  which  the  school  is  situate.  No  pen¬ 
alty  is  attached  to  the  neglect  of  this  duty ;  but  its  neglect  may  be 
attended  with  serious  consequences  to  the  township  in  which  it  occurs, 
and  the  Town  Superintendent  may  very  justly,  and  ought,  without 
hesitation,  to  punish  such  neglect  by  revoking  the  license  of  the 
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teacher  who  is  guilty  of  it.  A  teacher  who  does  not  voluntarily  keep 
such  a  register  as  is  above  described,  may  be  set  down  as  a  person 
not  only  of  very  careless  habits,  but  of  no  experience  in  school  busi¬ 
ness,  and  altogether  unworthy  to  be  entrusted  with  the  instruction  of 
youth. 

Such  a  school  register  as  the  law  requires  is  not  a  bound  volume 
made  up  of  printed  forms  and  paste-board  covers,  but  a  simple  sheet 
of  paper,  properly  ruled  and  filled  up  by  means  of  pen  and  ink.  The 
State  is  not  under  obligations  to  furnish  it ;  the  Town  Superintendent 
is  not  bound  to  furnish  it,  nor  are  the  trustees ;  and  the  neglect,  or 
refusal,  of  school  officers  to  do  this  is  no  excuse  for  non-compliance, 
on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  with  the  plain  requirements  of  the  law. 

The  State  provides  for  the  annual  distribution  of  a  certain  amount 
of  money  among  the  several  townships.  It  also  provides  that  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Schools  shall  see  that  these  moneys  are 
fairly  applied.  It  also  makes  it  the  duty  of  Town  Superintendents 
to  make  a  report  in  writing,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day 
of  December,  in  each  and  every  year,  of  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  schools  within  their  respective  townships,  the  number  of  scholars 
taught  therein,  the  terms  of  tuition,  the  length  of  time  the  schools 
have  been  kept  open  therein,  the  amount  of  money  received  by  him, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  appropriated  and  expended, 
together  with  such  other  information  as  he  may  think  necessary,  or 
may  be  required  by  the  State  Superintendent. 

The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  all  this  is,  that  the  State  has  the 
right  to  know,  from  year  to  year,  what  is  done  with  the  moneys  which 
it  gives  for  the  support  of  public  schools,  and  that  the  officer  who 
represents  the  State  in  this  department  of  its  affairs,  must  be  fur¬ 
nished  by  those  entrusted  with  those  moneys,  with  all  the  information 
concerning  the  public  schools  which  it  may  please  him  to  require. 
When,  therefore,  the  school  officer  representing  a  township  refuses, 
or  neglects,  to  give  the  information  demanded  by  the  State  Superin¬ 
tendent,  the  interest  of  the  school  fund  may  be  withheld  from  such 
township  until  the  State  Superintendent  is  satisfied  that  it  is  fairly 
applied. 

F.  W.  RICORD, 

State  Su'perintendent  of  Public  Schools. 
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Summary  of  the  Preceding  Abstracts,  Exhibiting  the  Results  in  the  Several  Counties  of  the  State  for  the  Year  Ending  December  15, 1863. 


COUNTIES. 
Population.  076,813, 


Athniie . 

Burlinutoo  .. . 
Cape  May 
Caendeo  ..  _ 
Uomberlaad .. 

K«av . 

(lloucMlar  - .. 

nad«<!i . 

Iluoterdon  .  - . 
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Mlddleiev  .. .. 

Ocean . 

PrtWaic . 

Salem . 

JmleMct . 
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2s,4uii  on{ 
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11.252  0  1 
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10,967  09 
17,600  09 
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ATLANTIC  COUNTY. 


ATLANTIC  CITY. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  our  school  is  at  the  present  time  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  with  a  fine  prospect  of  its  continuing  so,  for 
our  teachers  are  zealously  at  work  endeavoring  to  place  our  school  on 
the  list  amongst  the  first  class.  While  the  people  are  manifesting 
greater  interest  than  ever  before  in  its  prosperity,  as  you  will  see  by 
the  appropriation  made  to  have  our  building  enlarged  and  the  teach¬ 
ers  paid ;  and  if  you  could  see  the  splendid  edifice  wPich  stands  in 
the  centre  of  our  city  and  is  daily  thronged  by  the  youth  of  our  place, 
you  w’ould  be  firmly  convinced  of  the  fact.  We  now  have  a  building 
to  be  proud  of,  and  a  school  not  to  be  surpassed  by  public  schools. 

We  have  but  two  teachers  yet,  as  our  rooms  are  not  all  finished, 
but  I  trust  another  will  be  completed  within  a  week  or  two,  when  we 
shall  employ  another  assistant.  Our  principal  informed  me  that  there 
■were  one  hundred  and  thirty  pupils  in  school,  to-day.  So  you  see 
that  the  people  along  the  marshy  lands  of  Jersey  are  awaking  to  the 
importance  of  education,  seeing  that  it  is  highly  essential  to  good 
citizenship,  usefulness  and  loyalty. 

E.  S.  REED, 
Town  Superintendent. 


EGG  HARBOR. 

The  schools  of  the  township  are  generally  well  conducted.  The 
people  are  evidently  taking  a  deeper  interest  in  the  subject  of  educa¬ 
tion,  and  realize  the  fact  that  it  is  far  more  profitable,  in  every  re¬ 
spect,  to  employ  competent  teachers,  as  the  impressions  that  are 
made  on  the  youthful  mind  influence,  in  a  great  measure,  the  future 
life  of  the  child. 

C.  SOMERS, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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EGG  HARBOR  CITY. 

Since  our  last  report  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  this  city  re¬ 
mains  almost  unaltered,  except  that  the  means  of  instruction  have 
been  increased  through  the  acquisition  of  several  valuable  school 
books,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  Webster’s  Unabridged  Dic¬ 
tionary,  Lippincott’s  Pronouncing  Gazetteer,  (furnished  by  the  State,) 
and  P.  M.  Wolsieffer’s  excellent  Singing  School. 

It  may,  however,  be  remembered  that  there  is  one  prevailing  im¬ 
pediment  to  the  cause  of  education  in  this  place,  that  is,  the  frequent 
change  of  scholars  during  the  school  year,  caused  by  the  peculiar 
situation  of  new  colonies. 

The  salaries  of  teachers,  as  well  as  the  maintainance  of  the  school, 
are  paid  by  the  Gloucester  Farm  and  Town  Association,  our  share  of 
the  State  money  being  used  to  enlarge  our  library. 

CHRISTOPHER  BUSCH, 

For  the  Committee  of  Schools, 


GALLOWAY. 

In  transmitting  ray  annual  report  I  have  to  say,  with  reference  to 
the  general  condition  of  our  schools,  it  is  encouraging,  although  there 
has  not  been  that  advancement  during  the  past  year  that  there  ought 
to  have  been,  on  account  of  the  neglect  of  some  of  the  trustees. 
There  are  eleven  districts  in  the  township.  In  some  of  the  districts 
they  have  elected  trustees  that  do  not  take  the  interest  in  education 
that  they  should.  I  have  taken  more  pains  the  present  year  in  trying 
to  regulate  and  bring  them  under  proper  discipline.  According  to 
the  law,  they  have  all  sent  in  correct  returns  of  all  the  children  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  five  and  and  eighteen  years.  We  have,  in  some  of 
the  districts,  very  good  schools.  In  No.  1,  No.  7  and  No.  9,  all  the 
year,  with  the  exception  of  vacations.  We  have  good  teachers  at 
present.  In  all  the  districts  I  have  notified  all  teachers  to  keep  regis¬ 
ters  in  the  schools,  and  they  are  required  to  be  licensed  before  they 
can  draw  any  public  moneys.  The  freeholders  have  selected  very 
good  examiners  for  the  present  year.  I  think  they  will  make  an 
improvement  in  the  system  of  licensing  teachers.  We  have  made 
some  progress  in  education  during  the  last  three  years.  The  majority 
of  the  people  seem  to  take  more  interest  at  the  present  time  than  they 
did  previously. 

GIDEON  CONOYER, 

Town  Superintendent, 
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HAMILTON. 

The  condition  of  schools  in  the  township  has  not  materially  changed 
since  my  last  report. 

Some  of  the  districts  manifest  considerable  interest,  while  others 
seriously  neglect  the  cause  of  education,  seeming  to  think  that  if  their 
sons  or  daughters  can  make  a  few  pennies,  it  is  far  better  than  even 
an  ordinary  education. 

We  were  unfortunate  in  district  No.  3  in  having  the  school  house 
destroyed  by  fire ;  a  good  supply  of  maps,  etc.,  also  burned ;  but 
were  fortunate  in  being  supplied  at  once,  by  the  kindness  of  Judge 
Moore,  with  a  pleasant  room,  used  as  a  public  hall,  in  which  the 
school  has  since  been  kept. 

We  have  had,  for  the  most  part,  good  teachers,  though  too  many 
changes,  the  teachers  all  being  regularly  licensed  by  the  committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the  board  of  freeholders. 

We  hope  to  make  greater  advancement  in  the  cause  of  education 
the  coming  year. 

CHAS.  E.  P.  MAYHEW, 

Town  Superintendent. 


MULLICA. 

Accompanying  this,  you  will  find  the  statistical  report  of  Mullica 
township,  but  for  only  part  of  the  year.  As  there  were  only  two 
schools  in  the  township  that  kept  registers  before  I  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  this  office  last  spring,  I  am  unable  to  give  you  the  statistics 
of  all  the  schools,  except  for  the  last  eight  months. 

In  some  of  our  districts  there  is  a  manifest  determination  to  keep 
pace  with  the  progress  of  the  day,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  some 
others  there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  to  go  on  in  the  same  old  way 
their  fathers  did. 

Hammonton  district.  No.  4,  has,  this  fall,  three  schools,  and  is 
about  to  establish  a  fourth.  Two  of  the  schools  are  for  the  little 
ones,  and  the  other  two  for  the  more  advanced  scholars.  Thus  it  is 
approaching  towards  the  system  of  graded  schools.  It  will  not  be 
long  before  this  district  will  have  such  a  system.  The  inhabitants, 
most  of  whom  are  from  the  Eastern  States,  are  determined  that  their 
children  shall  have  the  very  best  education  that  can  be  obtained. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  speak  of  the  two  schools  in  this 
district  for  the  large  scholars.  In  point  of  good  government  and 
thoroughness  of  instruction  they  cannot  be  excelled  by  any  in  the 
State,  not  even  by  the  Model  School  in  Trenton.  The  principals  of 
these  schools  are  most  excellent,  efficient  and  competent  instructors, 
one  of  them  an  alumnus  of  Waterville  college,  Maine;  the  other,  for 
many  years  a  successful  teacher  in  New  York  and  Jersey  City. 

Two  of  our  school  houses  are  very  deficient  in  proper  furniture. 
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One  of  tliem  has  not  a  seat  fit  for  a  little  child  to  sit  upon.  The 
desks,  of  which  there  are  four,  are  propped  up  by  short  sticks,  and 
there  is  not  a  sign  of  a  blackboard ;  but  the  people  have  been  awa¬ 
kened  a  little,  and  we  hope  that  some  improvement  will  be  made 
before  another  year  rolls  round. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  majority  of  our  school 
houses  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  State ;  well  built  and 
well  furnished. 

One  thing,  sir,  I  would  suggest,  and  that  is,  that  suitable  blanks, 
to  be  filled  up  by  the  teachers  at  the  end  of  each  term,  as  copies  of 
their  registers,  be  printed  by  the  State,  and  a  sufficient  number  of 
them  furnished  to  each  Tov/n  Superintendent.  This  would  always 
enable  the  Town  Superintendent  to  collect  the  information  needed  by 
the  State  Superintendent,  and  would  produce  a  further  benefit,  viz., 
oblige  the  teacher  to  keep  a  register  from  which  to  make  his  copy. 
This  plan  is  pursued  in  many  other  States,  and  wdth  great  success. 
The  expense  to  the  State  would  be  trifling,  and  the  benefit  resulting 
would  compensate  more  than  a  hundred-fold. 

jSotwithstanding  that  our  school  law  is  admirable  in  some  respects, 
and  a  great  advance  on  former  years,  in  many  respects  it  is  yet  sadly 
defective,  and  needs  a  thorough  revision,  which  I  hope  it  will  get  this 
winter.  There  ought  to  be  less  uncertainty  as  to  the  disposition  of 
the  school  money ;  it  ought  to  be  made  imperative  on  trustees,  and 
not  on  teachers  to  provide  registers  for  the  schools ;  the  State,  or  the 
trustees  of  the  school  fund,  ought  to  select  a  series  of  text  books  to 
be  used  in  all  the  common  schools  in  the  State ;  it  ought  to  be  made 
imperative  upon  parents  to  send  their  children  to  school  at  least  one- 
fourth  of  the  year ;  and  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  for  the 
support  of  schools  in  each  township,  ought  not  to  be  less  than  three 
dollars  per  scholar. 

Would  you  believe  it,  sir,  that  in  a  locality,  not  in  this  tOAvnship, 
however,  but  only  a  short  distance  from  it,  six  houses  pretty  close 
together,  with  families  of  from  five  to  eight  children  each,  were  visited, 
and  not  more  than  two  persons  in  all  these  families  could  either  read 
or  write  a  single  word.  It  is  with  shame  that  I  arn  obliged  to  confess 
that  the  same  is  almost  true  of  some  of  the  families  in  our  township, 
and  not  until  it  is  made  obligatory  upon  parents,  will  many  of  them 
send  their  children  to  school.  No  wonder  that  New  Jersey  is  far 
behind  many  and  most  of  her  Northern  sister  States,  and  that  she 
has  been,  in  past  days,  a  byword  among  them;  but  New  Jersey  has 
entered  the  arena,  and  the  other  States  must  look  wmll  to  their  laurels, 
or  she  will  yet  distance  them. 

F.  R.  BRACE, 

Town  Su'perintendent, 
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AVEYMOUTH. 

I  can  give  you  but  a  very  feAV  of  the  answers  you  requested,  as  the 
teachers  have  not  reported  to  me,  except  one ;  and  I  am  also  a  labor¬ 
ing  man,  and  have  not  been  able  to  visit  the  schools.  I  would  re¬ 
spectfully  report  the  best  I  can.  Monroe  district,  there  has  been  no 
school  kept  this  year ;  Estellville  district,  there  has  been  two  quarters 
kept  by  a  man;  Union  district,  there  has  been  two  quarters  taught 
satisfactory;  Jersey  district,  there  has  been  two  quarters  taught,  one 
by  a  gentleman  and  one  by  a  lady ;  Champion  Landing  district, 
there  has  been  three  quarters  taught,  one  by  a  gentleman  and  two 
by  ladies.  Since  I  avus  elected  I  received  §281  58,  and  paid  the 
same,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  trustees. 

I  Avould  be  pleased  to  make  a  more  full  report,  but  it  is  out  of  my 
poAver  at  present.  Hoping  anything  you  can  add  to  my  report  you 
Avill  do  so,  if  you  please. 

WM.  CAMPBELL, 
Toivn  Superintendent. 


BERGEN  COUNTY. 


FRANKLIN. 

As  chairman  of  the  school  committee, of  the  township  of  Franklin, 
1  have  labored  diligently  to  furnish  answers  to  your  series  of  ques¬ 
tions,  as  per  circular,  Avhich  Avould  have  been  forwarded  at  an  earlier' 
day  could  I  have  had  the  necessary  information  from  the  schools.  It 
has  also  become  my  duty  to  furnish  you  Avith  a  written  report  of  the 
condition  of  our  schools.  The  school  committee  have  endeavored  to 
discharge  their  duty,  but  have  found  much  difficulty  connected  with 
the  office,  from  the  fact  that  Avhile  it  is  all  important  that  teachers 
and  trustees  should  be  careful  to  furnish  the  Superintendent  with  a 
full  and  correct  report  of  the  condition  of  their  schools,  at  least  at 
the  end  of  each  quarter,  this  is  often  neglected,  and  with  a  change  of 
teachers  causes  considerable  trouble  to  the  officer,  who  is  compelled 
to  leave  his  business,  and  search  for  the  necessary  information.  And 
there  are  feAV  men  in  a  farming  community  like  ours  who  are  satisfied 
(hoAvever  much  in  favor  of  the  cause,)  to  spend  days  of  valuable  time, 
Avhen  schools  are  distant,  in  going  about  the  township  visiting  schools, 
searching  for  information,  examining  and  licensing  teachers,  and 
perform  all  the  duties  obligatory  on  a  Town  Superintendent,  (all  of 
which  has  been  faithfully  performed,)  and  receive  for  their  compensa¬ 
tion  the  amount  allowed  school  committees  by  law,  for  visiting  schools. 
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I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  remarks  as  to  the  change  in  our  town¬ 
ship,  with  regard  to  the  present  system  of  superintending  schools. 
It  has  been  styled  an  economical  system,  and  economy  is  wealth ;  but 
what  is  wealth,  compared  with  education  ?  While  the  one  is  lasting, 
the  other  takes  wings  and  flies  away.  And  as  the  duties  of  Superin¬ 
tendent  are  more  laborious  than  many  imagine,  and  require  both 
time  and  talent,  therefore  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  laborer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire. 

As  to  the  condition  of  our  schools,  I  have  already  reported  that 
they  have  been  well  disciplined  and  well  taught.  This  answer  was, 
perhaps,  rather  favorable ;  it  would  have  been  more  in  accordance 
with  my  feelings  to  say  as  well  as  usual. 

Our  schools  are  conducted  at  present  by  teachers  of  both  sexes,  all 
of  whom  are  considered  of  good  moral  character  and  are  actively 
engaged  in  advancing  the  cause  of  education  in  our  township,  and  I 
am  happy  to  say  give  satisfaction  in  their  respective  districts.  Yet, 
in  my  opinion,  some  can  only  do  justice  to  the  younger  portion  of 
their  pupils,  while  those  that  are  more  advanced  are  laboring  under  a 
serious  disadvantage,  from  a  want  of  a  requisite  ability  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher  to  teach  a  school  properly. 

This  can  only  be  remedied  by  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  pay  more  liberally  for  tuition,  (which,  in  my  opinion,  would  be 
a  profitable  investment,)  so  that  men  and  women  of  a  higher  standard 
might  be  employed. 

I  trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  people  of  our  township 
will  wake  up  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  and  take  a  greater  interest  in 
improving  the  minds  of  the  young  and  rising  generation,  who  are 
soon  to  become  the  men  and  women  of  our  land.  And  I  earnestly 
hope  that  parents  will  reflect,  and  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  good 
education  is  the  best  and  greatest  gift  they  can  bestow  upon  their 
children.  In  conclusion,  I  quote  the  following :  “  Education  en¬ 
lightens  the  understanding,  corrects  the  temper,  and  forms  the  man¬ 
ners  and  habits  of  youth,  and  fits  them  for  usefulness  in  their  future 
stations.  To  give  children  a  good  education  in  manners,  arts  and 
sciences  is  important.  To  give  them  a  religious  education  is  indis¬ 
pensable.  And  an  immense  responsibility  rests  on  parents  and 
guardians  who  neglect  these  duties.” 

A.  G.  GARRISON, 
Chairman  of  School  Committee. 


HACKENSACK. 

In  this  county,  the  town  meetings  are  held  in  April,  hence,  the 
school  year,  with  us,  properly  begins  and  ends  in  that  month.  The 
accounts  of  the  Town  Superintendent  are  audited  by  the  township 
committee  the  Friday  next  preceding  the  town  meeting.  In  replying 
to  your  interrogatories  contained  in  Circulars  Nos.  1  and  2,  a  dis- 
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crepance  may  appear  in  the  answers  to  question  fourteen  in  Circular 
1,  and  twenty-two,  in  No.  2.  I  will  receive  this  year,  before  next 
town  meeting,  independently  of  moneys  raised  for  building  purposes, 
etc.,  which  are  unknown  to  me,  $4,007  34,  made  up  of  town  tax, 
from  State,  and  interest  of  surplus  revenue.  The  total  amount  re¬ 
ceived  last  year,  ending  in  April  last,  as  per  answer  to  question 
twenty-two,  in  Circular  2,  was  $4,763  35.  This  sum  includes  all 
that  had  come  into  my  hands  up  to  the  time  of  balancing  accounts  in 
April  last. 

Although  one  might  be  led  to  believe  that  the  engrossing  topics  of 
the  day  would  withdraw  attention  from  the  subject  of  public  educa¬ 
tion,  the  interest  manifested  by  the  people  of  this  township  is  yet 
lively  and  unabated. 

The  rapid  increase  of  population  in  different  localities  in  this  town¬ 
ship  creates  much  embarrassment  in  the  formation  of  new  school  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  in  altering  the  boundaries  of  the  existing  districts.  The 
school  law  (vide  section  ten,  of  act  of  1851,)  which  disallows  an  incor¬ 
porated  district  to  be  abolished  or  altered  without  the  consent  of  a 
majority  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  said  district,  operates  as  a  pre¬ 
vention  in  nearly  every  instance  in  which  an  alteration  is  desired. 
Suppose  it  is  found  that  it  would  conduce  to  public  education  tc  form 
a  new  school  district,  to  be  composed  of  small  portions  of  three  or 
more  districts.  The  power  to  form  said  district  rests  with  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  several  interested  districts,  and  any  one  of  them,  by  with¬ 
holding  consent,  can  arrest  a  great  public  interest,  had  in  contempla¬ 
tion  by  those  most  devoted  to  it,  and  nothing  short  of  the  interference 
of  the  Legislature  can  advance  it.  There  certainly  should  be  some 
local  power  in  the  township  to  satisfactorily  adjust  these  matters, 
which  can  be  more  comfortably  settled  at  home  than  in  Trenton. 

JOHN  VAN  BRUNT, 
Town  Superintendent., 


HARRINGTOX. 

I  have  been  very  busy  of  late,  and  consequently  have  left  my 
report  until  nearly  the  last  moment,  yet  I  hope  to  be  in  season,  so- 
that  at  your  roll-call  you  will  not  find  me  wanting.  I  shall  be  as 
concise  as  possible,  and  endeavor  to  show  you  Harrington  as  she 
really  is  in  her  educational  pursuits :  preferring  to  unveil  rath^er  than 
share  her  guilt,  for  guilty  she  has  been  of  sore  neglect  in  regard  tc* 
the  nourishment  of  her  brood  of  schools.  But  I  am  happy  t!<>>say  she 
begins  to  see  her  errors,  and  is  awakening  in  a  measure  to  her  sense- 
of  duty ;  yet  there  is  room  for  vast  improvement. 

Harrington,  as  you  are  undoubtedly  aware  from  fo'rmer  reports,, 
consisted  of,  at  first,  seven  school  districts,  which  have  since  been 
reduced  to  five,  and  a  portion  of  another  known  as  No.  the  scholars- 
of  which  attend  school  in  an  adjoining  township,  and  consequently 
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are  not  numbered  in  my  report  to  you  of  November  1st.  Tlie  build¬ 
ings  of  each  are  very  comfortable,  and  tolerably  adapted  to  their 
purpose,  all  of  tliem  having  been  erected  within  the  last  six  years. 
Improvements,  such  as  painting,  here  and  there  a  new  lock  substi¬ 
tuted  for  a  broken  one,  are  in  some  cases  necessary,  but  through 
sheer  neglect  and  carelessness  of  trustees,  have  been  neglected.  The 
teachers  of  said  schools  are,  I  think,  endeavoring  to  do  their  duty, 
and  seem  to  take  a  true  interest  in  their  profession ;  but  I  am  very 
sorry  to  say  they  do  not,  in  my  opinion,  receive  that  encouragement 
from  the  inhabitants  which  they  truly  deserve,  and  which  is  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  promote  our  common  schools.  I  refer  particularly 
to  irregular  attendance,  which  must  certainly  come  to  your  notice 
upon  looking  over  series  No.  2.  It  is  true  a  teacher  can  aid  greatly 
in  this,  but  he  cannU^  without  the  aid  of  the  parents,  enforce  regular 
attendance.  It  is  true,  he  may  win  the  love  and  respect  of  his  pupils, 
and  through  his  ability  £nd  aptness  make  those  principles  wdiich 
otherwise  would  seem  dry,  lively  and  interesting,  rendering  the  school 
room  a  pleasant  place,  attractive  to  all  who  come  within  its  sphere ; 
yet  there  is  a  something  that  tells  him  all  is  not  well,  and  the  work, 
though  passing  on  smoothly,  is  not  as  progressive  and  pleasant  as  it 
should  be.  It  is  the  parent  who  can  make  it  what  it  should  be,  if  he 
gives  due  encouragement  and  aid  to  the  teacher.  It  is  the  'parent^ 
the  confidant  of  the  child,  who  can  impress  that  youthful  mind  with 
the  necessity  of  improving  the  opportunity  given  him,  and  to  assist 
in  forming  the  foundation  which  is  in  the  future  to  make  the  man. 
Thus  aided,  the  teacher’s  duty  becomes  pleasant  and  agreeable;  there 
is  a  liarmony  throughout,  and  the  work  is  complete.  Now  I  will  give 
you  a  glance  in  each  school  room,  and  then  close.  In  No.  1  we  find 
a  tolerable  uniformity  of  text  books — McGuffie’s  Reader,  Green’s 
Grammar,  GojineU’s  Geography,  Ray’s  Arithmetic,  both  practical  and 
mental,  etc.  This  school  is  well  furnished  with  outline  maps.  In 
No.  2.  we  find,  if  anything,  a  better  uniformity  of  text  books.  They 
use  Wilson’s  series  of  Readers,  Stodard’s  Mathematics,  Cornell’s 
Geography,  etc.  In  No.  8  we  find  a  number  of  dift’erent  text  books;" 
at  first  there  were  as  many  kinds  as  scholars  almost,  but  through  the 
exertions  of  tiie  teacher  they  have  improved  in  that  respect,  and  are 
‘much  laettev  classified.  No.  b  has  been  laboring  under  the  same  diffi- 
cultitr^y  hilt  th(‘y  are  also  cornittg  out  conquerors.  In  No.  7  w'e  find  a 
uniformity  although  a  scarcity  of  text  books,  which  shall  be  remedied 
irainodiately.  I  wish  to  have  all  schools  in  my  township  use  the 
same  text  books,  if  possible,  and  humbly  ask  your  aid  in  selecting  the 
best  an  hors. 


DAVID  NAUGLE, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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NEW  BARBADOES. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  schools  in  the  township  are  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  well  supplied  Avith  first  class  teachers,  and 
most  of  them  Avith  such  as  intend  to  make  teaching  their  business ; 
two  are  graduates  from  Normal  Schools.  Two  of  the  schools  are  so 
large  that  each  requires  two  teachers ;  the  remaining  six  are  smaller, 
requiring  hut  one  teacher  each ;  making  ten  teachers  employed  in  the 
toAvnship,  seven  males  and  three  females. 

The  highest  salary  paid  to  male  teachers  is  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  the  lowest  is  three  hundred  dollars.  The  highest  salary  paid 
to  females  is  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  and  the  lowest  tAyo 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  year. 

We  have  one  school  district  where  a  special  tax  is  levied  for  a  debt 
that  is  remaining  on  the  school  house. 

The  schools  are  all  well  supplied  Avith  blackboards,  some  of  them 
have  maps  and  charts,  and  two  have  globes ;  they  all  have  Webster’s 
Unabridged  Dictionary  for  the  use  of  the  teacher  and  scholars,  and 
all  keep  the  daily  register  of  attendance. 

EDGAR  E.  VREELAND, 

Town  Superintendent. 


nOHOKUS. 

In  making  my  annual  report  I  have  nothing  particularly  new  to 
transmit.  The  condition  of  our  schools  is  about  the  same  as  usual. 
They  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  in  operation  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year.  As  to  their  condition  and  prosperity,  I  do  not 
knoAv  that  I  can  report  an  advance.  The  branches  taught  are  those 
of  the  loAA'er  grades  of  education,  and  the  scholars  attending  those  of 
the  smaller  classes. 

It  appears  that  the  children  in  our  township,  in  general,  quit  school 
at  too  early  an  age  and  Avith  a  too  limited  education.  They  do  not 
advance  beyond  the  mere  rudiments  of  learning — they  do  not  attend 
long  enough  to  enable  them  to  enter  inco  the  beauties  of  science,  or 
to  have  their  minds  cultivated  and  refined  by  the  influences  which  a 
higher  grade  of  education  can  and  will  impart.  We  want  something 
more  than  a  mere  ability  to  read,  write  and  keep  ordinary  accounts, 
in  order  to  give  a  finish  to  a  child’s  education.  We  would  desire 
them  to  be  furnished  with  a  key  to  enable  them  to  understand  the 
many  operations  of  nature  which  continually  occur  around  and  within 
themselves,  and  thus  be  provided  with  a  source  of  enjoyment  as  well 
as  a  moral  refinement  which  will  abide  for  life. 

To  elevate  the  standard  of  education  in  a  community  is  no  easy 
task.  The  most  obvious  method  is  the  employment  of  the  most  intelj 
ligent  and  efficient  teachers.  The  services  of  such  cannot  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  a  low  salary,  and  as  there  is  a  manifest  unwillingness  on 
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the  part  of  the  people  to  employ  any  but  cheap  teachers,  the  cause  of 
education  suffers.  There  are  children  enough  in  the  township  to 
constitute  in  each  of  the  districts  a  large  school,  but,  as  before  stated, 
they  are  withdrawn  at  too  early  an  age,  thus  leaving  only  the  younger 
children  in  attendance. 

ALBERT  S.  ZABRISKIE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


LODI. 

The  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted.  It  is  an  agreeable 
duty  to  state  the  “interest  manifested  in  educational  affairs”  is  de¬ 
cidedly  encouraging.  I  am  not  able,  however,  to  announce  an  increase 
in  school  tax,  which  is  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  scholar, 
twenty-five  cents  less  than  heretofore.  The  board  of  chosen  free¬ 
holders,  as  usual,  having  failed  to  appoint  a  board  of  examiners,  the 
duty  of  examining  teachers  devolved  upon  myself,  with  the  trustees. 

Of  the  three  districts  into  which  this  township  is  divided,  but  two 
have  their  schools  in  operation.  District  No.  1  has  been  closed  about 
two  months,  in  consequence  of  the  public  money  being  expended,  and 
the  people  not  desiring  to  keep  their  school  open  in  winter.  The 
school  house  in  this  district  is  a  low,  wooden  structure,  scarcely  large 
enough  to  contain  the  small  number  of  scholars.  If  they  have  a  gen¬ 
uine  interest  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  their  children,  a  new  build¬ 
ing  will  be  erected  before  the  lapse  of  another  year. 

No.  2  has  an  able  teacher,  under  whose  instruction  and  guidance 
the  pupils  make  rapid  progress.  The  number  of  children  attending 
at  this  time  is  seventy.  The  building  is  scarcely  commodious 
enough  to  seat  so  large  a  number  comfortably,  and  measures  will 
probably  be  taken  this  winter  either  to  enlarge  or  erect  a  new  edifice. 

The  village  of  Carlstadt,  in  this  district,  is  continually  increasing, 
and  this  fact  will  warrant  the  erection  of  a  new  school  building. 

No.  3  is  in  charge  of  female  teachers.  The  number  of  scholars  is 
one  hundred  and  seventeen.  Education  is  a  prominent  idea  in  this 
district,  as  is  shown  by  the  interest  taken  in  the  promotion  of  their 
school.  The  examinations  are  attended  by  encouraging  parents  and 
friends,  who,  by  their  presence,  evince  a  lively  interest. 

JOHN  HOPPER, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WASHINGTON. 

In  complying  with  your  request,  I  am  happy  to  say  that,  in  gen¬ 
eral,  the  schools  in  this  township  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Two 
or  three  districts,  rather  given  to  change,  have  gone  through  their 
usual  mutations.  No  school  changing  its  teacher  every  few  months, 
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has  ever  yet  come  to  be  much  distinguished  for  scholarship.  Schools 
unstable  as  water  can  no  more  excel  than  individuals. 

The  teachers  employed  in  this  township  are  generally  well  qualified 
for  their  stations ;  but  the  changes  are  too  frequent  for  the  good  of 
the  schools,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  persons  should  all 
the  more  induce  those  in  power  to  hold  such  as  are  really  competent. 
A  few  dollars  should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  employing  a  suitable 
person  to  occupy  the  highly  important  position  of  teacher  of  public 
schools. 

Several  of  the  schools  in  this  township  are  in  a  flourishing  condi¬ 
tion  ;  particularly  those  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  M.  J.  Carr  and 
Mr.  PI.  Bingham.  In  these  the  progress  of  pupils  is  very  perceptible. 
Others  are  in  a  lower  state,  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  a  lack  of 
educational  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  district  in  which 
they  are  located.  There  is  evidently  a  necessity  of  holding  out 
greater  pecuniary  rewards,  in  order  to  induce  teachers  of  genius  and 
talent  to  enter  the  field  of  common  school  labor;  but  it  is  feared  that 
such  inducements  will  never  be  held  out  till  the  community  are 
aroused  on  this  important  subject,  and  so  interested  as  to  demand  the 
very  best  instruction  for  their  children,  whatever  may  be  the  cost. 

S.  J.  ZABRISKIE, 
Town  Suverintendent. 

A. 


BURLINGTON  COUNTY. 


BOPtDEXTOWX. 

In  making  the  “report”  prescribed  by  the  statute,  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  state  that  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  in  this  town¬ 
ship  is  most  encouraging  and  flourishing.  The  tax  payers  of  this 
township,  ever  since  the  passage  of  the  supplement  in  1851,  have 
uniformly  raised  by  taxation  the  maximum  sum  for  each  child  author¬ 
ized  by  that  enactment.  The  result  has  been  that  our  common  schools 
have  been  in  every  respect  steadily  improving.  Care  has  been  exer¬ 
cised  in  the  employment  of  suitable  and  well  qualified  teachers  ;  large 
and  convenient  buildings  have  been  erected  or  greatly  enlarged  and 
improved,  and  discipline  in  the  school  has  been  strictly  enforced,  and 
the  standard  of  education  is  being  annually  elevated.  In  this  town 
during  the  past  summer  the  public  school  house  has  been  enlarged  at 
an  expense  of  $4,000,  and  will  now  comfortably  seat  six  hundred 
pupils,  all  of  whom  are  under  the  care  and  instruction  of  a  corps  of 
competent  and  conscientous  teachers,  who  give  evidence  of  being 
deeply  interested  in  their  important  work.  In  addition  to  this  we 
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have  another  school  in  the  town  deriving  its  support  exclusively  from 
the  public  funds,  where  about  one  hundred  pupils,  under  a  thoroughly 
trained  teacher,  are  daily  taught ;  and  still  another  (colored)  where 
the  average  daily  attendance  is  about  thirty-five.  Besides  this,  we 
have  a  number  of  private  and  select  schools,  taught  in  the  town,  which 
are  conducted  wholly  by  private  enterprise,  and  derive  no  support 
whatever  from  the  public  funds.  In  the  other  public  schools  in  the 
township,  particularly  the  schools  at  Fieldsborough,  the  schools  are 
admirably  conducted  by  intelligent  and  experienced  teachers,  upon 
the  most  improved  system.  In  every  instance  where  new  teachers 
have  been  employed,  careful  and  rigid  examinations  as  to  qualifica¬ 
tions,  ability,  &c.,  have  preceded  their  employment.  If  our  present 
system  is  continued  with  such  improvements  as  experience  may  sug¬ 
gest,  in  a  few  years  we  shall  send  out  from  our  public  schools  a  body 
of  young  men  and  women  who,  by  their  intelligence  and  thorough 
training,  will  exercise  a  most  important  and  wholesome  influence  upon 
the  community. 

G.  S.  CANNON, 

Town  Superintendent. 


CHESTERFIELD. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  most  of  the  answers  to  your  second  series  of 
questions,  as  correct  as  it  is  possible  to  get  them.  There  has  been 
one  new  district  formed  in  the  township  since  my  last  report,  and  a 
neat  school  house  erected,  which  is  now  occupied.  Our  schools  have 
all  been  kept  open  the  past  year,  allowing  for  the  usual  vacations. 
The  schools  appear  to  be  well  conducted,  and  are  taught  by  compe¬ 
tent  teachers,  and  the  children  are  improving  in  their  studies.  The 
people  seem  to  take  far  more  interest  in  the  education  of  their  child¬ 
ren  than  they  did  formerly. 

AARON  BUNTING, 

Toivn  Svj^erintendent. 


CINNAMINSON. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  my  report  of  the  schools  in  Cinnaminson. 
As  my  term  of  office  began  last  spring,  it  is  impossible  to  make  a 
perfect  report,  as  I  could  get  no  report  from  some  of  the  teachers 
that  taught  last  winter. 

In  speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  this  township,  I  must 
say  that  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  no  more  interest  taken  in  the 
education  of  children. 

Two  of  our  schools  are  under  the  care  of  the  religious  society  of 
Friends.  These,  I  am  informed,  are  visited  once  a  month  by  the 
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trustees ;  the  rest  are  not  visited  as  often  as  they  should  be  by  the 
trustees  and  patrons. 

I  cannot  understand  how  it  is  that  men  will  suffer  themselves  to  he 
elected  trustees  of  our  schools,  and  not  take  more  interest  in  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  children. 

I  think  if  they  would  take  as  much  interest  in  employing  teachers 
to  teach  our  schools  as  they  do  to  employ  help  upon  their  farms,  we 
would  have  much  better  schools  than  we  have  at  present. 

When  we  employ  a  teacher  to  teach  our  schools,  the  question  should 
not  be  asked,  is  he  from  this  place  or  that  place — is  he  from  this 
school  or  that  school  ?  but,  is  he  qualified — is  he  worthy  ? 

R.  M.  BROCK, 
Town  Sujoerintendent. 


LITTLE  EGG  HARBOR. 

The  somewhat  comprehensive  report  which  I  made  to  you  last  year, 
concerning  the  condition,  prospects  and  promise  of  our  schools, 
together  with  the  more  full  and  complete  details  given  in  my  remarks 
to  the  town  meeting  last  spring,  and  which  the  inhabitants  did  me 
the  honor  to  publish  in  a  pamphlet  for  distribution,  a  copy  of  which 
was  forwarded  to  you,  will  perhaps  relieve  me  from  any  very  extended 
general  observations  upon  the  subject  at  the  present  time.  I  shall 
therefore  chiefly  confine  myself  to  the  events  of  the  past  year. 

While  I  regret  to  say  that  the  advancement  has  not  been  so  con¬ 
siderable  as  I  earnestly  hoped  it  would  be  at  the  time  of  making  my 
last  report,  yet  it  is  cheering  to  believe  that  the  evidences  of  progress 
continually  increase,  and  become  more  and  more  apparent. 

During  last  winter  our  schools  were  all  crowded,  and  the  regularity 
of  attendance  was  good,  but  the  spring  and  fall  terms  in  some  dis¬ 
tricts  have  not  exhibited  the  same  gratifying  evidences  of  prosperity. 
Some  of  the  causes  leading  to  these  results  will  be  hinted  at  hereafter. 

The  average  number  of  months  taught  are  one  and  a  half  less  than 
last  year,  which  fact  is  attributable  to  the  circumstance  that  one  dis¬ 
trict  which  has  usually  had  six  months  of  school  and  frequently  nine, 
has  had  no  public  school  during  the  year.  A  private  school  was 
taught  in  the  winter ;  in  the  spring  the  house  needed  repairs ;  and 
the  autumn  was  principally  occupied  in  making  these  repairs. 

Last  spring,  on  the  11th  of  April,  the  Saturday  following  the  annual 
district  elections,  I  called  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  several  dis¬ 
tricts,  for  the  purpose  of  directing  their  attention  to,  and  of  con¬ 
versing  with  them  upon,  such  subjects  of  general  and  local  interest  to 
the  schools  as  seemed  to  be  demanded.  The  subjects  discussed  at 
this  meeting  were : 

1.  The  form  of  preparing  lists  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  eighteen  years  in  the  respective  districts.  Some  districts,  pre¬ 
vious  to  this  year,  have  never  sent  in  lists  properly  arranged,  with  the 
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ages  of  the  children  given,  etc.  In  this  respect  there  is  some  im¬ 
provement. 

2.  The  propriety  of  re-numbering  the  districts,  so  that  their  numeri¬ 
cal  order  should  correspond  with  their  local  order,  which  was  not  the 
case  previously,  and  of  altering  the  boundaries  some.  The  changes 
suggested,  having  received  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  trustees 
then  present,  have  since  been  made  and  established. 

3.  The  subject  of  licensing  teachers,  before  permitting  them  to 
enter  the  schools.  The  trustees,  in  some  districts,  had  heretofore 
been  in  the  habit  of  employing  teachers  and  sending  them  into  the 
schools  without  consulting  the  Superintendent  about  it,  and  that  officer 
had  been  expected  to  find  them  out  and  license  them,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  whether  competent  or  not.  This  mode  of  proceeding  had  been 
exceedingly  embarrassing  to  the  Superintendent  on  several  occasions, 
and  a  change  was  recommended.  The  practice,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is 
not  entirely  abolished. 

4.  The  subject  of  introducing  a  uniform  series  of  books  in  the 
schools,  especially  of  Readers,  was  strongly  urged  upon  the  attention 
of  the  trustees.  I  regret  to  add  that  the  recommendations  seem  to 
have  had  but  little  influence  with  them. 

5.  The  great  importance  of  comfort  and  neatness  being  studied, 
sought  and  observed  in  the  construction,  furnishing  and  repairing  of 
school  houses  was  also  particularly  mentioned,  and  such  improvements 
as  were  thought  desirable  and  requisite  were  recommended. 

Extracts  touching  these  several  points  were  also  read  from  the 
valuable  Instructions  of  the  State  Superintendent,  accompanying  the 
School  Laws. 

A  Teachers’  Institute  was  held  in  Tuckerton  during  the  last  week 
in  June,  at  which  the  larger  number  of  our  resident  teachers  'svere 
present,  and  several  from  other  sections  of  the  county  and  State. 
Its  sessions  wmre  also  attended  and  much  enjoyed  by  a  number  of  the 
citizens  of  the  village  and  vicinity,  but  it  is  a  subject  of  regret  that 
the  public  generally  did  not  avail  themselves,  as  much  as  they  should 
have  done,  of  the  excellent  opportunity  thus  afforded  of  getting  better 
and  more  correct  ideas  of  education. 

The  plan  of  grading  the  public  schools  in  the  districts  comprised  in 
the  village  of  Tuckerton,  which  was  described  in  my  report  of  last 
year,  was  successfully  established,  and  the  inhabitants  affected  by  the 
change  were  generally  satisfied  and  pleased  with  it.  During  the 
winter  and  spring  the  gi'aded  schools  flourished  with  unexampled 
prosperity,  and  the  people,  by  acknowledging  the  propriety  and  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  system,  became  in  a  measure  pledged  to  its  support  and 
continuance ;  but  during  the  summer  vacations,  private  and  sectarian 
interests  drew  off  unimportant  factions,  and  two  private  schools  have 
been  established  in  the  district  in  competition  with  the  public  schools, 
constituting,  virtually  if  not  intentionally,  opposition  to  them. 

In  communities  where  the  public  funds  are  not  sufficient  to  furnish 
free  schools,  the  harmonious  and  united  efforts  of  all  the  people  are 
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required  to  make  the  public  schools  such  as  they  should  be ;  such 
schools  as  that  there  may  be  no  need  of  better  ones  in  the  district ; 
and  if  the  same  amount  of  money  were  expended  annually  in  sup¬ 
porting  district  schools  as  is  wasted  in  private,  select  or  sectarian 
schools,  they  would  rise  to  such  a  degree  of  excellence  and  efficiency 
that  no  others  could  successfully  compete  with  them. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  the  unexpected  and  unjustifiable  defec¬ 
tion  of  the  few  who  advocate  and  support  the  private  schools,  the 
graded  system  is  successfully  maintained,  and  the  children  of  the 
district  are  furnished  with  nine  months  of  excellent  schools  at  very 
moderate  cost ;  some  of  the  more  needy  free  of  all  charge  whatever. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  terrible  struggle  in  which  our  coun¬ 
try  is  at  present  involved  shall  have  ceased,  and  when  the  rights  of 
humanity  shall  have  become  more  completely  established,  and  more 
universally  acknowledged,  that  both  national  and  State  governments 
will  give  the  subject  of  the  education  of  the  whole  people  moi'e  earnest 
attention  and  more  powerful  and  effectual  support. 

THEOS.  T.  PRICE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


LUMBERTOX. 


In  making  my  annual  report  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  there  is 
an  increase  of  interest  in  schools,  in  several  respects,  in  our  township, 
and  particularly  in  raising  money  for  school  purposes,  which  is  within 
a  fraction  of  three  times  as  much  as  last  year ;  and  well  may  we  be 
interested  in  the  youth,  for  to  them  we  must  look  for  the  future  pros¬ 
perity  of  this  nation. 

JOS.  H.  DEACON, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MEDFORD. 

Since  there  are  no  registers  kept  in  our  schools,  my  answers  to  the 
annual  queries  must  be  partial. 

I  am  preparing  blank  forms  at  my  own  expense  and  labor,  and  in¬ 
troducing  them  into  the  schools,  hoping  that  in  future  the  answers  may 
be  fuller. 

I  regret  that  the  facts  require  me  to  acknowledge  that  the  schools 
in  the  township  do  not  reach  the  standing  which  our  common  schools 
should.  This  is  attributable,  in  a  measure,  to  the  frequent  change 
of  teachers  and  a  want  of  proper  care  on  the  part  of  trustees  in 
selecting  them  ;  but  in  a  greater  degree  it  is  chargeable  to  the  want 
of  interest  in  the  parents  themselves.  With  too  many,  it  apparently 
makes  little  difference  what  the  qualifications  of  the  teacher  are,  so 
their  children  attend  school  a  certain  number  of  days  annually. 
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In  one  district,  liowcver,  more  interest  is  manifested;  a  teacher, 
■who  has  had  the  benefit  of  a  partial  course  at  the  Normal  School,  is 
employed,  and  the  school  is  free  at  present,  a  progressive  move  which 
it  is  desirable  may  be  followed  by  the  other  districts. 

A  reformation  is  much  needed,  both  in  the  school  houses  and  the 
furniture.  The  former  are  mostly  located  at  some  cross  road,  unen¬ 
closed  by  fence,  and  too  frequently  unshaded  by  a  single  tree,  so  that, 
if  the  lamp  of  knowledge,  as  is  often  the  case,  shines  dimly,  it  may 
be  illuminated  by  the  dazzling  rays  of  the  sun. 

The  furniture  is  of  the  antique,  yellow  pine  order,  cut  and  carved, 
as  such  deserves  to  be.  The  seats  are  without  backs,  and  the  walls, 
for  the  most  part,  unadorned  by  maps.  Globes  and  other  apparatus 
necessary  to  successful  teaching  are  much  needed. 

More  frequent  visiting  of  schools  by  parents  would  be  beneficial, 
and  a  closer  scrutiny  into  the  character  and  qualifications  of  those  to 
■whom  they  commit  their  most  precious  jewels — the  minds  and  souls 
of  their  children — to  be  formed  or  deformed,  as  the  teacher  is  apt  or 
unapt  to  teach,  is  very  desirable. 

JOSEPH  JONES, 

Town  Superintendent, 


NEW  HANOVER. 

Herewith  I  send  you,  as  required  by  law,  my  annual  report  and 
statistics  connected  with  the  operations  of  the  Public  Schools  of  this 
township  during  the  past  year.  The  information  furnished  varies 
but  little  from  my  former  reports,  as  to  attendance  and  funds  appro¬ 
priated  for  the  purpose  of  education  in  this  township.  Allow  me  to 
say,  carefully  prepared  school  registers  are  much  needed,  and  unless 
furnished  by  the  State  Superintendent,  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  be 
obtained.  I  would  suggest  that  the  State  Superintendent  make 
application  to  the  next  Legislature  for  an  appropriation  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  and  I  will  lend  my  aid  in  helping  pass  the  bill.  Allow  me, 
before  closing,  to  state  that  there  seems  to  be  a  great  backwardness 
among  the  trustees  and  parents  in  visiting  their  schools.  Where 
parents  are  careful  to  magnify  the  importance  of  education  and  of 
the  free  school  system  in  the  estimation  of  their  children  ;  where  they 
aid  and  encourage  them  in  their  studies  at  home,  looking  after  their 
improvements  with  apparent  solicitude,  visiting  the  schools  occa¬ 
sionally,  expressing  sympathy  wdth  the  teacher,  and  influer.ee  others 
to  do  the  same,  the  happiest  results  are  usually  secured,  the  teacher 
is  respected  and  encouraged,  the  scholars  are  stimulated,  and  a 
healthful  public  opinion  is  created. 

DANIEL  LAME, 

Town  Superintendent, 
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SHAMONG. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  people  of  this  township  take  great 
interest  in  their  public  schools.  The  township  is  small  and  thinly 
settled,  but  we  raise  §300  for  school  purposes.  A  new  district, 
which  I  was  called  upon  to  set  off  this  year,  has  been  incorporated, 
and  §200  have  been  raised  by  tax  for  the  building  of  a  new  school 
house.  Our  township  is  receiving  great  benefit  from  the  public 
school  system.  All  our  schools  are  free,  and  most  of  them  are  well 
taught.  The  children  take  great  interest  in  their  studies,  and  I  may 
safely  say  that  some  of  them  are  not  to  be  surpassed  in  the  elemen¬ 
tary  branches  by  the  children  of  other  townships.  It  is  to  be 
reo-retted  that  our  district  trustees  do  not  visit  their  schools  and  give 

G  1  ^ 

them  that  attention  which  they  should. 

EDWARD  H.  WARRICK, 

Touni  Superintendent. 


WESTHAMPTON. 

I  send  as  near  an  approximation  to  correct  answers  to  the  two 
series  of  questions  as  the  information  I  can  obtain  from  the  teachers 
in  this  township  will  enable  me  to.  Some  schools  have  had  three  or 
four  teachers  during  the  year  and  but  three  teachers  have  answered 
the  questions. 

We  greatly  need  well-trained  and  more  competent  teachers,  and  to 
have  them  there  must  be  greater  interest  felt  and  more  liberality  in 
giving  such  salaries  as  will  induce  good  teachers  to  undertake  the 
management  of  the  schools  and  to  remain  longer. 

DAVID  FERRIS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


SOUTHAMPTON. 

The  number  of  public  schools  in  this  township  is  eleven.  Nos.  1 
and  2  are  parts  of  districts,  with  the  school  houses  situated  in  two 
adjoining  townships,  and  are  not  included  in  the  circular.  Numbers 
3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  9  are  whole  districts,  composed  entirely  within  the  town¬ 
ship.  No.  8  is  the  largest  and  most  central,  and  is  composed  of 
three  separate  schools,  with  one  male  and  two  female  teachers. 

In  this  district  the  trustees  are  building  a  new  school  house  two 
stories  high,  thirty-eight  by  fifty  feet,  of  wooden  material,  suitable  to 
contain  all  the  scholars  of  the  three  schools.  Estimated  cost  is  three 
thousand  dollars.  The  one  thousand  additional  in  the  circular  has 
been  raised  by  this  district  to  assist  in  building  said  house.  The  five 
hundred  received  from  other  sources,  is  the  proceeds  of  one  of  the 
old  school  houses  of  said  district,  which  the  trustees  have  appropri- 
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ated  in  the  erection  of  the  new  one.  The  schools  are  well  attended, 
and  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  number  of  scholars  tauj^ht 
in  the  different  schools  is  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  The 
schools  are  all  free,  and  have  been  kept  open  ten  months  on  an  ave¬ 
rage.  ' 

I  have  received  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars 
and  eight  cents,  Avhich  I  have  appropriated  and  expended  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  districts  in  the  following  manner : 


To  District  No.  8, 


a 

a 

7, 

u 

a 

6, 

a 

a 

5, 

u 

a 

3, 

a 

u 

1, 

a 

u 

9 

a 

a 

4, 

a 

a 

9, 

.  $465  25 

270  00 
98  00 
36  68 
75  16 
53  00 
96  IT 
82  58 
55  54 


Whole  amount  expended, 
Amount  received. 


.  $1,232  32 
.  $1,244  08 


Balance  in  my  hands,  .....  $11  76 

There  are  eight  school  houses  in  the  township,  one  is  of  brick,  and 
seven  of  wooden  material,  all  having  one  room,  and  are  all  one  story 
high.  They  are  all  in  good  repair,  and  afford  ample  accommodations 
for  all  the  scholars,  all  having  play-grounds  attached.  The  furniture 
is  of  the  ancient  fashion,  and  is  somewhat  the  worse  for  the  wear. 

I  have  visited  the  schools  twice  since  last  April,  which  makes 
twenty-two  times  in  all.  I  cannot  report  the  visits  of  the  Trustees, 
as  I  have  no  account  of  them  except  from  the  teachers,  who  say  they 
are  few,  and  far  between.  The  inhabitants  generally  manifest  great 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  but  do  not  show  it  in  their  visits 
to  the  schools. 

There  is  little  uniformity  in  the  school  books  used,  these  being 
selected  by  the  teachers ;  then  with  a  change  of  teachers  a  change  of 
books,  which  makes  considerable  dissatisfaction  among  the  employers 
of  the  schools. 

The  books  mostly  used  in  the  schools  are  Wilson’s  Readers,  Green- 
leaf’s  Arithmetic,  Warren’s  Geographies,  with  McGuffie’s  Reader 
and  Speller,  and  Comly’s  Spelling  Book,  Smith’s  Grammar,  kc. 

ELIJAH  W.  HAINES, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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CAMDEN  COUNTY. 


CAM  D  EX. 

I  have  the  honor  to  mail  herewith  Series  No.  2.  Since  our  last 
annual  report  you  will  perceive  we  have  opened  four  new  schools, 
giving  some  three  hundred  and  fifty  seats  for  pupils,  yet  we  have  not 
sufficient  accommodations  for  all  the  applicants.  Quite  a  large 
number  of  children  are  now  awaiting  admission  into  our  schools. 
The  schools  under  the  care  of  our  Board  are  in  a  very  prosperous 
condition.  The  teachers  have  been  selected  with  great  care  and 
seem  most  admirably  adapted  to  impart  their  knm^vledge  to  the 
children  entrusted  to  them. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  been  building  a  large,  commodious 
and  substantial  three- story  brick  school  house,  immediately  opposite 
our  county  court-house,  in  the  North  ward  of  our  city,  containinn- 
twelve  airy  and  comfortable  school  rooms.  The  building  was  planned 
by  our  townsman  Stephen  D.  Button,  Esq.,  and  embraces  all  the 
modern  improvements,  and  reflects  much  credit  upon  its  desio-ner. 
Every  attention  has  been  given  to  mfety  in  the  first  place ;  alf  the 
stairways  are  detached  or  separate  from  the  main  building  and  all 
doors  swing  in  and  out,  so  that,  with  the  aid  of  a  good  sized  hall,  run¬ 
ning  the  entire  length  of  the  building,  escape  is  every  way  accekible 
in  case  of  fire.  It  would  seem,  in  fact,  that  the  building  is  almost 
fire-proof,  if  not  entirely  so.  The  partition  walls  are  bri°k  from  the 
foundation  to  the  roof.  In  the  second  place,  while  economizino-  the 
space  for  each  scholar,  every  attention  has  been  given  to  the  proper 
and  economical  heating  an'd  ventilating  of  each  room,  with  suitable 
conveniences  for  receiving  the  apparel,  &c.,  of  the  scholars.  The 
building  is  erected  in  the  centre  of  a  large  lot  of  ground,  so  that 
about  eighty  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  fee"t  of  ground  is  left  on  the 
north  and  south  ends  of  the  building,  which  will  be  enclosed  with  a 
tasty  iron  fence,  affording  pleasure  grounds  for  each  department 
The  building,  when  completed  and  enclosed,  will  cost  us  near 
020,000.  We  have  in  contemplation  the  opening  of  two  sohools  of  a 
higher  grade  (for  boys  and  girls)  than  we  at  present  have,  thoucrh 
this  is  not  definitely  determined  on.  Our  operations  are  somewh°at 
retarded  by  our  funds  not  being  adequate  to  the  requirements ;  this 
however,  we  shall  endeavor  to  remedy  by  legislative  aid,  as  we  shall 
ask  the  privilege  of  raising  three  mills  4tetd  of  two  a^s  now  wMch- 
we  think  will  be  ample  for  all  our  wants.  ^ 

^  The  free  school  system  is  growing  largely  in  the  estimation  of  our 

citizens  and  they  are  ready  to  pay  any  reasonable  tax  for  their 
support. 

There  seems  to  be  a  wilful  negligence  on  the  part  of  parents  and 
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guardians  in  not  requiring  a  more  constant  attendance  on  the  school 
by  the  scholars,  as  you  readily  see  that  the  daily  average  attendance 
is  far  below  what  it  ought  to  be.  Children  are  kept  out  of  school  for 
the  most  trivial  purposes,  sometimes  days  at  a  time,  and  sent  just 
often  enough  to  retain  their  seats ;  hence  our  Board,  as  our  rules 
show,  have  felt  called  upon  to  be  quite  stringent  on  such  delin¬ 
quencies.  Then  again,  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  are  not  properly 
seconded  by  requiring  the  children  to  study  their  lessons  at  home 
instead  of  in  the  school-room.  So  that  the  children  are  got  out  of 
their  sight,  that  is  all  some  seem  to  think  of.  My  judgment  has  long 
since  been  convinced  that  we  need  some  stringent  statutory  enact¬ 
ments  which  will  require  the  people  to  send  their  children  to  school 
regularly  and  discountenance  idleness  and  truancy.  Alas,  too  many 
are  allowed  to  grow  up  in  entire  ignorance,  while  every  opportunity 
is  extended  of  giving  each  child  a  suitable  education,  and  that  w’ith- 
out  cost. 

Neglect  the  education  of  your  children,  permit  them  to  run  in  idle¬ 
ness,  visit  all  scenes  of  debauchery  and  profligacy,  and  you  effectually 
prepare  them  for  the  county  jails,  w'orkhouses  and  state  prisons,  with 
all  their  horrible  attendants. 

Massachusetts  seems  to  have  become  thoroughly  awakened  on  this 
subject  (if  not  on  others);  they  maintain  a  truant  court  at  consider¬ 
able  expense,  to  prevent  truancy  and  children  loitering  about  street 
corners.  If  parents  will  not  take  care  of  their  children  and  send 
them  to  school  at  proper  times,  the  authorities  do  by  sending  them  to 
places  provided  expressly  for  such  cases,  where  moral  reformation  is 
one  of  the  principal  studies,  &c. 

The  teachers  in  our  employ  have  in  contemplation  the  formation  of 
a  Teachers’  Institute  for  this  city,  so  that  monthly  meetings  (if  not 
oftener)  may  be  held  for  their  own  improvement  in  the  art  of  teach¬ 
ing.  One  feature  proposed  is  a  regular  system  of  criticism,  which,  it 
is  thought,  would  be  productive  of  good.  We  are  glad  to  see  teachers 
recognize  the  fact,  that  when  they  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  as  teachers  they  should  not  neglect  a  constant  culture  of  their 
own  minds,  so  that  they  may  keep  pace  with  the  march  of  improve¬ 
ment  and  be  ready  to  impart  the  result  of  their  studies  to  the  scholars 
committed  to  their  care  for  preparation  for  future  usefulness.  It  will 
be  our  pleasure  to  have  the  State  Superintendent  and  other  friends 
of  education  call  on  us  and  take  a  look  at  our  schools  at  any  time. 

JAMES  M.  CASSADY, 

Secy  of  Board  of  Education  of  City  of  Camden. 


NEWTON. 

I  have  transmitted  the  annual  report  of  the  schools  in  this  town¬ 
ship  with  as  much  accuracy  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

The  schools  in  the  township  are  in  as  flourishing  a  condition  as 
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could  reasonably  be  expected,  there  having  been  in  some  of  them  an 
almost  entire  change  of  teachers.  There  appears  to  be  an  increasing 
interest  manifested  in  public  school  education  by  the  people  at  large, 
and  the  consequent  attendance  of  the  pupils  has  been  very  satisfac¬ 
tory.  We  have  two  capable,  intelligent,  colored  teachers  (males) 
placed  over  schools  of  the  same  complexion,  who,  it  appears  to  me, 
are  among  the  very  best  of  our  pedagogues.  There  has  been  $1,344 
raised  by  the  township,  and  §3,550  special  tax  ordered  by  four  of  the 
districts  together. 

All  the  teachers  have  been  licensed. 

B.  W.  BLACKWOOD, 

Town  Superintendent 


STOCKTON. 


Accompanying  this,  my  annual  report,  you  will  find  the  questions 
in  Series  No.  2  answered,  so  far  as  1  have  undertaken  to  answer  them, 
correctly.  From  the  fact  that  we  have  a  change  of  teachers  twice 
yearly,  it  is  very  difficult  to  give  answers  to  certain  queries  therein 
propounded.  And  supposing  that  no  answers  were  preferable  to 
erroneous  ones,  I  have  governed  myself  accordingly.  Fearing  the 
financial  part  may  seem  obscure,  I  will  simply  re-state  as  follows : 

One  instalment  of  State  Fund  received  March  5,  -  §37  76 

“  “  u  u  .  _  35  qo 


Making  from  the  State,  ------  $122  86 

In  addition  to  this  amount  there  was  raised  by  tax  in 

District  No.  1,  Union,  -  -  -  -  -  §225  00 

“  2,  Rosendale,  -  -  -  -  300  00 

“  3,  Greenville,  -  -  -  -  !110  82 

Total  Incorporated  District  Tax,  -  -  $635  82 

Making  altogether  $758  68,  which,  with  the  balance  on  hand  at 
the  end  of  last  year,  has  been  sufficient  to  maKe  our  schools  free. 

From  the  foregoing,  two  facts  are  apparent,  that  we  have  not  raised 
by  township  tax  any  money  for  school  purposes,  and  have  received  no 
interest  from  surplus  revenue. 

The  first  is  easily  explained.  The  latter  seems  quite  mysterious  to 
the  town  superintendent.  Yet,  as  he  is  only  a  disbursing  agent,  it  is 
quite  unnecessary  for  him  to  ask  invidious  questions  pertaining  to  the 
official  business  of  other  parties. 

The  condition  of  our  schools  is  not  what  it  should  be,  yet  I  am 
happy  to  be  enabled  to  note  some  considerable  improvement.  •  The 
teachers  generally  have  been  mindful  of  the  high  trust  reposed  in 
them. 

I  am  quite  confident  our  schools  can  never  reach  a  proper  standard 
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of  usefulness  while  we  continue  to  change  our  teachers  every  few 
months.  This  is  a  sore  evil,  and  one  which  appears  as  difficult  to 
eradicate  as  it  is  pernicious  in  its  effects. 

E.  J.  OSLER, 

Town  SuperinUndent, 


This  being  my  first  year  in  office,  I  have  not  been  able  to  answer 
your  questions  as  fully  as  I  could  have  desired.  It  gives  me  pleasure 
to  report  that  our  schools  are  gradually  improving.  The  amount  of 
money  received  this  year  will  be  ^721  67.  Most  of  our  schools  are 
open  at  the  present  time,  and  will,  no  doubt,  remain  open  throughout 
the  year.  We  feel  the  need  of  more  money  and  better  teachers- 
None  of  our  teachers  are  from  the  Normal  School.  In  the  spring 
and  summer  we  employ  females  at  $50  per  quarter,  and  in  the  winter 
males  at  $90  per  quarter,  . 


WATERFORD, 

In  compliance  with  your  request  I  enclose  the  yearly  report. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  cause  of  educa¬ 
tion  is  surely,  but  slowly,  advancing  in  our  township.  Light  is 
breaking,  and  the  minds  of  the  people  are  waking  up  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  mental  training  for  their  children. 

Our  schools  are  improving  both  in  instruction  snd  discipline,  as 
well  as  in  regular  attendance.  Philosophy  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  are  now  taught  in  two  of  our  schools,  and  the 
object  system  has  been  successfully  introduced  in  Gibbslow  school 
district  by  a  female  teacher. 

It  has  always  been  my  desire  to  visit  each  school  once  a  month, 
and  so  far  as  the  demands  of  my  'practice  would  allow,  I  have  ob¬ 
served  that  rule, 

DANIEL  M.  STOUT, 

5  Town  Superintendent. 


UNION. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  the  answers  to  series  No.  2  answered.  I 
cannot  give  you  so  cheering  a  report  of  the  progress  of  our  schools 
jas  I  would  wish.  We  have  been  deprived  of  a  large  amount  of  our 
school  money.  We  have  two  large  manufacturing  companies  in  our 
township,  owning  about  one-half  the  property;  they  have  been  dissatis¬ 
fied  with  the  assessment  put  upon  their  property,  and  have  paid  no 
tax  for  this  or  last  year,  consequently  we  have  been  under  the  neces- 
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sity  of  suspending  our  schools  for  five  months,  and  thus  our  schools 
have  not  made  so  much  progress  as  they  should  have  done. 

School  district  No.  2  is  much  in  want  of  a  new  school  house ;  it 
was  the  intention  to  have  built  one  this  season,  but  the  want  of  money 
and  the  high  price  of  building  induced  the  trustees  to  postpone  it  to 
next  year.  District  No.  3  is  well  supplied  with  first-class  school 
houses,  and  well  furnished.  The  schools  are  well  supplied  with  books, 
maps,  black-boards,  &c.  The  schools  are  generally  satisfactorily 
kept ;  some  of  them,  I  think,  could  and  should  be  improved. 

Wm.  S.  McCALLISTER, 

Town  Superinte7ident. 


CAPE  MAY  COUNTY. 

CAPE  ISLAND. 

In  reference  to  the  public  schools  in  the  City  of  Cape  Island,  1 
have  but  little  to  say,  except  what  is  included  in  statistics  herewith 
enclosed. 

The  interest  manifested  in  common  school  education  is  anything 
but  flattering.  Our  people  profess  any  amount  of  interest  in  educa¬ 
tion,  while  their  works  give  the  denial  to  their  words. 

With  a  number,  even  at  this  age  of  improvement,  there  is  an  op¬ 
position  to  free  schools.  This  number,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  greatly 
in  the  minority,  but  so  considerable  has  been  that  opposition,  and  so 
great  has  been  the  general  apathy  in  reference  to  education,  that  last 
year  the  City  Council,  (upon  whom  devolves  the  raising  and  appro¬ 
priating  of  all  monies)  raised  no  free  school  money.  And  on  previous 
occasions,  only  an  amount  sufficient  to  secure  the  State  money  was 
raised,  and  on  one  or  more  occasions,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  even 
the  vote  by  which  that  amount  was  appropriated,  was  rescinded,  after 
the  apportionment  of  State  money. 

Such  was  the  state  of  education  during  the  time  we  had  no  free  school 
money,  that  it  would  seem  the  opposition  above  noted  ought  to  have 
been  cured ;  but  such  was  not  the  case — the  opposition  still  remains, 
notwithstanding,  we  were  almost  entirely  destitute  of  schools  for  a 
long  time,  for  want  of  free  school  money. 

During  the  present  year,  we  have  undertaken  to  adopt  the  ‘‘part 
pay  and  part  free”  system,  which  also  meets  wdth  a  formidable 
minority  opposition ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  many  of  those 
opposed  to  the  latter,  are  among  those  opposed  to  the  former,  which 
seems  as  strange  as  true. 

We  need  better  school-house  accommodations.  We  have  a  building 
belonging  to  the  city,  which,  if  properly  fitted  up,  would  make  a 
respectable  school-house,  but  the  internal  arrangement  is  anything 
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lut  convenient.  There  is  a  prospect,  however,  that  we  shall  have 
this  entirely  remodeled.  For  this  we  pay  rent,  as  it  belongs  to  the 
city,  not  to  the  school. 

I  should  remark  that,  while  we  have  but  one  school,  we  employ  two 
teachers,  a  male  and  a  female,  constantly  while  our  school  is  open. 

Yours, 

J.  S.  LEACH, 
Town  Superintendent. 


DENNIS. 

The  schools  of  Dennis  township,  taken  as  a  whole,  have  made  some 
improvement  during  the  past  year.  We  have  had  but  one  school 
(district,  No.  5,)  that  has  continued  its  sessions  during  the  year,  (due 
allowance  j3eing  made  for  vacations,)  and  that  has  only  been  accom¬ 
plished  by  the  raising  of  private  funds.  Much  more  might  be  accom¬ 
plished  for  the  cause  of  education,  if  some  means  could  be  adopted  by 
which  all  our  public  schools  could  be  kept  open  during  the  entire 
year,  and  I  can  think  of  no  better  method  than  an  act  by  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  compelling  the  different  townships  of  the  State,  to  raise  by  tax 
a  suffic  eut  amount  of  funds  for  that  purpose.  Certainly  no  friend  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty  would  wish  to  cast  his  vote  against  such  a 
measure.  With  the  State  normal  school  and  good  salaries,  we  can 
always  secure  the  services  of  the  best  of  teachers  for  our  public 
schools 

The  buildings  in  which  our  public  schools  are  held  (with  one  or  two 
exceptions,)  aie  most  miserable  relics  of  generations  that  have  long 
since  been  sbeping  in  their  graves;  much  better  adapted  to  the  shel¬ 
tering  of  the  interior  creation,  than  for  the  purpose  now  appropriated. 
Can  you  >'»nggest  any  plan  by  which  our  people  can  be  induced  to  be¬ 
lieve  and  understand,  that  it  is  the  inteiest  of  their  offspring  and  of 
hu.iianicy  to  abolish  the  use  at  once  and  forever,  of  those  delapidated, 
cheerless,  coml'ot  tless  shanties,  in  wljich  they  place  their  tender  off¬ 
spring,  and  in  which  they  could  scarcely  be  induced  to  stall  one  of 
their  caftie?  T!  ey  are  really  a  blasting,  withering,  mildew  upon  the 
cause  of  eiiucation,  and  it  is  really  a.  burning  shame,  that  children 
should  be  compelled  to  spend  their  youthful  days  in  them. 

As  a,  general  thing,  the  books  used  in  our  schools  are  of  the  best 
selection.  In  district  No.  5,  the  books  are  all  selected  and  furnished 
by  the  trnste(‘s  at  wholesale  prices:  this  avoids  a  want  of  uniformity 
in  books  used  in  the  school. 

JESSE  H.  DIVEHTY, 
Town  Superintendent. 


LOWER. 

In  accordance  with  iny  duty,  I  herewith  present  to  you  such 
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statistics  as  you  request,  relating  to  the  schools  of  this  township.  I 
have  made  these  statistics  as  perfect  as  circumstances  would  admit, 
and  much  better  than  I  anticipated  when  I  commenced  the  duties  of 
my  office.  Not  a  single  register  was  kept  in  any  school,  except  my 
own,  and  in  some  cases  not  even  a  list  of  names  of  scholars  could  be 
found.  Now  there  are  registers  of  attendance,  of  some  sort,  to  be 
found  in  all  our  schools,  with  but  one  exception,  and  I  hope  soon  to 
be  able  to  supply  each  of  our  schools  with  a  good,  substantial  register, 
80  that  this  great  necessity  shall  exist  no  longer. 

I  am  happy  to  report  to  you  the  most  gratifying  fact,  that  the 
interest  among  the  people  of  this  township  in  the  great  cause  of 
education,  is  decidedly  and  rapidly  increasing ;  but  still  our  schools 
are  in  want  of  almost  everything,  and  my  experience  as  a  teacher  in 
this  township,  and  my  visits  to  the  schools,  have  convinced  me  that 
the  most  pressing  want  is  a  full  supply  of  good  books  and  apparatus 
for  teaching.  I  have  been  laboring  constantly  to  supply  this  great 
need.  Last  winter  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  one  of  our  schools 
nearly  every  needed  article,  and  this  winter  I  am  extending  my 
efforts  to  all  the  schools  in  the  township. 

The  condition  of  our  school-houses  is  another  important  matter. 
AVe  have  many  dull,  dingy  rooms,  with  no  proper  means  of  ventila¬ 
tion  and  badly  heated,  with  most  miserably  arranged  seats  and  desks, 
no  proper  space  for  classes,  or  blackboard  exercises  ;  some  so  utterly 
uncomfortable  and  so  totally  inappropriate  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  are  used,  that  it  is  most  surprising  that  any  intelligent  parents, 
with  comfortable  homes,  would  permit  their  children  to  stay  in  such 
places.  All  these  matters  are  beginning  to  receive  much  attention, 
and  the  friends  of  education  are  awakening  in  earnest  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  improving  our  schools. 

JOHN  AV.  LYCETT, 

Toivn  Superintendent. 


UPPER. 

Enclosed  you  have  the  statistics  of  the  public  schools  in  Upper 
township.  Cape  May  county.  The  schools  are  generally  well 
attended,  having  competent  teachers,  and  there  seems  to  be  an  in¬ 
creased  interest  felt  generally  by  the  inhabitants.  AVe  have  county 
examiners  in  the  county,  who  attend  to  their  duty  faithfully,  and  the 
children  are  deriving  more  benefit  from  the  working:  of  the  school  law 

o  o 

than  formerly. 

All  the  schools  in  the  township  are  free.  The  township  raised  this 
vear  only  two  dollars  per  scholar  for  free  school  purposes. 

JOHN  JONES, 
Toivn  Superintendent. 
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MIDDLE. 

The  following  report  of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  in 
Middle  township,  Cape  May  county,  is  respectfully  submitted : 

The  number  of  scholars  for  the  present  year  is  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-seven.  In  most  of  the  districts  the  schools  are  entirely  free ; 
in  two  districts  ninety  cents  a  scholar  a  quarter  are  assessed  on  such 
parents  as  choose  to  pay  it. 

No.  1  has  been  kept  open  six  months ;  No.  2  has  been  kept  open 
twelve  months;  No.  3,  twelve  months;  No.  4,  nine  months;  No.  5, 
six  months;  No.  G,  six  months;  and  No.  7,  six  months. 

The  amount  of  money  received  from  surplus  revenue,  $123  G3  ; 
from  the  state,  $252  93 ;  amount  raised  by  tax,  $1,534 ;  in  all, 
$1,910  56.  This  amount  is  expended  in  paying  teachers,  in  pur¬ 
chasing  fuel,  and  in  paying  such  other  incidental  expenses  as  the 
necessities  of  the  schools  require.  There  is  an  increasing  interest  in 
our  public  schools,  and  they  are  conducted  with  much  order  and 
decorum. 

The  past  year  has  seen  an  unusual  number  of  changes  among  our 
teachers,  and  I  have  received  reports  from  only  two ;  most  of  the 
others,  being  new^  teachers,  having  no  reports  to  make. 

During  the  past  year  that  dreadful  disease,  diphtheria,  has  made 
fearful  ravages  among  our  children,  in  some  instances  causing  a  sus¬ 
pension  of  schools  for  some  weeks.  During  the  winter  and  spring 
months,  the  building  of  our  railroad  made  such  claims  on  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  our  county,  that  most  of  our  large  boys  were  taken  from 
school  to  wmrk  on  the  road. 

C.  F.  LEAMING, 

Town  Superintendent, 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 


BRIDGETON. 

In  making  out  my  return  for  the  present  year  I  concluded  to  make 
no  remarks,  for  I  could  only  repeat  what  I  had  before  said.  But  on 
looking  over  your  report  of  the  last  year  I  find  that  only  four  of  the  eight 
town  superintendents  had  given  any  information  further  than  answer¬ 
ing  your  questions,  and  twm  have  not  even  done  that.  And  in  order 
to  show  that  we  are  not  all  dead  I  will  speak  a  word  for  the  township 
of  Bridgeton.  Our  public  schools  are  doing  w^ell,  increasing  slowdy 
every  year.  We  have  good  school  houses,  well  ventilated,  classrooms 
W'ell  arranged,  the  wLole  well  heated  for  the  comfort  of  the  children 
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during  the  cold  weather.  Our  teachers  for  the  most  part  are  of  the 
first  order.  We  have  some  graduates  of  the  State  Normal  School, 
which  I  find  to  be  of  great  advantage  to  our  public  schools.  We 
need  more  of  them  in  the  county.  The  public  school  in  our  township 
has  become  a  fixture ;  the  people  willingly  tax  themselves  whatever 
amount  of  money  the  trustees  say  is  needed  to  sustain  it. 

LEWIS  McBRIDE, 

Town  Sujperintendent. 


FAIRFIELD. 

I  herewith  forward  to  you  the  annual  statistical  report  of  common' 
schools  in  our  township.  It  is  necessarily  imperfect,  from  the  want 
of  registers  from  all  the  schools.  Two  of  the  less  important  schools 
have  not  been  kept  since  the  last  winter  term,  and  two  of  the  more 
important  have  both  changed  their  teachers,  one  of  them  repeatedly. 
Add  to  this  tliat  it  is  a  new  thing  for  them  to  keep  and  report  such 
registers,  and  it  may  not  seem  strange  that  I  have  received  but  five 
out  of  the  ten.  Since  rny  election  last  spring  as  town  superintendent, 
I  have  been  careful  to  inform  every  teacher  of  their  duty  in  this  re¬ 
spect,  and  intend  to  continue  to  do  the  same,  so  that  there  may  be 
full  and  accurate  reports  hereafter. 

There  has  been  a  good  degree  of  interest  manifested  by  this  com¬ 
munity  in  behalf  of  public  schools;  they  are  the  only  kind  we  have. 
The  teachers,  with  some  exceptions,  have  been  faithful  and  successful. 
Some  of  our  best  teachers  have  been  females,  two  of  them  from  the 
Normal  School.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find,  anywhere,  better 
teachers  to  fill  their  places.  In  four  of  our  principal  schools  they 
have  recently  purchased  Parker  &  Watson’s  series  of  school  books  for 
the  use  of  the  schools.  So  far  they  give  satisfaction,  as  they  afford 
uniformity  and  facility  to  both  teachers  and  scholars. 

The  school  houses  are  mostly  comfortable  and  convenient.  In  the 
upper  village  of  the  township  they  have  taken  the  preliminary  steps 
to  become  incorporated,  and  expect  during  the  coming  year  to  erect  a 
new  and  more  spacious  building  in  place  of  the  old  one. 

Since  our  town  meeting  last  March  I  have  paid  out  of  the  public 
school  fund  $729  03,  and  of  this  amount  $217  82  have  been  paid  for 
books,  repairs  and  school  expenses.  The  drain  in  this  way  from  the 
fund  for  school  purposes,  (‘‘to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  purposes 
of  education,”)  is  every  year  increasing,  while  the  town  appropriation 
is  only  one-half  of  what  it  was  a  few  years  since.  Hence  the  im¬ 
portance  of  some  more  definite  and  efficient  action,  or  appropriation 
for  this  purpose  by  our  Legislature. 

ROBERT  OSBORN, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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DOWNE. 

In  connection  with  answers  to  the  second  series  of  questions  I  send 
you  this,  my  written  report  of  the  number  and  state  of  the  schools  in 
our  township. 

We  have  nine  school  districts  and  ten  school  houses  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  Of  these  one  has  been  kept  open  the  entire  year,  with  a  short 
vacation.  Five  of  the  district  schools  have  been  kept  three-fourths 
of  the  year.  In  two,  school  has  been  kept  open  about  three-fifths  of 
the  year,  and  in  one  only  one-half  of  the  year.  Our  schools  are  all 
open  at  present,  and  five  of  them  are  well  taught.  Of  the  other  four 
I  cannot  speak  so  positively,  they  having  so  recently  commenced.  I 
regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  saying  that  we  have  more  than 
two  hundred  children  in  the  township  who  do  not  attend  school,  al¬ 
though  of  sufficient  age  to  do  so. 

We  have,  on  the  whole,  better  schools  than  we  had  last  year.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  if  the  trustees  and  patrons  of  our  schools  would 
more  frequently  visit  them  it  w^ould  add  to  their  efficiency.  Their 
visits  are  too  far  between. 

I  am  pleased  to  find  that  one  old  notion  is  beginning  to  be  repu¬ 
diated,  viz.:  that  any  one  who  can  readily  call  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet  is  competent  to  give  first  lessons  to  children ;  some  begin 
to  see  the  importance  of  correctness  at  the  beginning. 

J.  C.  CHEW, 

Town  Superintendent. 


STOE  CREEK. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  my  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  this  township. 

The  answers  to  the  series  of  questions  may  not  be  strictly  accurate 
in  every  particular,  but  are  substantially  correct.  There  is  in  this 
community  a  growing  interest  manifested  in  the  cause  of  education, 
and  judging  from  the  change  of  public  sentiment  on  this  subject  with¬ 
in  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  we  indulge  the  hope  that  the  time  is 
approaching  when  common  schools  will  receive  from  the  people  that 
encouragement  which  they  so  much  need. 

GEO.  TOMLINSON, 
Toivn  Superintendent. 


DELAWARE. 

I  am  in  hopes,  from  the  interest  taken  in  our  schools  for  the  last 
six  months,  there  will  be  a  better  report  from  our  township  another 
year.  One  of  the  schools,  that  has  not  been  open  for  about  two 
years,  has  been  open  six  months,  free,  and  one  that  it  was  almost  im- 
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possible  to  get  a  copy  of  the  register  has  been  open  the  last  six 
months  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  thirty-five,  for  that  time; 
free  with  the  exception  of  an  entrance  fee  of  fifty  cents  per  quarter 
for  each  child. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  and  collected  the  present  year  will 
have  to  be  embraced  in  the  next  report,  as  the  collector  has  not  been 
able  to  render  an  account  of  the  amount  collected.  There  are  three 
large  parts  of  districts  in  this  township  with  school  houses  in  other 
townships,  wdiich  of  course  will  always  make  our  report  look  bad  at 
the  best.  I  hope  that  the  interest  manifested  may  continue  and  in¬ 
crease. 

J.  W.  NICHOLSON, 
Town  Superintendent. 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 


BELLEVILLE. 

Our  schools  occupy  nearly  the  same  ground  as  reported  the  past 
year. 

VVe  have  five  districts,  and  in  each  district  a  school  has  been  main¬ 
tained  during  the  whole  year,  vacations  excepted. 

We  have  had  but  tw’o  or  three  changes  of  teachers. 

Our  schools  seem  to  live  and  prosper  in  the  favor  of  the  people, 
and  are  undoubtedly  proving  a  great  benefit,  particularly  to  many 
who  would  otherwise  have  no  means  to  educate  their  children. 

Some  objections  might  be  made  to  the  working  of  the  system  of 
free  schools,  but  I  am  doubtful  whether  anything  could  be  instituted 
more  beneficial  to  society  at  large. 

All  our  teachers  have  licenses,  and  I  believe  all  are  faithful  and 
punctual  in  their  duties. 

The  several  boards  of  trustees  have  been  attentive  to  the  wants  of 
their  schools,  and  'we  believe  we  may  report  the  schools  in  Belleville 
tnwnship  to  be  in  a  healthy,  growing  state. 

SAMUEL  L.  WARD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


BLOOMFIELD. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  township  of  Bloomfield  respectfully 
reports  to  the  State  Superintendent,  that  the  schools  in  its  five  dis¬ 
tricts  have  been  in  session  as  usual  an  average  of  llj  months. 
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District  No.  1,  or  Central  Union,  lias  raised  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  ($750)  for  improvements  during  the  past  year.  It  has 
made  an  addition  to  its  building  of  two  recitation  rooms  and  a  hall, 
for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  primary  department,  which  was 
greatly  needed  and  which  greatly,  facilitates  the  improvement  of  the 
scholars.  The  trustees  of  this  district  deserve  great  credit  for  their 
unremitting  zeal  and  untiring  efforts  to  promote  the  best  interests  of 
the  school. 

District  No.  2  (Mont  Clair),  like  No.  1,  is  a  public  school,  and,  as 
reported  last  year,  has  erected  a  very  fine  brick  edifice  for  its  accom¬ 
modation.  It  has  raised,  during  the  past  year,  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000)  for  school  pui’poses.  They  have  made  an  addition  of  two  to 
their  corps  of  teachers,  and  contemplate  further  improvements  during 
the  coming  year. 

District  No.  3,  (\Yashington,)  still  labors  under  great  disadvantages 
for  want  of  a  good  building  in  a  suitable  location.  As  it  is  compara¬ 
tively  a  small  district  and  possessed  of  limited  means,  it  is  difficult  to 
properly  compensate  their  at  present,  excellent  teacher,  or  present 
motives  for  the  improvement  of  the  pupils.  Were  they  connected 
with  some  public  school,  or  had  a  better  location,  it  would  greatly 
facilitate  the  cause  of  education  in  this  district. 

District  No.  4,  (Stone  House  Plains,)  has  made  great  advances  in 
improvement  within  a  few  years.  They  have  a  fine  brick  edifice  in 
an  excellent  locality,  and  possess  every  facility  for  making  their  school 
one  of  the  first  order.  It  is  a  large  district  in  a  rich  region  of 
country,  and  by  a  little  public  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  community  the 
cause  of  education  might  be  made  greatly  to  flourish.  They  have 
employed  during  the  past  season  a  young  lady  of  experience,  who  has 
been  very  successful  in  advancing  the  scholars,  most  of  whom  have 
been  small. 

District  No.  5,  (Speertown),  during  the  past  year  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  name  of  Mount  Hebron.  This  district  deserves 
great  credit  for  the  impulse  given  to  the  cause  of  education.  Though 
in  a  retired  location  and  not  possessed  of  great  means,  it  has  raised 
for  educational  purposes  during  the  past  year  two  hundred  dollars, 
placed  a  bell  upon  their  school-house,  and  procured  a  set  of  outline 
maps,  at  a  cost  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  dollars,  secured  the  services 
of  an  experienced  and  able  teacher;  and  at  present,  their  prospects 
for  the  next  year  are  still  more  flattering,  than  the  year  that  is  past. 
A  few  improvements  about  their  school  grounds  would  render  the 
location  far  more  inviting  than  it  has  ever  been. 

With  the  advice  and  mutual  consent  and  co-operation  of  the  trus¬ 
tees  and  teachers  of  several  schools,  we  have  introduced  a  feature  new 
to  us,  but  we  hope  not  to  other  townships,  viz. :  A  quarterly  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  schools  in  the  studies  which  they  have  pursued  during 
that  period.  To  these  examinations,  we  invite  not  only  the  parents 
and  trustees  of  each  school,  but  all  the  teachers  in  the  township,  male 
and  female ;  also  teachers  of  select  schools  and  clergymen,  that  they 
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may  witness  the  proficiency  of  the  scholars.  This  system  has  just  been 
initiated,  and  as  far  as  carried  out,  operates  admirably.  It  guides 
and  encourages  teachers  in  the  performance  of  their  duties ;  stirs 
them  to  activity  in  their  work  ;  shows  parents  what  we  are  doing  for 
their  children ;  and  inspires  confidence  and  emulation  on  the  part  of 
the  pupils. 

The  first  effort  of  the  kind,  was  made  in  the  Central  LTnion  district, 
at  which  all  the  teachers  in  the  township,  male  and  female,  were 
present.  It  was  decidedly  a  success,  and  has  been  followed  up  in  the 
other  schools  with  flattering  promise,  and  we  hope  to  make  the  plan 
general  and  permanent.  We  recommend  the  trial  of  the  system  in 
other  townships,  where  it  has  not  been  adopted  as  one  which  promises 
good. 

E.  SEYMOUR, 
Town  Superintendent. 


CALDWELL. 

This  township  has  increased  the  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax 
for  public  schools  during  the  present  year.  Our  schools  are  gener¬ 
ally  prosperous.  The  districts  are  united  in  carrying  forward  the 
interests  of  education,  and  the  cause  is  generally  on  the  advance. 

Herewith  I  transmit  our  annual  report. 

MATTHIAS  S.  CANFIELD, 

Town  Superintendent. 


CLINTON. 

In  transmitting  you  my  annual  report,  I  have  nothing  to  add  in 
regard  to  the  condition  of  our  schools  difl:erent  from  what  my  last 
year’s  report  contains,  and  what  you  have  already  received  in  the 
series  of  questions  put  forth  by  you  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
educational  interests  of  our  state.  We  have  had  several  changes  of 
teachers  in  the  township  during  the  past  year,  which  in  most  in¬ 
stances  have  been  for  the  better.  Allow  me,  before  closing  this,  my 
fourth  annual  report,  to  express  my  gratification  and  appreciation  in 
regard  to  the  very  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  you  have 
conducted  and  discharged  the  affairs  pertaining  to  your  position  as 
State  Superintendent  of  the  schools  of  New  Jersey.  1  think  I 
express  the  feelings  of  all  those  who  are  deeply  interested  in  the 
cause  of  education  throughout  our  state,  when  I  speak  of  the  perse¬ 
vering  efforts  and  suggestions  put  forth  by  you  for  the  advancement 
of  the  cause,  and  to  make  our  state  one  of  the  shining  stars  in  the 
brilliant  galaxy  engaged  in  the  cause  of  education. 

D.  S.  SMITH, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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EAST  ORANGE. 

In  making  to  you  my  first  report  for  the  new  townsliip  of  East 
Oi  aiige,  1  have  nothing  of  special  interest  to  note  in  reference  to  the 
public  scfiools.  The  Legislature,  in  creating  the  township,  at  its  last 
session,  divided  it  into  three  districts,  viz.  :  the  Ashland,  Eastern  and 
Eranklitj,  and  fixed  their  limits,  thus  incorporating  them.  In  the 
Ashland  and  Eastern  districts  the  schools  have  been  in  operation  the 
whole  yi^ar,  and  have  been  entirely  free.  In  the  Franklin  district 
tliere  has  been  school  only  six  months,  with  a  small  charge  for 
tuition.  The  school  in  the  Ashland  district  is  worthy  of  cornmenda- 
tion,  being  well  supplied  with  books  by  the  trustees,  and  the  teachers 
are  competent  and  faithful.  The  house  is  in  good  order,  well  adapted 
in  its  ari-angement  to  promote  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of  the 
school,  and  the  other  districts  would  do  well  to  make  it  a  model  on  a 
scale  adapted  to  their  wants.  In  the  Eastern  district  the  teacher  is 
not  wanting  in  faithfulness  and  ability,  but  there  is  too  much  labor 
for  one  lennile  teacher,  particularly  in  a  room  too  small  and  not  well 
seated,  d'he  building  is  not  owned  by  the  trustees,  and  I  would 
recommend  that  the  inhabitants  should  get  possession  of  it  and  put  it 
in  corrrplete  order,  adapting  it  to  the  wants  of  the  school,  or  erect  a 
new  building.  The  school  should  be  graded,  well  supplied  with 
uniforin  hooks,  and  more  teachers  employed.  To  bring  about  this 
result,  the  subject  of  education  must  have  a  larger  place  in  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  the  importance  of  having  schools  of  a  higher  order 
more  deefily  felt.  In  the  Franklin  district,  the  school  was  closed 
about  the  time  I  was  elected  superintendent,  and  therefore  I  know 
little  of  its  condition.  I  think,  however,  there  must  be  a  great  want 
of  interest  on  the  subject  of  education,  or,  in  a  district  so  large  and 
represented  by  so  much  wealth,  the  school  would  not  be  closed  for  so 
lai  ge  a  portion  of  the  year. 

SAMUEL  C.  JONES, 

Town  SuperintendenL 


LIVINGSTON. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration,  the  accompany¬ 
ing  statistical  report,  together  with  a  few  remarks  in  connection  with 
school  matters  in  this  township. 

Of  the  five  buildings  used  for  school  purposes  in  the  township  of 
Livirjgston,  one  is  new',  having  been  built  but  a  few  years,  another  is 
in  excellent  condition,  another  moderately  so,  and  the  remaining  two 
are  rather  dilapidated.  They  are  all  probably  quite  sufficiently  com- 
modius  to  meet  the  present  wants  of  the  districts  in  which  they  are 
situated,  three  of  them  perhaps  needing  some  repair,  for  which  pur¬ 
pose  I  am  sorry  to  say  no  money  has  been  appropriated  this  year. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  all  the  schools  in  this  township  are 
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not  entirely as  many  children  are,  probably  on  this  account,  pre¬ 
vented  fro!n  attending  them,  and  thus  deprived  of  that  all  important 
blessing,  an  education^  simply  because  their  parents  may  be  unable  or 
unwilling  to  contribute  the  amount  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  appropriation,  to  sustain  the  schools.  This  insufficiency  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  schools,  of  the  appropriations  voted  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  township  at  their  annual  town  meeting,  argues  a  want  of 
interest,  in  the  cause  of  education,  unaccountable  when  we  con.‘<ider  its 
vast  and  growing  importance,  and  which  is  still  further  shown  by  the 
infrequency  of  their  visits  to  the  schools.  Besides  if  they  evinced  a 
moderate  .show  of  interest  by  calling  to  inspect  and  examine  for  them¬ 
selves,  into  the  condition  of  affairs,  the  efficiency  of  the  teacher’s 
method  of  instruction  and  discipline,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  pi  f.*g!  ess 
made  by  the  children,  it  would  impart  ne^v  zeal  to  them,  stir  them  to 
ne\v  and  more  vigorous  exertions,  and  inspire  them  with  a  praibC- 
worthy  »lesire  to  gain  distinction  and  commendation. 

A  common  cause  of  complaint  exists  among  teachers  in  the  country 
of  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  systems  of  books  used,  and  I  regret 
to  say  that  this  evil  exists  to  some  extent  in  this  township,  an  evil 
which,  however,  is  quite  susceptible  of  correction.  An  uniform  sys¬ 
tem  of  text  books  could  easily  be  adopted  throughout  the  township,  the 
teachersbe  directed  to  use  these  and  these  only,  and  parents  requested 
to  provide  their  children  with  such  books.  Many  people  suppO'e  that 
certain  kinds  of  books  are  good  enough,  they  themselves  were  taught 
from  them,  and  that  their  children  can  learn  from  such  books  eipially 
well  ;  admit  that  this  is  true,  that  they  are  quite  as  good,  perhaps  better 
than  those  used  in  the  schools,  but  the  parent  should  understand  what 
unnecessary  toil  and  trouble  is  caused  to  the  teacher  by  such  a  diver¬ 
sity  of  books. 

From  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  progress  made  this  year 
has  been  about  equal  to  that  of  preceding  years,  that  is,  it  has  not 
been  extraordinarily  rapid,  but  such  as  we  usually  expect  in  disti'ict 
schools.  The  teachers  all  seem  to  be  sufficiently  well  qualified  for 
their  positions,  and  in  their  modes  of  instruction  and  discipline.  1  m;iy 
safely  say,  strive  to  their  utmost  to  do  their  pupils  justice,  and  as  far 
as  they  are  able,  to  give  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

GEORGE  H.  STRATTON, 

Town  Superinttiident. 


MILLBURX. 

In  making  this  my  second  report  to  you,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to 
state  that,  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  since  my  last  report 
in  the  schools  in  this  township.  All  the  schools,  I  believe,  have  been 
better  disciplined,  and  better  taught  than  they  were  last  year. 

I  have  examined  the  schools  carefully, — and  have  not  hesitated 
plainly  to  point  out  wherein  I  thought  improvement  might  be  made  in 
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teaching,  or  in  government.  I  have  endeavored  to  assist  the  teachers 
in  preserving  strict  order ;  and  on  every  visit,  I  have  addressed  the 
children,  and  have  spoken  very  plainly  of  any  lack  of  discipline,  or 
correctness,  or  thoroughness,  in  their  recitations,  or  want  of  improve¬ 
ment  in  their  studies.  W.  COLVIN  BROWN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


NEWARK. 

The  statistics  furnished  in  answer  to  your  series  of  questions  will 
give  a  clearer  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  this 
city  than  can  be  expressed  in  words,  in  the  little  space  I  might  be 
expected  to  occupy  in  your  annual  report. 

The  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen 
years  is  considerably  greater  than  was  shown  by  the  census  of  the 
year  preceding,  while  the  attendance  at  school  has  been  about  the 
same.  The  per  centage  of  attendance  has  been  greater  this  year 
than  in  any  previous  year.  Teachers,  pupils  and  parents  have 
worked  together  very  harmoniously,  and  consequently,  good  progress 
in  discipline  and  study  has  been  made.  I  have  not  known  a  year  in 
which  so  little  dissatisfaction  with  teachers  has  been  manifested  on 
the  part  of  those  who  patronize  the  schools. 

Our  teachers  are  constantly  improving  in  the  science  and  art  of 
teaching.  About  nine-tenths  may  be  ranked  among  the  first  class  of 
instructors.  There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  disposition  to  employ 
female  teachers  in  all  subordinate  positions,  and  in  those  schools  where 
it  has  been  tried  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

In  view  of  the  inflated  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  the  board 
increased  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  varying  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  The  largest  increase  is  on  the  primary  school  teachers. 
Ail  communities  would  do  well  to  look  at  the  matter  of  salary  of  the 
primary  school  teacher.  We  need,  and  we  expect  to  have  the  very 
best  material  for  this  position.  In  addition  to  the  talent  we  must 
have  the  peculiar  tact,  and  should  have  the  mature  judgment.  Our 
board  of  education  are  looking  at  this  department  in  a  proper  light. 
We  have  not  carried  the  system  of  object  teaching  to  that  extent 
which  is  to  be  desired,  though  feeling  the  way  along  slowly. 

Our  school  houses  have  been  very  much  improved  during  the  year, 
and  one  new  primary  school  house  erected,  which  will  accommodate 
three  or  four  hundred  children.  In  most  of  the  wards  of  the  city 
ample  room  is  furnished  for  all  who  desire  to  attend  school.  It  is 
gratifying  to  state  that  the  Common  Council  granted  liberal  appro¬ 
priations  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  schools  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion  I  may  say  that  the  cause  of  education  has  made  good 
progress  the  last  year,  and  is  more  firmly  established  in  the  affections 
of  the  people  year  by  year. 

GEO.  B.  SEARS, 

City  Superintendent, 
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ORAXGE. 

Along  with  this  you  will  receive  my  annual  report  of  the  condition 
of  schools  in  our  township  for  the  current  year. 

In  addition  to  the  ans^vers  returned  to  your  printed  questions,  I  am 
happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  there  has  been  a  inai-ked  and  encouraging 
improvement  in  some  of  our  schools  during  the  year  that  is  drawing 
to  a  close.  This  improvement  is  due  in  a  good  degree  we  think,  to 
the  efficiency  of  some  new  teachers  whose  services  have  been  secured 
within  the  year,  and  whose  method  of  teaching,  as  w^ell  as  their  success 
in  maintaining  order  and  discipline  in  the  schools  has  been  highly  sat¬ 
isfactory.  And  it  may  be  w'orth  mentioning  in  this  connection,  that 
three  of  these  teachers  w'ere  educated  in  the  State  Normal  School  of 
Connecticut,  and  their  eminent  success  in  teaching  is  the  best  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  real  value  of  such  institutions. 

I  cannot  say  that  there  has  been  much  increase  of  interest  during 
the  year  among  the  inhabitants  of  our  towm  generally  on  the  subject 
of  common  school  education.  Its  importance  seems  not  to  be  duly 
appreciated  by  one  in  twenty  of  our  adult  population.  Until  the 
people  of  our  town  come  to  look  upon  popular  education  as  one  of  the 
great  and  precious  interests  to  be  diligently  looked  after  and  liberally 
provided  for — if,  indeed,  it  be  not  paramount  to  all  other  interests — 
we  cannot  expect  to  make  our  public  schools  what  they  ought  to  be, 
for  people  will  carefully  wnitcli  over  and  liberally  provide  for  only 
such  things  as  they  consider  of  paramount  importance.  And  to  know 
in  wdiat  esteem  free  schools  are  still  held  by  the  mass  of  our  citizens 
one  needs  only  to  glance  at  our  public  school  buildings.  These  are 
miserable  enough.  The  principal  building,  instead  of  being,  as  it 
should,  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  the  towm,  is  really  a  disgrace  to 
it,  and  is  so  regarded,  I  believe,  by  all  who  appreciate  the  importance 
of  good  public  schools.  It  is  old,  rickety,  unsightly,  ill  arranged, 
uncomfortable,  badly  situated  and  altogether  unfit  for  school  purposes. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  people  here  will 
be  so  heartily  ashamed  of  their  present  forlorn  and  shabby-looking 
school  houses  that  they  will  generously  step  forward  and  tax  them¬ 
selves  a  sufficient  sum  to  replace  them  with  others  that  shall  be  an 
honor  to  the  place  and  a  blessing  to  future  generations.  It  is  a 
shame  that  this  beautiful  town  of  Orange,  with  all  its  Avealth,  culture, 
refinement  and  outward  thrift  should  be  unable  to  point  the  stranger 
to  a  single  commodious  or  decent  school  house  wdthin  its  entire  limits. 
The  fact  is  one  which  betrays  a  lamentable  disregard  of  one  of  the 
first  duties  and  most  important  interests  of  the  towm. 

A  prevailing  evil  in  our  schools,  and  one  wffiich  even  our  best 
teachers  find  it  impossible  to  overcome,  is  irregularity  in  attendance. 
Many  of  the  children  are  absent  half  the  time,  and  some  more  than 
half,  often,  too,  on  the  most  frivolous  excuse.  It  is  found  to  be  of 
little  use  to  report  their  absences  to  their  parents,  for  the  latter  being 
generally  persons  of  little  education  themselves,  seem  unable  to  appre- 
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ciate  the  importance  of  it  to  their  children,  therefore  they  cannot  bo 
induced  to  co-operate  earnestly  with  the  teachers  in  securing  regular 
attendance,  and  neither  the  school  nor  the  town  authorities  have  the 
power  to  enforce  attendance ;  and  where  the  attendance  is  very 
irregular  it  is  impossible  for  any  school  to  flourish.  It  is  discour¬ 
aging  alike  to  scholars  and  teachers.  The  absence  of  half  the  pupils 
in  a  class  for  two  days  in  a  week  is  a  serious  impediment  to  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  whole  class,  while  it  adds  very  considerably  to  the  labor 
of  the  teacher.  With  us,  this  evil  is  so  prevalent  and  inveterate  that 
we  feel  greatly  the  need  of  some  statutory  provision  to  enable  us  to 
overcome  it.  We  need  a  class  of  officials  such  as  they  have  in  some 
of  our  eastern  cities,  known  as  “truant  officers,”  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  arrest  and  take  to  school  every  truant  found  in  the  street  during 
school  hours.  And  we  need  also  a  reform  school  somewhere  in  our 
neighborhood,  and  laws  to  enable  the  town  authorities  to  take  from 
the  control  of  their  parents  or  guardians  and  send  to  this  school  all 
such  children  as  are  permitted  to  grow  up  in  ignorance,  idleness  and 
consequent  vice.  The  safety  and  highest  welfare  of  the  state  as  well 
as  of  the  children  clearly  demands  this,  for  the  theory  of  our  gov¬ 
ernment  pre-supposes  intelligence  in  those  who  are  called  upon  to 
exercise  the  elective  franchise ;  and  this  again  pre-supposes  or  neces¬ 
sitates  popular  education.  Under  our  form  of  government  the  only 
security  is  in  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people.  Take  away 
these  and  you  deprive  the  state  itself  of  its  only  solid  and  enduring 
foundation ;  you  rob  the  government  of  that  which  alone  can  render 
it  stable  and  secure.  Is  it  not  a  duty,  then,  which  the  state  owes  to 
itself — a  duty  which  its  own  safety  and  permanence  demand — to  see 
that  every  child  within  its  jurisdiction  is  educated?  And  where  this 
duty  is  disregarded  and  neglected  by  the  parent  or  guardian,  and  the 
child  left  to  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  vice,  why  should  not  the  state 
assume  the  control  of  such  child  and  provide  for  its  education? 

I  sincerely  hope  you  will  take  an  early  opportunity  to  press  this 
subject  upon  the  attention  of  our  State  Legislature.  Without  some 
such  statutory  provision  as  I  have  here  suggested  I  see  not  how  it  is 
possible  to  prevent  a  large  number  of  children  in  various  parts  of  our 
state  from  growing  up  in  ignorance  and  vice,  and  a  still  larger  num¬ 
ber  from  losing  many  of  the  advantages  of  our  free  schools,  which 
with  it  they  might  enjoy.  The  bare  knowledge  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  law  would  make  the  class  of  parents  whom  I  have  in  view 
much  more  careful  to  see  that  their  children  were  always  in  school 
when  not  necessarily  detained  at  home. 

B.  F.  BARRETT, 

Toion  Sxi'perintendent 


SOUTH  ORANGE. 


In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  herewith  submit  this 
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my  first  annual  report.  Having  acted  in  the  capacity  of  Superinten¬ 
dent  only  since  April  last,  I  am  unable  to  inform  you  as  to  the  relative 
condition  of  our  schools,  compared  with  that  of  former  years.  Re¬ 
specting  their  absolute  condition,  I  would  observe  that  it  is  susceptible 
of  much  improvement,  yet  it  is  obvious  that  they  have  made  com¬ 
mendable  progress  during  the  past  year. 

Last  winter,  in  virtue  of  a  Legislative  enactment,  the  greater  por¬ 
tion  of  Jefferson  district  was  set  off  from  Milburn  township  and  an¬ 
nexed  to  South  Orange;  hence,  this  township  now  comprises  three 
districts  and  three  parts  of  districts. 

Two  of  our  school-houses  are  well  adapted  in  every  respect  to  sub¬ 
serve  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  constructed  ;  the  others,  three 
in  rnr.nber,  are  comfortable  but  not  so  commodious,  well  ventilated, 
and  attractive,  either  in  external  or  internal  appearance,  as  is  desir¬ 
able. 

The  schools  are  not  so  well  provided  as  they  should  be,  with  appara¬ 
tus  and  other  fixtures  which  are  indispensable  to  well  instructed 
schools.  They  are,  however,  amply  supplied  with  black-boards. 

Our  teachers  have  well  performed  the  duties  devolving  upon  them. 
They  are  each  entitled  to  that  high  meed  of  praise,  “  Well  done  thou 
good  and  faithful  servant.”  That  greater  results  might  have  been 
accomplished,  there  is  no  doubt;  but  the  failure  to  attain  them  is  at¬ 
tributable  chiefly  to  the  withholding  of  that  cordial  parental  co-opera¬ 
tion,  without  which  no  teacher  can  reach  the  acme  of  success. 

Tile  teachers  complain,  and  justly  too,  of  irregularity  of  attendance. 
Too  m  my  parents  ignore  the  fact  that  it  is  a  great  impediment  to  the 
progress  of  a  school.  It  not  only  retards  the  progress  of  those  who 
are  themselves  irregular,  but  it  is  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
whole  school,  and  even  compromits  the  reputation  of  the  teacher. 

Three  of  our  schools  are  entirely  free.  The  other  two  are  sus- 
•  tained  partially  by  a  special  assessment  upon  their  patrons.  In  order 
that  all  the  public  schools  throughout  the  State  may  become  entirely 
free,  and  be  supplied  with  well  qualified  teachers,  would  it  not  be  well 
for  the  State  to  impose  a  school  poll  tax  upon  every  voter  in  the  State ^ 
in  addition  to  the  tax  already  permitted  to  be  raised  ? 

I  would  recommend  an  annual  appropriation  by  the  State,  for  the 
establishment  of  a  circulating  school  library  in  every  school  district. 
This  would  enable  each  school  district  in  a  few  years  to  accumulate 
a  valuable  library,  and  would  thereby  promote  the  educational  in¬ 
terests  of  the  rising  and  succeeding  generations  to  an  incalculable 
extent. 

Those  interests  would  be  promoted  likewise,  by  establishing  a  free 
high  school  in  each  township.  Here  the  advanced  pupils  of  the 
several  district  schools  in  the  respective  townships  could  be  afforded 
advantages,  which  cannot  be  obtained  in  the  district  schools ;  and,  as 
their  promotion  from  tbe  district,  to  the  township  school  would  de¬ 
pend  upon  their  proficiency,  there  would  be  a  powerful  incentive  for 
theih  to  qualify  themselves  for  admission  to  the  high  schools,  and  as 
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R  consequence,  a  larger  and  more  regular  attendance  at  the  public 
pchools  would  be  secured,  dormant  aspirations  would  be  aroused,  latent 
energies  developed,  and  superior  excellence  achieved. 

May  the  time  soon  come,  when  every  child  in  our  State  shall  have 
ample  opportunities  to  acquire  a  good  (education. 

ANDREW  J.  VAN  NESS, 

Town  Superintmdent, 


WEST  OEANGE. 

This  being  a  new  township,  some  delay  was  unavoidably  experienced 
in  organizing  the  districts,  and  getting  the  schools  into  operation, 
which  will  account  for  the  short  time  school  has  been  open  in  at  least 
one  of  the  districts.  They  are  all  now,  however,  in  the  charge  of 
competent  and  faithful  teachers,  and  lam  happy  to  say  that  both 
teachers  and  trustees  have  shown  a  commendable  zeal  in  the  discharge 
cf  their  duties,  and  I  think  I  may  say  that  there  is  an  increasing  in¬ 
terest  felt  on  the  part  of  the  public  generally  in  the  subject  of  public 
ftchools.  Except  in  one  district  no  charge  has  been  made  for  tuition, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  in  future  they  may  all  be  entirely  free. 

The  amount  raised  by  taxation,  three  dollars  for  each  child,  is 
twelve  hundred  and  thirty  dollars.  Whole  amount  raised  and  appro¬ 
priated  for  school  purposes,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars, 
and  twenty- eight  cents. 

The  whole  number  who  have  attended  school  at  all  during  the  year, 
is  one  hundred  and  forty.  The  whole  number  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  four  hundred  and  ten,  but  of  these 
a  large  number  attend  private  schools  in  the  vicinity. 

EDWARD  WILLIAMS, 

Town  Superintendent, 


GLOUCESTER  COUNTY. 

GLAYTON. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  series  No.  2  as  furnished,  giving  the  desired 
information  as  near  true  as  I  am  able  to  give  it.  It  varies  some 
from  the  report  furnished  last  year,  as  to  the  number  of  children  at¬ 
tending  school ;  we  are  trying  to  get  every  one  to  send  their  children 
fto  school  as  much  as  they  possibly  can.  The  school  in  District  No. 
1,  Glassboro’,  is  doing  well.  The  male  teacher  is  a  man  entirely  de¬ 
voted  to  his  calling,  and  gives  satisfaction.  District  No.  2  has  had 
their  school  open  the  last  year  longer  than  usual.  But  they  are  not 
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as  careful  in  selecting  their  teachers  as  they  ought  to  he,  and  I  have 
advised  the  trustees  to  be  more  particular  in  this  respect  hereafter. 
In  this  District,  a  move  is  being  made  to  form  a  new  District.  The 
territory  is  large  and  there  is  reasons  for  a  division.  District  No.  3 
is  increasing  very  fast  in  her  number  of  children,  and  we  have  in  pros¬ 
pect  a  law  giving  us  the  power  to  raise  money  by  taxation  to  build  a 
large  and  commodious  school  house,  one  that  will  be  a  standing  and 
lasting  benefit  to  us  in  this,  Fislerville  District  No.  3.  No  4  is  a 
part  of  the  township  bordering  on  four  others,  and  is  small,  they  have 
about  two  quarters  in  the  year.  No.  5  make  it  a  rule  to  have  their 
school  open  in  the  summer  one  term,  and  open  in  the  wu'nter  about 
one  hundred  days.  Thus,  I  have  briefly  reported  the  condition  of  the 
Districts  in  the  township.  We  all,  as  a  people,  are  very  careless 
about  our  attention  and  regard  to  the  education  of  our  children,  we 
foro^et  too  much  and  ^oo  often  that  it  is  education  that  elevates  a  com- 
munity,  a  State,  a  nation,  and  leave  our  teachers  without  that  aid  in 
the  way  of  visiting  and  frequenting  our  schools,  that  wm  ought  to  give. 
In  conclusion,  I  Imve  to  say  that  owing  to  the  pressing  demands  on 
my  time,  I  feel,  if  f^r  no  other  reasons,  (which  there  is,)  this  wdll  be 
my  last  report  as  a  town  superintendent  for  some  time. 

J.  D.  IIOGATE, 
To'wn  Superintendent. 

DEPTFORD. 

Believing  the  object  of  this  report  is  not  merely  to  give  the  state 
of  the  pubhc  schools,  but  if  possible  the  real  state  of  education,  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  we  have  three  parts  of  districts  in  this 
township  numbering  one  hundred  and  twenty  seven  children.  Two 
organized  schools  reporting  one  hundred  and  twenty  one  children, 
other  schools  at  which  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  children  receive 
their  education,  also  a  school  for  colored  children  taught  by  a  colored 
teacher,  (this  school  receives  its  proportion  of  public  money.)  From 
wFich  it  appeal's  that  over  four  hundred  children,  which  is  more  than 
one-third  of  the  w  hole,  receive  their  education  at  other  than  our  public 
schools.  The  attendance  at  these  schools  is  not  taken  into  the  tabu¬ 
lar  statement  respecting  the  number  wFo  have  attended  school,  this 
will  account  for  the  small  number  of  seven  hundred  and  seventeen 
attending  school  out  of  one  thousand  twm  hundred  and  six.  Com¬ 
paring  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  at  this  time  with  what  they 
were  when  I  w^as  first  connected  with  them  as  town  superintendent 
thirteen  years  ago,  there  is  but  little  evidence  of  improvement,  and 
there  is  not  much  to  be  expected  until  the  people  manifest  more  in¬ 
terest  in  public  schools  by  attending  the  annual  meetings  for  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  trustees;  and  trustees  and  parents  visit  the  scliools,  showing 
to  both  teachers  and  scholars  that  they  are  not  forgotten  ;  holding 
the  teachers  to  a  strict  accountability  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
important  duties  of  their  station ;  impressing  on  the  minds  of  the 
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cliildrcn  tlic  importance  of  education  by  the  lively  interest  they  take 
in  the  school.  When  parents  thus  come  to  look  to  the  condition  of 
our  public  schools,  then  we  may  reasonably  expect  they  w'ill  rise  to 
their  true  standard.  In  answer  to  the  question  are  any  school  houses 
needed  in  the  towmship?  it  may  be  remarked  that  in  conM  (|ueiice  of 
the  passage  of  a  law  by  our  last  legislature  entitled,  “An  Act  to  in¬ 
corporate  Deptford  School  Society  School  District  iNo.  7,  comprising 
the  town  of  Woodbury  and  vicinity,  it  has  been  deprived  ot  the  use  of 
the  lower  room  of  the  old  brick  school  house  known  as  '  Deptford  Free 
School.’”  In  the  year  177*3,  a  number  of  men  formed  an  association 
and  established  this  school,  declaring  “the  principal  point  in  view 
was  the  puhlic  good^'"  this  was  the  main  general  school  for  the  whole 
neighborhood,  up  to  the  passage  of  the  present  school  law  in  1851, 
requiring  ^he  public  schools  to  be/rcfj.  At  that  time  acting  as  town 
superintendent  of  Deptford  township,  I  convinced  the  men  who  had 
the  control  of  this  property,  that  the  true  way  of  carrying  out  the 
intentions  of  the  founders  of  this  association,  w^as  to  allow  School 
District  No.  7,  to  have  the  use  of  the  lower  room  for  a  I’ram  school. 
And  the  district  has  used  it  for  a  free  school  until  the  past  summer. 
Four  of  the  men  who  controlled  this  property  in  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-one,  have  died  leaving  but  seven  members  who  in  the  spring  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,  passed  a  resolution  to  apply  to  the 
legislature  for  powmr  to  give  the  property  to  School  District  No.  7, 
for  the  use  of  tlie  free  school  ;  yet  the  legislature  passed  this  sectarian 
•law  making  all  the  members  of  the  association  responsible  for  it, 
although  four  of  us  used  great  exertions  to  have  the  la  w  so  amended 
that  the  free  school  would  still  be  allowed  to  have  the  use  of  tlie 
lovrer  room,  there  being  ample  accommodation  for  both  schools.  Fail¬ 
ing  in  this  tve  asked  the  legislatuie  to  strike  our  names  from  the  pre¬ 
amble  of  this  law,  not  wishing  to  be  recorded  on  the  statute  book  as 
saying  that  wdiich  we  did  not  believe.  By  the  passage  of  this  law, 
I  believe  this  ti-ust  has  been  verted  from  its  legitimate  object, 
School  District  No.  7  has  been  (hqirived  of  a  school  room,  arul  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  necessity  of  becoming  incorporated  and  heavily  taxed  to 
build  a  school  house  when  there  are  already  eight  school  rooms  in  the 
district,  amply  sufficient  to  accommodate  all  the  children  in  the  district. 

The  public  money  has  been  used  as  follows: 

Paid  to  trustees  of  organized  schools. 

Paid  to  teachers  of  free  schools. 

Paid  to  teachers  of  schools  not  free, 

Paid  to  teachers  of  schools  not  under  the  control 
of  district  trustees. 

Paid  to  teachers  of  colored  school, 

Paid  for  I'uel,  repairs,  &c.. 


§245  97 
G39  75 
1,208  39 


300  00 
134  20 
130  49 


§2,058  80 

B.  J.  LORD, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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GREENWICH. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  in  Greenwich  township  is  very  much 
the  same  as  that  reported  last  year.  The  school  house  belonging  to 
Friends  has  been  very  much  improved  by  the  addition  of  a  large 
class  room,  erected  entirely  by  private  contribution.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion  they  afford  a  noble  example  to  all  the  other  districts  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  Whilst  they  allow  nothing  to  interfere  with  the  school  fund 
all  the  others  encroach  upon  it,  for  fuel  and  every  general  want. 
This  1  consider  wrong,  and  it  should  be  corrected  by  the  inhabitants 
of  each  <listrict.  Improvements  and  repairs  of  minor  importance 
have  been  made  in  and  about  other  school  houses  of  the  township. 

The  schools  are  all  supplied  with  good  teachers,  all  having  licenses. 
The  schools  have  all  been  open  the  entire  year,  allowance  being  made 
for  vacations.  On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  laborers,  or ‘some  other 
cause,  the  schools  in  some  instances  have  not  been  as  well  attended  as 
they  should  have  been  during  the  last  year.  The  amount  of  funds 
raised  for  schooling  purposes  for  this  year  is  $1,176  41,  derived  from 
the  following  sources  ; 

State  appropriation,  $252  62 

Int.  surplus  revenue,  123  79 

Raised  by  tax,  800  00 

$1,176  41 

■which  will  be  apportioned  equally  among  the  691  children  of  the 
several  districts  of  the  township. 

For  the  benefit  of  my  successor  I  will  call  your  attention  again  to 
the  subject  of  public  registers,  to  be  kept  in  all  the  schools.  Every 
township  superintendent  should  sound  it  in  your  ears  till  you  could 
neither  hear  nor  think  of  anything  else. 

JOS.  C.  WEATIIERBY, 

Tow71  Super  int  mdent. 


MANTUA. 


There  has  been  no  decided  change  in  the  schools  of  this  towmship 
since  the  report  of  my  predecessor.  The  fact  that  I  have  held  the 
office  of'  superintendent  of  this  township  only  from  March  last  renders 
it  difficult  fur  me  to  comply  strictly  with  every  item  specified  in  your 
circular.  In  the  absence  of  facts,  owing  to  the  teachers  not  keeping 
a  proper  register,  I  have  approximated  the  truth  as  nearly  as  possible, 
and  {daced  the  same  under  proper  heads  in  the  table  statistics.  No 
examiners  liave  been  appointed  for  this  county,  consequently  the  duty 
of  examining  teachers  for  this  township  devolved  upon  the  superin¬ 
tendent  Being  intimately  acquainted  wdth  the  schools  in  this  town- 
sliip  I  have  licensed  no  teacher  who  was  not  amply  qualified  to  take 
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charge  of  the  school  applied  for.  Out  of  eight  I  have  examined, 
only  one  was  rejected  on  account  of  incapacity.  The  teachers  are  all 
residents  of  this  state,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  those  for¬ 
merly  from  the  eastern  states.  With  one  exception  they  deserve 
much  praise,  considering  the  many  disadvantages  they  labor  under. 
The  branches  usually  taught  are  spelling,  reading,  writing,  analysis, 
arithmetic,  grammar,  geography,  history,  philosophy  and  botany. 

JOHN  DANIELS, 

Toivn  tSupermtendent, 


WOOLWICU. 

The  schools  in  this  township  are  generally  in  as  prosperous  a  con¬ 
dition  as  at.  any  former  period.  Some  of  them  being  large,  and  the 
pay  system  being  in  use,  we  can  secure  competent  teachers,  and  such 
schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  But  such  is  not  the  case  with  , 
the  smaller  ones.  We  are  obliged  in  such  cases  to  secure  such 
teachers  as  are  satisfied  with  a  small  compensation.  We  very  much 
need  three  new  school  houses  in  the  township,  the  old  ones  being  in  a 
very  dilapidated  condition  ;  but  many  of  our  people  consider  the  war 
to  be  the  one  great  thing  now  to  be  attended  to,  and  when  that  is 
over,  if  ever,  they  will  attend  to  the  school  matters.  Some  say  the 
old  houses  were  good  enough  for  them  when  they  were  boys  (fifty 
years  ago),  and  of  course  are  good  enough  for  boys  now,  which  is  not 
a  very  sound  doctrine,  you  know,  in  these  days.  Many  who  are  large 
tax  payers  have  very  serious  objections  to  the  school  laws,  and  they 
succeed  so  well  in  influencing  the  masses  that  it  is  hard  work  to  ac¬ 
complish  much  in  the  matter  of  building  school  houses.  I  hope  the 
time  will  soon  come  when  we  will  have  our  schools  entirely  free,  in 

#y  ' 

order  that  every  poor  man’s  children  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
obtain  a  good  education.  Several  of  our  teachers  have  attended  the 
teacher’s  institute  the  past  summer,  and  have  a  lively  interest  in  the 
cause  of  education. 

SAMUEL  A.  GROFF, 

Toivn  Superintendent. 


HUDSON  COUNTY. 


BAYONNE. 

Our  schools,  at  the  present  time,  are  in  as  good,  or  better,  condi¬ 
tion  than  they  have  been  at  any  former  period.  The  teachers  are  all 
licensed  as  principals,  and  obtained  license  before  they  commenced 
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teaching.  An  unusual  interest  is  taken  bj  the  trustees  in  the 
schools,  and  their  efforts  seem  to  be  made  in  the  right  direction.  We 
have  had  some  changes  of  teachers  during  the  past  year,  and  as  these 
teachers  who  have  left  did  not  keep  the  records  carefully,  our  statis¬ 
tics  are  not  as  accurate  as  they  otherwise  might  have  been.  It  is  our 
purpose  to  call  the  attention  of  teachers  to  the  importance  of  keeping 
accui’ate  and  reliable  registers  in  their  respective  districts.  It  is 
probable  a  new  district  will  be  set  off  in  our  township  during  the 
ensuing  year.  This  district  will  include  what  is  known  as  Constable’s 
Hook. 

I  have  nothing  special  to  communicate  in  connection  with  our 
statistical  report  this  year.  It  is  our  desire  and  effort  that  our  com¬ 
mon  schools  m:iy  improve  more  and  more  and  answer  more  fully  the 
end  for  which  they  have  been  established  and  fostered  by  our  state. 

AARON  L.  8TILL\VELL, 

To'wn  ISuptrintendent. 


BERGEN. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  state,  the  old  town  of  Bergen 
has  again  been  divided,  an<l  the  part  of  the  town  formerly  embraced 
in  the  limits  of  Washington  school  district.  No.  3,  erected  into  the 
township  of  Greenville,  thus  leaving  in  the  present  town  of  Bergen 
four  school  districts. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  nothing  very  special  has  occurred  in 
our  schools  ;  ^^’eat'chanfres  were  wroucrht  in  them  from  two  to  three 
years  ago,  and  now  they  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  their  way,  happily 
and,  I  believe,  successfully.  Only  two  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  teachers.  The  schools  certainly  are  favored,  on  the  whole,  with 
efficient  instructors,  all  of  whom  are  licensed  by  our  county  board  of 
examiners.  Columbian  district,  No.  1,  Franklin  district.  No.  2,  and 
Communipaw  district.  No.  8,  have  largely  increased  in  the  number  of 
children,  and  the  best  efforts  of  the  teachers  have  been  tasked  to 
fully  discharge  their  duties.  The  trustees  of  these  schools  have  taken 
a  lively  interest  in  them,  and  their  official  business  has  been  v/ell  per¬ 
formed.  But  district  No.  4  (for  colored  children)  has  to  struggle  to 
sustain  itself.  The  trustees  are  persons  of  color,  who  find  it  very 
difficult  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  school.  The  present  teacher, 
a  colored  female,  feels  encouraged  by  the  attendance  of  her  pupils, 
some  of  whom  are  making  fair  progress.  Some  change  will  be 
needed  ere  long  for  the  better  management  of  the  affairs  of  this 
district. 

In  the  month  of  October  last  the  Hudson  County  Teachers’  Insti¬ 
tute  convened  in  this  town.  Rev.  J.  B.  Thompson,  conductor  ;  about 
sixty  teachers  attended.  Continuing,  as  the  exercises  did,  through¬ 
out  the  week,  the  attention  and  interest  of  the  teachers  and  citizens 
never  fiagged.  The  exceedingly  happy  manner  of  the  conductor  will 
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not  soon  Le  forgotten,  T\'liile  the  evening  lectures  were  admirably  sus¬ 
tained  throughout.  The  people  were  gratified  and  felt  amply  repaid 
for  the  liberality  with  which  they  provided  comforts  daily  for  the 
teachers.  This  meeting  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  ;  it  has  proved  a 
happy  instrumentality  for  advancing  the  truest  interests  of  our 
schools. 

BENJAMIN  C.  TAYLOR, 

Town  Superinteyident. 


GREENVILLE. 

« 

We  enclose  the  answers  to  the  second  series  of  questions,  and  ■we 
make  the  following  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  this 
township  : 

This  towmship  was  set  off  from  Bergen  in  April,  1863,  and,  by 
special  enactment,  the  charge  of  the  public  schools  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  board  of  education,  consisting  of  three  trustees  and  two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  school  committee.  The  office  of  superintendent  of  public 
schools  in  and  for  this  township  was  abolished,  and  the  duties  of  that 
office,  except  as  regards  the  receipt  and  disbursement  of  money, 
devolve  on  the  board  of  education.  It  was  made  the  duty  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  tovvnship  to  collect,  receive,  disburse,  and  keep 
accohnts  of  all  moneys  appertaining  to  school  purposes. 

The  appropriation  made  for  school  purposes  at  the  spring  election 
in  1863  was  $850,  but  this  will  not  be  available  until  next  year.  The 
moneys  which  we  have  used  this  year  have  been  mainly  received  from 
the  town  of  Bergen,  being  on  account  of  our  proportion  of  the  tax 
levied  in  1862.  The  commissioners  who  have  charge  of  the  appor¬ 
tionment  of  the  school  tax,  etc.,  have  not  yet  completed  their  labors, 
and  we  therefore  state  only  the  amounts  received  by  our  town 
treasurer  for  school  purposes,  from  all  sources,  from  April  1st  to  this 
time.  The  treasurer  ■will  receive  a  further  amount  from  the  town  of 
Bergen,  but,  for  the  reason  stated  above,  we  are  unable  to  say  how 
much. 

We  have  one  public  school  in  this  towm,  being  the  same  which  ■was 
designated  as  Washington  (district  No.  3)  school;  w^e  have  two 
departments  and  two  teachers.  The  accompanying  report  shows  the 
number  of  children  in  the  town,  and  the  numbers  ■which  attend  the 
school.  The  school  house  is  located  so  as  to  accommodate  the  greater 
part  of  the  population,  but  there  are  several  families  who  reside  at  so 
great  a  distance  as  to  prevent  them  from  sending  their  children  to 
school  in  this  town.  We  cannot,  at  present,  recommend  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  another  school,  but  ■we  feel  the  importance  of  making 
some  decided  improvements  in  our  present  building,  and  we  hope  that 
the  citizens  ■will  be  prepared  to  give  this  highly  important  matter 
their  earnest  consideration  and  their  willing  support. 

The  male  teacher,  who  was  principal  of  the  school  last  year,  still 
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fills  the  same  position  to  our  satisfaction.  The  female  teacher  em¬ 
ployed  last  year  resigned  in  September.  Some  little  time  elapsed 
before  we  were  able  to  fill  the  vacancy :  but  we  now  have  a  teacher 

•y  * 

who  we  believe  to  be  competent,  and  we  trust  that  the  department 
under  her  care  will  steadily  improve. 

Some  improvements  and  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  school  house 
during  the  present  year,  but  the  bills  have  not  yet  been  presented  to 
the  board,  and  as  the  amount  of  money  available  for  these  purposes 
is  still  uncertain,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  bills,  we 
shall  probably  have  to  depend  on  the  liberality  of  our  citizens  to 
make  good  any  deficiencies.  Further  improvements  are  necessary  to 
make  the  school  rooms  attractive  and  pleasant,  and  we  intend  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  people  to  tin's  matter,  and  advise  them  to  vote  an 
amount  sufficient  to  re-furnish  the  rooms,  to  make  repairs  and,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  to  obtain  more  ground  for  the  use  of  the  children. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  government  of  the  schools  in  this  town 
are  different  in  some  respects  from  tliose  which  govern  many  other 
schools  in  tliis  state,  but  we  liave  been  organized  so  short  a  time,  and 
our  means  have  been  so  limited,  that  we  are  unable  as  vet  to  deter- 
mine  whether  any  decided  advantaoje  is  likely  to  be  derived  from  the 
peculiar  mode  of  governing  our  school  matters.  Vv^hat  we  seem  to 
need  most  is  a  fuller  attendance  of  pupils,  and  while  much  depends 
on  the  quality  of  the  accommodations  and  of  the  education  furnished, 
yet  it  is  ecjually  important  that  parents  should  realize  the  value  of 
the  opportunities  afforded,  and  that  they  should  require  of  their 
children  a  faithful.and  constant  attendance  at  the  school. 

M.  D.  M.  YREELAKD, 

President. 

JOHN  xVRMSTRONG, 

Secretary. 


HAllRISOX. 


There  are  two  school  districts  in  this  township,  viz. :  One  with  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  children  enumerated,  which  has  a  comforta¬ 
ble  school-house,  in  which  a  female  teacher  is  employed  throughout 
the  year,  at  a  salary  of  §150. 

One  with  six  hundred  and  twenty-four  children  numerated,  which 
rents  an  upper  room  at  §50  per  annum,  in  which  a  male  teacher,  at 
8100  per  annum,  and  a  female  teacher  at  §250  per  annum,  are  em¬ 
ployed  throughout  the  year.  The  accommodations  are  very  inconve¬ 
nient  and  uncomfortable,  and  a  school-house  is  much  needed.  This 
district  (East  Newark),  is  chiefly  peopled  by  Irish  and  Germans,  and 
there  is  very  little  interest  in  the  matter  of  education  among  them. 

From  April  1st,  1863,  (which  is  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year), 
I  have  received  from  the  State  (in  one  payment,  July  2d),  §161.  The 
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township  scliool  tax  voted  for  this  year  is  $800 ;  only  about  thrce- 
fourths  of  which  are  to  be  relied  upon. 

In  maintaining:  the  above  schools,  I  have  been  obliged  to  make  ad- 
vancos  to  the  teachers  for  the  several  years  of  my  incumbency.  Thus, 
in  the  year  now  current,  against  §161  as  above,  I  have  paid  sundry 
orders  amounting  to  §699,92. 

Tiic  township  school  taxes  (payable  December  20th),  are  not  gen¬ 
erally  received  till  from  January  to  April;  a  large  proportion  of  them 
being  retui-ned  for  execution. 

Consequent  upon  embarking  for  Europe,  I  resign  my  office. 

HENRY  B.  SHERMAN, 

Town  Suferintendent. 


HUDSON  CITY. 

The  scliools  remain  the  same  as  reported  last  year  four  in  number. 
It  has  been  necessary  during  the  past  year  to  enlarge  our  school 
accommodations  considerably,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  our  rapidly 
increasing  population.  It  is  very  gratifying  that  we  can  say  truth¬ 
fully,  our  schools  are  progressing.  As  yet  the  great  pressure  of  cir¬ 
cumstances  on  account  of  the  rebellion  has  not  interfered  in  any  way 
with  the  successful  operations  of  our  schools.  The  people  have  fur¬ 
nished  the  requisite  amount  for  their  support,  with  as  much  cheerful¬ 
ness,  as  in  time  of  peace  and  national  prosperity.  Our  scliools  are 
organized  as  senior,  junior,  and  primary  departments. 

We  employ  experienced  teachers  only,  as  principals  of  the  different 
departments.  The  system  of  instruction,  order,  and  discipline  in  all 
the  departments  and  classes,  merits  the  confidence  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  WILLIAM  H.  DOCKSTADER, 

Toivn  Superintendent. 


NORTH  BERGEN. 

This  is  entirely  a  rural  district  very  near  New  Y"ork  City,  and  as 
you  will  notice  the  great  disproportion  between  the  whole  number  of 
children  and  the  number  attending  school,  you  can  form  an  opinion 
of  the  interest  taken  in  sending  the  children  to  the  schools,  those  that 
are  old  enough  to  work  are  generally  kept  at  home,  and  of  those  that 
are  able,  many  send  to  private  schools,  thus  making  our  schools  small, 
and  those  that  attend  quite  young.  I  regret  this  exceedingly,  but 
you  will  perceive  it  can  only  be  remedied  by  the  parents  thentselves. 
The  schools  are  in  good  condition  with  good  teachers.  The  district 
of  Seacaucus  is  very  backward  in  erectino*  their  school-house,  there 
has  been  no  school  o{)ened  for  a  year,  not  being  able  to  procure  a 
room  for  that  pin  pose. 

Other  information  is  filled  in  the  accompanying  reports. 

11.  F.  PERRY, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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UNIOX. 

The  two  schools  under  uiy  care  are  in  a  prosperous  condition,  for 
the  teachers  are  efficient  and  faithful,  and  the  interest  of  the  public 
in  them  seems  to  be  increasing.  The  number  of  teachers,  however, 
in  district  No.  1  is  hardly  adequate  to  the  number  of  children  attend¬ 
ing  the  school,  especially  as  the  children  in  lYeehawken  town^hip 
continue  coming  to  that  school.  Weehawken  township  pays,  it  is 
true,  $100  for  tuition,  yet  I  think  that  the  number  of  children  be¬ 
longing  to  the  district  is  already  so  large  that  any  addition  from  other 
tow’nships  must  be  considered  detrimental. 

Last  summer  the  inhabitants  of  West  Ngav  York  and  Weehawken 
Ferry,  being  intermediate  between  district  No.  1,  (formerly  No.  6.) 
and  district  No.  8,  (Guttenberg,)  presented  a  petition  to  me  signed 
by  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  township 
of  L^nion,  in  order  to  obtain  a  school  of  their  own,  setting  forth  that 
their  children  "were  prevented  from  going  to  school  in  the  winter  on 
account  of  the  great  distance  and  the  condition  of  the  roads.  I  con¬ 
ferred  several  times  with  the  trustees,  who  were  willin^x  that  they 
should  form  a  district,  the  boundaries  of  which  they  designated,  but 
were  unable  to  consent  to  the  erection  of  a  school  house  and  the 
establishment  of  a  school  without  forming  a  separate  district.  They 
thought  the  expenditure  would,  in  proportion,  be  too  great. 

A  town  superintendent  has  a  great  many  duties  to  discharge, 
without  any  power;  he  depends  altogether  on  the  good  will  of  tlie 
trustees  and  even  the  teachers,  who  need  not  heed  the  remarks  of  the 
town  superintendent  should  he  venture  to  make  any,  if  they  do  not 
choose.  In  my  humble  opinion  I  think  that  some  legislation  is  very 
desirable  to  define  the  sphere  of  action  of  the  town  superintendent, 
and  to  give  him  more  power  or  to  abolish  the  office.  In  this  view 
many  teachers  as  well  as  town  superintendents,  concur,  with  whom  I 
have  frequently  conversed  on  this  matter. 

CHARLES  SIEDHOF, 

Toivn  Superintendent. 


W^EST  HOBOKEN. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  our  common  schools  in  West  Hoboken  for  the  vear  ending 
December  1st,  1863: 

In  a  population  now  numbering  about  2,500  we  have  718  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years.  518  of  these  children 
have  attended  our  schools.  Of  the  remainino;  one  hundred  and 
eighty- nine  some  few  have  gone  to  the  workshop,  and  left  the  school¬ 
room  forever.  Some  have  found  it  advantageous  to  attend  the  schools 
in  New  York,  Hoboken,  Hudson  city  and  elsewhere,  Avhere  the  people 
are  ahead  of  us  in  convenient  buildings  and  gratuitous  supply  of 
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scliool  books.  Some  attend  tlie  new  school  of  the  Catholic  church, 
which  has  lately  completed  a  buildin;>;  neat  and  convenient  in  all  its 
appointments.  Some  others  receive  instruction  at  the  Palisade  Insti¬ 
tute,  a  primary  school  sustained  entirely  by  private  enterprise. 

Last  spring  our  people  with  entire  unanimity  appointed  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  select  grounds  and  prepare  plans  for  one  or  more  common 
school  buildings,  and  report  when  ready  to  the  people  of  the  district. 
The  committee  are  prosecuting  the  work,  and  but  for  the  enormous 
cost  of  building  material  would  before  this  have  felt  at  liberty  to 
recommend  the  erection  of  the  school  houses.  The  increase  of  taxes 
occasioned  by  the  war  will  delay  this  needed  work  for  our  schools. 
Rat  the  time  is  not  distant  when  West  Hoboken  will  rank  well  among 
the  towns  of  our  state  in  its  public  educational  interests. 

Two  of  our  teachers  have  resigned,  but  their  places  have  been 
promptly  filled  by  others.  All  our  teachers  have  licenses,  and  seem 
to  give  pretty  general  satisfaction. 

Tiie  annual  session  of  the  Pludson  county  Teachers’  Institute  was 
attended  by  all  our  teachers,  and  I  am  sure  we  have  been  greatly 
benefitted  by  this  institution.  We  have  been  more  than  compensated 
for  the  wmek  alloAved  to  the  teachers  to  attend  the  institute  by  their 
increased  usefulness,  zeal  and  efiiciency  in  their  work.  Our  state 
Legislature  does  wisely  in  providing  for  these  annual  conferences  of 
our  teachers  with  the  state  superintendent  and  other  eminent  educators 
connected  with  our  Normal  School. 

Our  three  school  trustees,  Messrs.  John  Van  Beuren,  James  Cox 
and  Charles  S.  Galbraith  have  been  very  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.  Occasionally  they  have  visited  the  schools  with  the  town 
superintendent,  they  have  listened  to  any  comiplaints  of  dissatisfaction 
brought  to  them,  and  sought  wfith  affectionate  dispositions  to  act  im¬ 
partially  for  the  highest  good  of  all  concerned. 

I  have  attended  our  county  board  meetings  for  the  examination  of 
teachers  monthly,  visited  the  schools  quarterly  and  sometimes  oftener, 
and  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  there  is  every  reason  for  encouragement. 
The  grade  of  instruction  is  higher,  the  discipline  in  our  schools  is 
better,  and  the  interest  in  public  education  on  the  part  of  the  people 
is  rapidly  increasing. 

I  enclose  answers  to  the  general  questions  comprised  in  your  second 
series,  and  needed  by  you  to  complete  the  statistical  tables  for  your 
annual  report.  Wishing  you  a  long,  useful  and  happy  service  in  the 
cause  of  common  school  education  in  our  noble  state,  I  remain,  with 
great  respect, 

C.  A.  BUCKBEE, 

Toivn  A u p e r  in  ten  den  t . 
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HUNTERDON  COUNTY. 


ALEXANDRIA. 


I  herewith  transmit  you  the  annual  statistics  of  the  township  of 
Alexandria.  I  have  endeavored  to  fill  up  the  blanks  sent  me  as  cor¬ 
rectly  as  possible  from  the  imperfect  information  received  from  the 
different  districts.  In  cases  where  I  have  received  no  report,  1  have 
obtained  the  most  accurate  information  I  could  from  imjuiry,  and  I 
believe  the  statistics,  though  not  perfectly  accurate,  are  nearly  so. 
The  great  proportion  of  our  teachers  are  well  qmilified  for  iheir 
responsible  work,  and  discharge  the  duties  of  their  profession  with 
credit  to  themselves  and  their  employers.  With  regard  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  schools  of  this  township,  I  feel  justified  in  stating,  that 
there  is  an  increased  interest  manifested  in  behalf  of  the  public  school 
system. 

N.  B.  BOILEAU, 
Town  Superi)Lt(i‘ndtnt. 


DELAWARE, 


In  presenting  my  report  for  the  past  year,  I  shall  have  but  few  re¬ 
marks  to  accompany  it.  The  schools  are  all  in  good  condition,  with 
good  and  competent  instructors.  Daily  attendance  quite  as  huge  as 
that  of  last  year,  though  not  having  as  many  children  reported.  The 
school-houses  with  one  or  two  exceptions  are  comfortable  and  tolera¬ 
bly  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  teaching.  The  usual  branches 
taught,  are  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography,  English 
grammar,  and  algebra,  kc. 

E.  M.  HEATH, 
Town  Su2?i'rintendtnt. 


FRANKLIN. 

Pursuant  to  legal  requirements,  I  herewith  submit  to  you  my 
annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  in  this  lown.'hip. 
Our  school  funds  this  year  reach  the  aggregate  sum  of  §841.00,  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  following  sources,  viz.  : 

$197.50  received  from  State;  §487.00  raised  by  township  tax; 
$157.10  interest  on  surplus  revenue,  appropriated  at  the  spring 
election,  to  the  support  of  schools. 

Tliese  monies  distributed  among  the  schools  of  the  township,  have 
been  sufficient  to  keep  the  same  in  operation  for  most  of  the  year. 
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In  passing  a  criticism  upon  the  character  of  our  schools  it  must  be 
frankly  confessed  that  there  is  little  cause  for  congratulation. 

They  perhaps  will  compare  favorably  with  schools  of  surrounding 
townships,  yet  it  is  useless  to  disguise  the  fact,  that  they  are  still  far 
removed  from  a  proper  standard  of  excellence.  This  fault  is  to  be 
partiy  attributed  to  employers,  and  partly  to  teachers.  It  is  in  this 
township,  as  it  is  in  many  other  sections  of  the  State,  that  trustees 
are  extremely  anxious  in  some  of  the  districts,  to  secure  teachers  at 
low  figures,  with  only  a  slight  regard  to  capacity  and  qualification; 
this  in  their  estimation,  being  only  a  minor  consideration. 

They  indeed  consider  that  they  have  driven  a  sharp  bargain,  for 
which  they  sliould  receive  the  thanks  of  the  community,  when  they  hire  a 
teacher  at  a  low  figure.  One  perhaps,  wdio  does  not  possess  sufilcient 
tact  to  insure  his  success  in  any  other  pursuit,  but  can  manage  to 
shufile  through  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  school -room. 

The  truth  deduced  from  experience,  that  in  engaging  instructors  for 
the  young,  a  liberal  expenditure  may  be  the  wisest  economy,  has  not 
yet  fully  permeated  the  public  mind.  They  do  not  reflect  that  in 
committing  the  sacred  trust  of  mind  to  incompetent  hands,  that  the 
time  of  the  children  is  fritted  away  to  no  purpose,  whereas  under  a 
well  qualified  and  responsible  instructor,  a  thirst  for  knowledge  might 
and  probably  would  be  acquired,  which  could  never  be  quenched ; 
which  would  goad  them  to  still  higher  attainments,  long  after  they 
had  left  the  school -room. 

In  my  opinion,  we  should  have  our  best  qualified  teachers  to  take 
charge  of  the  primary  schools,  those  who  understand  human  nature, 
and  can  make  school  interesting.  The  question  whether  children  will 
make  scholars,  often  turns  upon  the  first  impressions  they  receive  at 
school.  Then  again,  it  is  too  much  the  case  with  some,  wdien  they 
have  employed  a  teacher  to  think  their  work  is  done,  and  nothing 
more  is  to  do  but  to  sit  down  and  fold  their  arras  in  complacency. 
Visiting  the  schools  in  order  to  encourage  the  teacher  or  suggest  im¬ 
provements,  is  something  of  which  they  seem  to  have  not  the  remo¬ 
test  idea,  or  at  least  they  seldom  if  ever  do  it.  Now  one  of  the  most 
potent  influences  which  the  teacher  can  use  to  stimulate  the  child  to 
greater  diligence,  is  the  picturing  before  him  of  the  approving  smiles 
of  the  parent.  There  may  be  some  scholars  who  pursue  study  be¬ 
cause  of  an  innate  thirst  for  knowledge  alone.  But  they  are  very  few, 
I  apprehend  that  do  this.  Most  pupils  need  encouragement,  and  need 
it  often.  If  instead  of  getting  it,  the  child  has  hardly  ever  a  word 
spoken  to  him  at  home  in  the  way  of  commendation  in  his  studies,  if 
no  kindly  inquiry  is  made  of  him  how  he  is  progressing  at  school,  and 
added  to  this,  if  the  parents  faces  are  never  seen  in  the  school  room, 
to  give  a  stimulus  to  both  teacher  and  pupils,  the  fact  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten,  is  that  the  child  has  created  within  him  a  disgust  for  books, 
wdneh  never  will  be  overcome.  Nor  wmuld  I  have  you  to  understand 
that  the  teachers  themselves  are  not  in  some  part  responsible  for  this 
lethargic  indifference  toward  education. 
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In  too  many  instances  they  work  for  mere  yaij.  They  have  little 
or  no  conception  of  the  awful  responsibility  of  their  position.  It  will 
not  do  to  plead  ignorance.  Ignorance  in  such  a  situation  is  itself  a 
crime.  If  the  profession  of  teaching  is  to  rise  and  occupy  a  place 
in  the  public  estimation  along  side  of  the  other  professions,  teachers 
must  do  it.  They  will  first  have  to  get  wakened  up  themselves,  and 
become  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  teaching.  Then,  if  it 
can  be  shown  that  it  will  be  cheaper  to  hire  a  teacher  of  superior 
qualifications,  (whether  he  graduate  at  the  Normal  School,  or  by  the 
light  of  pine  knots  in  the  chimney  corner,)  a  live  energetic  man,  than 
to  have  a  sleepy  drone,  and  the  best  way  of  judging  of  a  teachers 
success  is  in  the  school-room,  not  by  answ’ers  to  formal  questions;  I 
have  little  doubt  that  they  w^ould  agree  to  elevate  his  wages  to  a  more 
remunerative  standard. 

But  they  have  so  often  been  deceived  by  those  teachers  who  have 
come  with  flowery  speech,  “blowing  their  own  trumpet,’’ that  experi¬ 
ence  has  made  them  rather  w'ary.  Once  let  them  get  possession  of  a 
genuine  teacher,  one  that  is  in  love  with  his  profession,  and  I  venture 
the  assertion  that  they  will  part  with  him  with  the  greatest  reluctance  ; 
sooner  than  do  so,  however,  they  will  consider  no  reasonable  salary 
too  large  to  give. 

M.  ABEL, 

Town  Superintendent. 


KINGWOOD. 

I  send  you  enclosed  my  report  of  the  schools  of  the  township  of 
Kingwood  for  1863.  It  is  not  as  perfect  as  I  could  have  wished,  in 
consequence  of  the  inattention  of  the  teachers,  some  of  them,  to  the 
keeping  of  a  complete  school  register.  I  have  furnished  all  the 
schools  with  blank  books,  (registers,)  and  enjoined  it  upon  them  (the 
teachers)  to  be  particular  and  explicit  in  filling  them  up.  But  it  is  a 
new  thing  with  the  most  of  them  and  they  perhaps,  as  yet,  do  not 
fully  realize  the  importance  of  a  strict  attention  to  this  matter.  But 
by  a  proper  attention  and  judicious  instructions  from  the  tovm  super¬ 
intendent,  it  is  hoped  this  evil  will  be  speedily  remedied.  The  schools 
have  been  taught  on  an  average  from  six  to  eight  months  by  very 
well  qualified  teachers,  and  in  the  variety  of  branches  necessary  to  a 
good  common  school  education.  It  is  very  desirable  that  parents  and 
guardians  and  school  officers  as  well  as  teachers  should  take  a  still 
greater  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  district  schools  and  the  education 
of  the  masses  of  the  children. 

G.  D.  CONKLIN, 
Toivn  Superintendent. 
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LAMBERTVILLE. 

The  schools  in  this  town  are  at  this  time  in  as  floiirishinfr  a  condi- 
tion  as  at  any  time  heretofore.  The  public  are  aware  of  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  good  schools,  and  raise  by  tax  an  amount  sufficient  to  make 
the  educational  advantages  free  to  all  between  the  ages  of  five  to 
eighteen  years,  and  have  a  large  and  wmll  constructed  building  with 
ground  for  that  purpose,  with  a  board  of  six  excellent  teachers,  two 
male  and  four  female,  all  of  which  are  well  qualified  and  licensed  and 
have  proved  very  successful.  They  have  been  teaching  in  this  school 
for  ^rnars  past  with  little  censure.  I  have  visited  the  school  as  super* 
intendent  and  find  it  both  reflecting  credit  on  the  teacher  and  pupil, 
quite  a  number  of  the  former  pupils  receiving  instruction  here  even 
up  to  this  present  year,  have  been  enabled  to  become  competent 
teachers  in  other  schools.  Mr.  James  M.  Robinson,  the  Principal, 
has  spared  no  pains  to  make  the  school  efficient  into  which  it  is  well 
classified  in  all  the  departments,  wdth  good  order  and  rigid  discipline 
maintained  throughout.  The  attendance  has  been  quite  full,  the  year 
divided  into  four  terms  of  eleven  weeks  each  which  have  been  kept. 
The  Legal  School  Registry  has  been  accurately  kept,  which  shows 
well  for  regular  attendance,  though  there  is  room  for  much  improve¬ 
ment  which  is  more  the  neglect  of  the  parent  than  the  pupil.  The 
annual  school  exhibition  held  in  Holcombe  Hall  in  this  place  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  year,  was  worthy  of  its  efforts,  being 
continued  for  three  nights  in  succession,  a  large  audience  was  'well 
entertained  till  a  late  hour  each  night.  There  are  quite  a  number  of 
pupils  attending  school  here  from  adjoining  townships.  West  Amwell, 
Delaware,  and  a  few  from  New  Hope,  Pa.,  by  special  contract. 

There  are  six  private  schools  in  the  town  partially  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  trustees  to  which  the  towm  appropriates  $500.  The 
largest  is  the  Catholic  school  whose  average  daily  attendance  has 
been  two  hundred.  Samuel  Brownrigg,  is  Principal,  witli  one  female 
teacher.  Miss  Lydia  Boroughs  and  Mrs.  McElroy  have  excellent 
school,  and  the  three  others  are  well  kept  by  competent  teachers, 
whose  scholars  are  in  younger  years  divided  into  juvenile  classes  pre¬ 
paratory  to  the  public  school.  The  current  expenses  of  the  year  will 
be  about  $3,000  ;  $1,500  of  which  is  direct  to  the  public  school ;  $500 
to  the  six  schools ;  $000  to  building  fund  which  now  has  nearly  cleared 
the  school  building  and  premises  from  debt;  about  $400  is  expended 
for  fuel,  repair,  improvements,  &c. 

GEO.  H.  L  ARISON,  M.  D., 
Town  /Superintendent, 


LEBANON. 

Enclosed  I  return  the  second  series  of  questions,  with  answers 
thereunto  as  nearly  correct  as  it  has  been  in  my  means  to  furnish, 
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and  perhaps  as  correct  as  most  reports  can  be  made.  And  with 
reference  to  some  of  our  schools,  it  affords  me  some  gratification  to 
see  the  interest  in  education  increasing  in  this  vicinity,  though  it  falls 
short  of  what  it  should  be.  Many  districts  are  unwilling  to  pay  a 
salary  for  which  a  competent  teacher  could  reasonably  be  expected  to 
labor,  and  in  fact  they  do  not  seem  to  know  that  any  farther  qualifi¬ 
cation  is  necessary  than  for  the  teacher  to  be  merely,  though  ever  so 
little,  in  advance  of  his  scholars,  be  they  ever  so  young  and  unedu¬ 
cated,  without  regard  to  any  other  gifts  or  adaptation  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  a  school,  or  tact  for  ready  communication  or  powers  of  illus¬ 
tration,  and  for  fixing  instruction  on  the  youthful  mind,  etc.  In 
some  districts  we  are  told  that  they  do  not  wish  even  grammar  and 
geography  taught,  being,  as  they  say,  a  farming  community,  and  if 
their  children  can  read,  write  and  cypher  it  is  all  that  is  required  for 
them,  as  though  agriculture  was  not  an  honorable  calling,  and  their 
children  entitled  to  an  education  and  mental  training  and  polish  to  fit 
them  for  the  society  of  the  more  refined  circles.  Row  it  appears  to 
me  that  if  the  masses  could  be  brought  to  realize  that  ten  dollars 
worth  of  useful  knowledge  is  really  worth  more  to  a  child  than  a 
thousand  dollars  in  gold,  and  that  it  would  be  economy  to  pay  ten 
dollars  on  a  child’s  education  in  one  year  rather  than  five  dollars 
yearl}’’  for  two  years  to  acquire  the  same  amount  of  information,  we 
would  soon  have  fuller  schools,  and  a  better  class  of  teachers;  though 
in  justice  to  the  teachers  in  our  township  I  am  happy  to  say  a  large 
proportion  of  them  are  well  qualified  for  the  position  they  occupy, 
both  as  regards  their  scholarship  and  moral  character,  and  fully  as 
effective  as  we  can  expect  from  the  inducements  held  out. 

ELEAZAR  SMITH, 
Town  Superintendent. 


EARITAX. 

I  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
public  schools  in  the  township  of  Raritan,  county  of  Hunterdon, 
R.  J.: 

1st.  The  school  houses  are  all,  except  two,  in  good  repair.  All, 
except  two,  are  one  story  high.  They  will  seat  an  average  number 
of  thirty-five  pupils  comfortably.  In  two  instances  only  are  there 
shade  trees  around  the  houses ;  in  all  others  the  houses  stand  out  in 
the  sun.  All  the  houses  are  furnished  with  blackboards,  although 
some  of  these  boards  are  very  small  and  poorly  painted.  There  are 
very  few  maps  and  charts  in  use,  almost  a  total  want  of  them.  Of 
globes  there  are  none. 

There  is  not  that  uniformity  in  the  use  of  text  books  which  would 
be  desirable.  Sanders’  readers  and  spellers  prevail ;  Thompson’s 
arithmetics  have  the  preference ;  Mitchell’s  and  Cornell’s  geographies 
are  found  in  about  equal  numbers.  There  is  no  uniformity  in  the  use 
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of  English  grammars — Smith’s,  Brown’s,  Green’s,  Wells’,  Kirkham’s, 
Pinneo’s  and  Bullion’s  are  all  in  use. 

2d.  Of  visitation  on  the  part  of  parents,  there  is  almost  none.  The 
reports  show  an  average  of  only  one  visit  per  year  to  the  schools 
(excepting  the  town  superintendent).  And  these  visitors,  few  as  they 
are,  do  nothing  more  than  to  simply  call  at  the  school  house  in  pass¬ 
ing.  Perhaps  no  parent  in  the  township  has  for  the  whole  past  year 
gone  to  the  school  house  on  purpose  to  pay  the  school  a  visit,  unless 
on  some  extra  occasion,  in  time  of  an  exhibition  of  the  school,  or 
something  of  the  kind ;  and  yet  there  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  a 
lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  parents.  They  do  take  an  interest  in 
the  rates  of  tuition,  the  number  of  hours  spent  at  the  school  house, 
the  continuance  in  the  same  text  books,  good  or  bad,  in  short,  in 
everything  that  will  save  expense  and  gain  time. 

But,  bad  as  is  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  some  respects  they 
are  improving  in  others.  Young,  enterprising  teachers  are  taking 
the  place  of  worn  out  old  men  who  are  forty  or  fifty  years  behind  the 
age.  Classification  is  becoming  more  common  in  the  schools;  the 
rod  and  ferule  are  obsolescent ;  half  day  absences  are  now,  in  some 
rare  instances,  not  deducted  from  the  bill;  a  more  regular  attendance 
is  the  consequence.  Higher  branches  are  gradually  finding  a  place 
in  the  schools;  ‘‘cyphering”  is  gradually  losing  its  monopolizing 
power. 

Well  then,  all  things  considered,  there  are  hopeful  signs.  I  would 
not  speak  despondingly  of  what  the  future  promises.  It  may  take 
almost  a  generation  to  effect  all  that  seems  so  desirable  in  the  way  of 
improvement,  but  I  do  not  despair.  There  are  influences  at  work 
effecting,  slowly,  it  may  be,  but  surely,  a  great  reform. 

A.  RITTENHOUSE, 

Town  Su2?ermtendent. 


EEADINGTOF. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  of  this  township  is  essentially  the  same 
as  given  in  my  preceding  annual  report.  The  school  houses  have  not 
been  materially  improved,  except  in  one  or  two  cases.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  District  No.  1  have  authorized  the  trustees  to  expend  what¬ 
ever  amount  might  be  necessary,  in  order  to  put  the  house  in  good 
condition,  and  to  have  it  properly  arranged  for  a  division  of  the  schoo-1 
into  two  departments.  In  the  higher  department  will  be  taught,  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  branches,  natural  philosophy,  the  higher 
mathematics,  and  also  the  classics.  This  arrangement  has  not  yet 
been  fully  consummated,  although  a  teacher  of  rare  qualifications,  and 
of  much  experience,  has  been  employed  and  several  pupils  have 
already  commenced  the  study  of  the  Latin  language. 

The  whole  number  of  children  in  the  township  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  eighteen  years,  as  reported  by  the  district  trustees,  is  eight 
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hundred  and  eighty-six.  Of  this  number  seventy-five  have  attended 
school  regularly  during  the  year,  allowance  being  made  for  vacations  ; 
one  hundred  and  fifty-four  have  attended  nine  months,  but  less  than 
twelve ;  one  hundred  and  seventy-two,  six  months,  but  less  than  nine ; 
two  hundred  and  one,  three  months,  but  less  than  six  ;  and  eighty- 
nine,  a  less  period  than  three  months,  making  the  whole  number  of 
children  that  have  attended  school  some  time  during  the  year,  six 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-four.  The  sum  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-two  dollars  was  raised  at  the  annual  town  meeting  for  the 
support  of  schools,  for  the  present  year ;  that  received  from  the  State 
is  three  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  forty-five  cents  ;  and  from 
the  surplus  revenue,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  fifty-one 
cents;  making  from  these  sources  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty  three  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents.  This  sum,  together  with 
what  is  received  from  parts  of  adjoining  townships,  leaves  but  a  small 
amount  to  be  paid  by  the  employers.  That  the  cause  of  education  is 
on  the  advance  in  this  township  is  evinced  by  the  fact,  that,  while 
the  people  are  in  common  with  the  citizens  of  all  the  loyal  States, 
bearing  the  burdens  resulting  from  the  war  for  the  suppression  of  the 
Southern  rebellion,  they  have  not  withdrawn  their  usual  support  from 
the  schools,  but  raised,  as  above  stated,  two  dollars  for  every  child  in 
the  township  between  the  ages  specified  by  law. 

But  while  we  refer  with  satisfaction  to  whatever  indicates  a  grow¬ 
ing  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  pass 
over  in  silence  some  embarrassment  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  more 
successful  operation  of  our  schools.  Among  the  causes  which  tend 
to  retard  the  progress  of  the  chilcren  in  many  districts,  is  the  fre¬ 
quent  change  of  teachers.  There  may  be  cases  when  a  change  is  not 
only  necessary,  but  absolutely  unavoidable,  and  where  the  interests 
of  the  school  will  be  promoted  thereby.  But  in  many  cases  these 
changes  are  made  more  for  the  sake  of  novelty  than  any  thing  else, 
and  at  the  close  of  almost  every  quarter  a  new  teacher  is  employed. 
Now  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  in  this  connection,  to  do  more  than 
merely  refer  to  the  matter.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes  I  have 
found  that  wherever  this  course  has  been  most  pursued  the  condition 
of  the  schools  has  been  the  worse  ;  the  children  more  backward  in  their 
studies,  the  attendance  more  irregular,  and  a  want  of  general  interest 
both  on  the  part  of  parents,  children,  and  teacher,  has  ensued. 

There  is  one  other  point  to  which  I  would  simply  refer,  as  operat¬ 
ing  against  the  interests  of  the  schools,  I  mean  the  irregular  attend¬ 
ance.  In  many  cases  children  do  not  attend  school,  on  an  average, 
more  than  three  days  in  a  week,  and  yet  the  parents  sometimes  won¬ 
der  why  they  do  not  make  more  progress  in  their  studies,  when  the 
great  wonder  is  that  they  should  make  any  progress  at  all.  The 
result  of  this  is  to  break  the  regular  course  of  the  classes,  to  retard 
the  progress  of  the  children,  to  discourage  the  teacher,  and  to  dis¬ 
arrange  the  entire  operations  of  the  school. 
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But  in  conclusion,  I  would  say,  that  although  the  cause  of  educa¬ 
tion  does  not  receive  that  attention  which  its  importance  demands, 
and  although  there  are  many  errors  connected  with  our  public  schools 
to  be  corrected,  yet  we  may  look  forward  to  the  time  when  they  will 
compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  other  State  and  when  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  a  free  education  shall  be  extended  to  all  without  regard  to 
rank  or  condition. 

R.  S.  SWACKIIAMER, 
Town  ^Superintendent. 


WEST  AMWELL. 

In  discharging  my  duties  as  superintendent,  I  have  endeavored  to 
do  it  faithfully,  and  in  so  doing,  it  has  been  a  source  of  mingled  satis¬ 
faction  and  grief.  I  have  licensed  all  the  teachers  in  the  township, 
not  because  I  found  them  qualified  in  every  case ;  but  because  they 
had  been  employed  in  teaching  five  or  six  months  before  called  upon 
by  the  trustees  for  that  purpose,  and  circumstances  compelled  me  to 
enable  them  to  draw  the  school  funds.  I  have  visited  each  one  of  the 
schools,  and  think  they  have  been  better  attended,  than  in  the  past 
year;  three  of  the  school  houses  are  good,  and  one  is  quite  indiffer¬ 
ent,  (or  poor).  The  township  has  four  school  houses  within  its  limits, 
and  the  people  of  the  township  send  their  children  to  four  schools 
located  out  of  the  township,  which  are  designated  .parts  of  districts, 
from  which  we  make  no  report.  I  have  endeavored  to  enjoin  it  upon 
(the  trustees  and  employers,  as  their  bounden  duty  to  visit  the  schools 
vmore  frequently,  and  thereby  aid  and  encourage  the  teacher  and  the 
school  too  ;  believing,  if  that  was  done,  they  would  take  more  interest 
in  having  a  good  teacher,  and  consequently  a  better  school,  and  be 
more  zealous  in  the  cause  of  education. 

I  have  rebuked  the  teachers  in  our  township,  for  not  attending  the 
teachers  institute  at  Ringoes  the  past  year,  believing  it  to  be  of  great 
benefit  to  those  engaged  in  teaching.  The  people  of  the  township  at 
the  last  annual  town  meeting  increased  the  school  money  to  one  dollar 
per  scholar  to  be  raised  by  tax,  the  year  previous  they  voted  nothing 
for  school  purposes.  The  amount  of  school  funds  the  present  year, 
is  therefore,  by  tax,  three  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars,  (^313.00,) 
amount  received  from  the  State,  one  hundred  and  two  dollars  and 
ninety  cents,  ($102.90,)  making  a  sum  total  raised  and  appropriated 
for  school  purposes,  four  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  ninety  cents, 
($415,90,)  in  the  township. 

N.  V.  YOUNG. 

Town  Superintendent. 
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MERCER  COUNTY. 


EAST  WINDSOR. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  record  of  school  operations  in  this  township 
during  the  past  year.  The  condition  of  our  schools  I  believe  to  be 
steadily  improving,  partly  by  reason  of  a  deeper  general  interest  in 
the  subject  of  education,  and  partly  through  the  employment  of  more 
energetic  and  capable  teachers.  Teaching  is  a  science  not  depen¬ 
dant  alone  upon  the  amount  of  education  a  person  may  possess  more 
than  his  ability  to  impart  his  talents  to  the  young  mind.  I  have  re¬ 
marked  more  than  one  talented  person  who  has  made  a  very  unsuc¬ 
cessful  teacher,  while  on  the  other  hand  I  have  seen  a  teacher  of 
moderate  education,  but  thoroughly  trained  to  the  profession,  the 
most  successful  teacher  in  the  township.  The  people  are  beginning 
to  recognize  these  facts,  and  they  are  strong  arguments  in  favor  of 
teachers  from  the  Normal  School. 

With  one  exception  there  has  been  no  improvement  in  our  school 
buildings.  This  one  has,  during  the  year  been  considerably  enlarged 
and  improved,  and  better  adapted  to  the  w'ants  of  both  the  children 
and  the  district.  One  worthless  house  still  remains,  a  monument  of 
shame  to  the  district  which  it  represents,  and  the  sole  representative 
of  the  ancient  order  of  things.  But  this  too,  I  hope,  may  soon  give 
place  to  a  building  better  suited  to  its  purposes  and  more  worthy  of 
its  patrons. 

Sufficient  public  money  is  raised  by  taxation  to  make  our  schools 
free,  and  notwithstanding  the  heavy  taxes  which  meet  us  on  every 
hand  our  people  do  not  abandon  the  idea  of  continuing  the  free  school 
system. 

0.  M.  NORTON, 

Town  Superintendent. 


HAMILTON. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  our  schools  as  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
all  of  them  being  now  in  the  hands  of  experienced  and  competent 
teachers.  In  reviewing  the  past  year  I  think  it  is  evident  there  is  an 
increased  interest  felt  throughout  the  tov^nship  in  regard  to  our  com¬ 
mon  schools,  although  the  inhabitants  are  not  yet  fully  awake  to  their 
own  interests  on  the  subject. 

H.  A.  ANDERSON, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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LAWRENCE. 

The  schools  of  this  township  have  been  in  a  flourishing  condition 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  children  reported  is  ten  less  than  last 
year.  Our  central,  or  largest  school,  has  been  well  patronized  and  well 
conducted.  It  has,  at  present,  an  excellent  teacher  and  a  female 
assistant.  There  is  a  new  and  commodious  building  and  handsomely 
furnished  school  room.  There  are  three  other  schools  in  the  town¬ 
ship  which  are  remarkably  Avell  conducted;  everything  wears  an  in¬ 
viting  aspect  the  moment  you  enter  the  room.  One  of  these  is  by  a 
female  who  is  an  admirable  teacher;  she  has  authority  without  being 
authoritative ;  her  presence  inspires  her  pupils  -with  confidence,  re¬ 
spect  and  a  commendable  ambition.  The  most  of  our  schools  have 
been  well  conducted  during  the  year. 

The  Teachers’  Institute  for  the  county  of  Mercer  w^as  held  in  our 
village  for  this  year  in  the  month  of  October  last ;  the  teachers  of 
this  township  generally  attended.  In  two  or  three  instances  the  trus¬ 
tees  did  not  give  them  the  time  to  attend  the  whole  week.  There 
were  very  few  in  attendance  from  other  parts  of  the  county.  These 
institutes  would  produce  great  good  were  they  properly  attended  by 
the  teachers,  and  if  trustees  could  be  induced  to  come  out  and  see  for 
themselves.  Anything  that  can  be  done  to  increase  attendance  on 
them  will  increase  their  efficiency. 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  send  to  town  superintendents  a  copy  of  the 
annual  report,  and  to  furnish  them  with  circulars  to  be  sent  to  each 
district  ? 

S.  M.  IIAMILL, 

Town  Supei'intendent. 


PRINCETON. 

In  the  report  for  1860,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  3^011, 
reference  was  made  to  the  inadequate  remuneration  of  the  teachers 
of  the  schools  under  my  supervision.  As  the  cost  of  living  has  been 
greatly  enhanced  since  that,  time,  the  necessity  for  an  increase  in  their 
salaries  is  still  more  urgent  and  obvious.  Justice  to  them,  as  well  as 
the  interests  of  the  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged  alike  demand  a 
more  liberal  compensation,  and  I  would  most  earnestly  impress  this 
upon  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  remedy  the  evil  referred  to. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  the  schools,  and  am  happy  to  say 
that  I  have  been  received  with  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness,  and 
every  facility  has  been  afforded  for  the  examination  of  their  condition. 
The  teachers  in  three  of  the  schools  having  resigned,  their  places 
were  promptly  supplied,  and  while  w'e  regretted  the  resignation  of 
those  who  had  giver/  entire  satisfaction  in  the  performance  of  their 
laborious  duties,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  those  who  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  them  will  prove  equally  intelligent,  faithful  and  successful. 
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It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I  noticed  the  thorough  practical 
adaptation  by  most  of  the  teachers  of  the  branches  taught.  Their 
pupils  are  not  expected  to  commit  to  memory  a  mass  of  matter  with¬ 
out  knowing  any  reason  for  so  doing.  If  the  words  are  in  the  mind 
and  their  meaning  is  not  known,  the  child  fails  to  take  a  proper 
interest  in  its  studies  from  an  inability  to  comprehend  their  use. 
Grammar,  for  instance,  is  often  taught  without  its  practical  advanta¬ 
ges  being  shown,  and  the  pupil  who  has  passed  through  the  text  book 
will  make  the  most  glaring  mistakes,  apparently  not  knowing  that  he 
is  violating  those  very  rules  which  have  been  repeatedly  impressed 
on  the  memory,  without  a  word  from  the  teacher  in  explanation  of 
them.  But  when  a  different  course  is  adopted  and  a  portion  of  the 
session  is  occupied  in  explaining  the  practical  bearing  of  the  lesson 
which  is  to  be  or  has  been  recited,  the  pupil,  seeing  the  advantage  of 
the  study,  enters  upon  it  with  more  zeal,  and  is  led  to  think  over  the 
lessons,  instead  of  cramming  them  into  the  memory,  so  that,  parrot¬ 
like  the  words  may  be  articulated  without  a  comprehension  of  their 
signification.  By  suitable  explanations  these  simpler  and  elementary 
studies,  such  as  are  to  be  brought  into  requisition  in  every  day  life, 
are  fully  understood  at  the  outset,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
the  school  room  is  entered  with  pleasure  rather  than,  as  is  often  the 
case,  with  a  feeling  ot  actual  repulsion. 

My  augmented  experience  of  the  admirable  working  of  the  public 
school  system  of  our  state,  and  its  beneficial  results,  has  served  to 
enhance  greatly  my  estimate  of  its  value  to  the  rising  generation. 
Indeed  the  importance  of  the  general  education  of  the  young  cannot 
be  over-estimated.  Intelligence  and  wisdom,  combined  with  good 
morals,  the  legitimate  fruit  of  a  liberal  education,  are  the  essential 
elements  of  individual  happiness  and  usefulness  in  life,  and  of  the 
security  and  w’ell-being  of  the  community  at  large.  We  trust  that 
the  system  wdll  not  only  be  sustained,  but  enlarged  and  improved, 
and  that  every  child  throughout  the  entire  commonwealth  shall  enjoy 
its  inestimable  advantages. 

In  the  execution  of  this  great  vrork,  excuse  me  for  expressing  the 
gratification  wdiich  I,  in  common  with  the  friends  of  the  system,  feel 
that  the  state  still  enjoys  the  services  of  so  able  and  efficient  a 
general  superintendent;  and  allow  me  also  to  express  the  hope  that 
your  earnest  and  persevering  efforts  to  extend  and  improve  the  sys¬ 
tem  may  continue  to  be  crowned  with  success. 

G.  MUSGRAVE  GIGER, 

Town  Superintendent. 


WASHINGTON. 

I  have  sent  the  circulars  No.  1  and  No.  2  with  answers  as  far  as  I 
could  ascertain.  There  was  some  questions  that  I  could  not  answer, 
because  the  teachers  failed  to  keep  their  registers  correctly.  In  some 
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parts  of  tlie  township  some  interest  is  felt  in  the  cause  of  education. 
Our  schools  are  kept  open  most  of  the  year.  Teachers  salaries  are 
paid  out  of  the  public  funds.  We  raise  one  thousand  dollars  by  tax 
in  addition  to  State  fund  and  interest  of  surplus  revenue.  There  are 
several  parts  of  districts  whose  school  houses  are  located  in  another 
township,  &c. 

JOHN  M.  ALLEN, 
Town  Superintendent. 

WEST  WINDSOR. 

I  was  elected  superintendent  in  March  last  and  entered  upon  my 
duties  at  that  time  ;  consequently  I  cannot  make  as  full  and  correct  a 
report  as  I  would  like,  as  the  teachers  previous  to  that  time  had  made 
no  report.  Since  that  time  I  have  done  the  best  that  I  could  under 
the  circumstances.  The  condition  of  the  schools  in  this  township  is 
improving,  some  of  the  districts  manifest  considerable  interest  in  the 
cause  of  education  ;  while  others,  I  regret  to  say,  do  not  show  as  much 
interest  as  could  be  desired  ;  yet  there  is  a  marked  improvement  when 
contrasted  with  what  they  were  some  years  since ;  enough  to  warrant 
us  in  saying  that  we  are  making  some  progress.  We  have  but  four 
whole  districts  in  the  township  ;  consequently,  vre  have  but  four 
school  houses  that  are  in  good  condition.  We  have  four  parts  of  dis¬ 
tricts,  the  houses  being  all  in  other  townships ;  those  I  left  for  others 
to  report.  Our  schools  are  not  entirely  free.  We  raise  sixty  cents  a 
scholar  by  tuition.  In  conclusion,  I  would  say,  I  hope  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  we  shall  have  free  schools,  a  free  press,  and  a  free 
people. 

WILLIAM  WALTON, 
Toivn  Superintendeyit. 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 


EAST  BRUNSWICK. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  answered,  the  series  of  questions  No. 
2,  (No.  1  I  forwarded  some  time  since.)  Our  schools  have  improved 
very  much  during  the  last  year,  as  you  will  find  by  comparing  this 
year’s  report  w'ith  the  last.  The  average  attendance  is  fifty-nine  (59) 
more  than  last  year  (nearly  one-third),  which  is  very  encouraging. 

The  salaries  of  the  teachers  have  been  advanced,  which  enables  us 
to  keep  teachers  w’ell  qualified  for  this  responsible  position.  Last 
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year  I  had  but  one  Normal  teacher,  this  year  I  have  two.  This  sys¬ 
tem  of  instruction  gives  entire  satisfaction  in  the  districts  where  it  is 
used. 

I  keep  up  the  system  of  teachers’  meetings  ”  at  my  residence,  as 
I  reported  last  year.  The  intention  (as  I  then  stated)  of  these  meet¬ 
ings,  is  to  give  the  teachers  an  opportunity  to  become  personally  and 
professionally  acquainted,  to  discuss  the  subject  of  education,  the 
best  means  of  teaching  and  governing  schools ;  also,  applicants  for 
vacancies  are  then  examined  by  one  of  the  teachers,  appointed  for 
the  occasion,  under  “my  own  ”  supervision.  I  would  heartily  recom¬ 
mend  the  “teachers’  meeting”  to  all  townships;  they  will  find  them 
of  great  benefit,  not  only  to  the  teachers,  but  also  to  the  “  whole 
school  ”  in  their  townships,  and  I  think  a  source  of  pleasure  and 
gratification  to  the  Superintendents  themselves. 

IVhen  I  called  on  you  last  winter,  I  spoke  to  you  in  regard  to  re¬ 
districting  the  State.  Counties  and  townships  have  been  so  altered 
since  the  State  was  districted,  as  to  place  a  large  number  of  districts 
in  two  or  three  townships,  which  I  think  is  altogether  wrong. 

I  would  suggest  that  you  recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  pass  a 
law  to  have  the  State  re-districted  by  some  competent  person,  say  the 
Superintendent  and  Chosen  Freeholders,  or  the  Superintendent  and 
Town  Committee  of  each  township ;  either  of  them  would  be  suitable, 
the  latter  I  think  the  best. 

WILLIAM  A.  APPLEBY, 

Town  Superintendent. 


MONROE. 

In  transmitting  my  report  for  the  current  year  for  the  township  of 
Monroe,  I  would  state  that  the  schools  have  each  been  visited  by  the 
Superintendent  once  per  quarter,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of 
judging,  are  progressing. 

The  various  teachers  have  received  their  licenses,  and  are  well 
qualified  to  instruct.  The  whole  number  of  children  in  the  township 
reported  to  me  by  the  various  trustees,  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen  years,  amounts  to  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  in  the  township  for 

schools,  §2,000  00 

State  school  fund,  454  53 

Interest  on  surplus  revenue,  53  51 

Amount  apportioned  to  schools,  §2,508  04 

A  very  small  part  of  ihe  above  has  as  yet  been  received. 

The  various  male  teachers  receive  salaries  varying  from  §80  to 
§100,  per  term  of  eleven  weeks,  or  sixty-six  days.  Female  teachers 
receive  about  §60  dollars.  Schools  are  kept  open  about  ten  months 
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during  the  year,  and  are  generally  well  supplied  with  hooks  of  various 
kinds ;  the  blackboard  being  used  in  all  to  good  advantage.  The 
answers  to  series  No.  2  being  furnished  according  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge. 

The  various  school  buildings  have  a  pleasant  and  healthy  location, 
and  arc  in  comfortable  condition,  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions. 

I  will  close  by  suggesting  that  schools  should  be  supplied  with  a 
uniform  system  of  books,  and  that  each  school  keep  a  register  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  district. 

JAMES  IVES, 
Town  (Superintendent, 


NORTH  BRUNSWICK. 

In  visiting  the  schools  of  this  township,  I  have  been  much  pleased 
with  the  diligence  and  perseverance  of  the  teachers,  and  with  the  in¬ 
creased  interest  that  has  been  manifested  by  the  parents  and  guardi¬ 
ans  in  regard  to  the  schools.  The  scholars  are  making  rapid  ad¬ 
vancement  in  their  studies,  and  pass  good  examinations,  off  hand, 
not  being  advised  beforehand  of  the  visits  of  the  Superintendent. 
On  the  whole,  I  can  say  the  schools  in  our  township  are  in  good 
condition. 

J.  C.  EDMONDS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PERTH  AMBOY. 

Our  school  is  kept  as  a  Union  school,  one  male  teacher  having 
charge  of  the  whole,  with  two  female  assistants,  who  teach  in  separate 
rooms,  the  pupils  being  transferred  from  the  primary  to  the  higher 
departments,  according  to  their  advancement  in  their  studies.  We 
think  ihis  plan  works  well. 

Our  school  building  is  comfortable,  but  not  as  commodious  as  could 
be  desired.  We  are  in  hopes  to  have  a  new  building  with  all  the 
modern  improvements,  as  soon  as  we  are  relieved  from  the  pressure 
of  taxation  caused  by  the  war. 

EDWARD  J.  HALL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PISCATAWAY. 

Herewith  I  transmit  answers  to  second  series  of  questions  which 
are  as  nearly  correct,  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them  under  the  exist¬ 
ing  laws. 

I  made  it  the  duty  of  every  teacher  to  furnish  a  quarterly  and 
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annual  report,  thus  giving  me  a  two-fold  opportunity  whereby,  to  fur¬ 
nish  the  information  required  of  Town  Superintendents. 

By  this  means  I  am  supplied  with  the  necessary  information  from 
all  districts,  save  two,  in  one  of  which  an  unlicensed  teacher  is  teach¬ 
ing,  and  in  the  other,  no  school  has  been  taught  for  some  years  past. 

I  notified  every  teacher  of  the  township  what  were  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  law,  assuring  them  that  much  of  the  desired  information 
was  obtainable  from  no  other  source  than  through  their  quarterly  and 
annual  reports,  warning  them  by  a  printed  circular,  that  a  neglect  of 
duty  would  subject  them  to  a  revocation  of  their  license,  wLereby  all 
duly  licensed  teachers  of  regularly  taught  schools  complied  with  the 
request. 

There  was  some  complaint  among  the  teachers  against  this  new 
duty  being  imposed  upon  them,  but  we  are  all  working  very  harmo- 
nously  together  now.  This  being  my  first  annual  report  to  you,  I 
may,  I  trust,  be  excused  should  I  adopt  a  somewhat  different  course 
from  other  superintendents  of  public  schools.  I  design  more  specifi¬ 
cally  to  represent  to  you  what  we  have  been  doing,  and  what  we  have 
left  undone  that  it  was  our  duty  to  do,  that  you  maybe  better  enabled 
to  represent  us  in  the  true  light  to  the  State  Legislature,  in  your 
annual  report  to  that  body. 

Ten  persons  have  applied  to  me  since  the  1st  of  April  last,  for 
license  to  teach ;  to  eight  of  which  I  granted  their  requests,  but  re¬ 
fused  two  of  them  the  privilege  of  teaching  in  our  public  schools.  I 
have  inaile  frequent  visits  to  the  schools  during  the  year,  have  advised 
and  consulted  with  both  trustees  and  teachers,  and  have  suggested 
many  things  which  I  flatter  myself,  will  prove  beneficial  to  the  great 
cause  we  mutually  represent,  the  culture  of  the  intellect,  the  mental 
and  moral  improvement  of  the  rising  generation. 

I  promised  in  my  first  visits  to  the  different  schools,  to  make  a 
more  extended  report  of  the  condition  of  each  and  every  school,  to 
note  the  comparative  proficiency,  and  point  out  their  faults  as  impar¬ 
tially  as  it  was  possible  for  me  to  do  in  my  annual  report  to  the  State 
Superintendent  of  public  schools,  and  I  now  seek  to  redeem  that  pledge 
in  the  following  order: 

District  ^o.  1  (New  Brooklyn),  has  been  under  the  instruction  of 
Miss  Rebecca  Ten  Eyck,  who  has  all  the  qualifications  of  a  good 
teacher,  except  order,  in  which  there  has  been  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  during  my  supervision.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that 
order  is  indispensable  to  a  school-room.  “It  was  heavens  first  law.” 
The  standing  of  the  school  is  good,  and  the  improvement  in  the 
various  branches  has  been  fair. 

District  No.  2  (Samptown),  this  is  quite  a  small  school,  numbering 
but  twenty-six  scholars,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  not 
half  of  whom  have  attended  school  during  the  past  year. 

The  salary  paid  by  this  district  is  wholly  insufiicient  to  secure  the 
services  of  a  good  teacher,  where,  as  is  most  generally  the  case,  “the 
pay  ”  is  the  primary  object  of  the  teacher.  I  first  found  this  school 
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under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  George  E.  Brown,  whose  method  of 
teacliing  could  not  be  considered  a  fair  average,  but  of  whose  qualifi¬ 
cations  I  knoAV  but  little,  he  having  been  licensed  by  my  predecessor. 
The  school  is  now  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Eleanor  Davis,  who  has 
had  no  experience  in  teaching,  but  whose  intellect  is  of  the  first  order, 
and  who,  if  I  do  not  misjudge,  will  with  experience,  make  one  of  our 
most  successful  and  thorough  teachers.  The  scholars  are  rather 
small,  but  of  good  standing,  considering  their  ages. 

District  No.  3  (North  New  Market),  is  under  the  instruction  of 
David  J.  Tingley,  in  his  first  attempt  at  teaching.  I  consider  him 
about  an  averaije  teacher ;  have  made  several  suoro-estions  during  the 
year,  a  portion  of  which  have  been  adopted.  This  school  has  made 
good  progress  under  his  instruction,  but  was  in  rather  unfavorable  con¬ 
dition  when  Mr.  Tingley  took  charge  of  it,  having  had  several  different 
teachers  during  the  year  previous,  and  most  of  them  were  considered 
incompetent. 

District  No.  4  (New  Market),  the  teacher  is  Miss  Lucretia  M.  Vail, 
who  is  gratuitously  assisted  by  one  of  her  students  Miss  Hanington. 
I  consider  Miss  Vail  better  than  the  average  of  teachers,  as  a  disci¬ 
plinarian  she  is  very  good.  The  school  is  large  and  well  attended. 
Its  standing  is  good,  above  the  medium. 

District  No.  5  (Harris  Lane),  is  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Jennie 
E.  Jennings,  a  competent  and  experienced  teacher,  who  gives  general 
satisfaction  and  commands  the  highest  salary.  She  is  very  thorough 
in  her  instruction,  but  not  so  rapid  in  progress  as  some  of  our  schools. 
Her  teaching  is  very  much  on  the  Normal  School  system.  The 
school  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  large  and  regularly  attended. 

District  No.  6  (Fieldville),  this  district  has  had  no  school  during 
the  present  year ;  some  of  the  children  attend  adjoining  districts 
Nos.  5  and  7,  where  they  are  kindly  admitted  and  well  taught.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  they  will  soon  secure  the  services  of  some  competent 
teacher. 

District  No.  7.  (Landing  School.)  This  school  for  many  years 
past  has  been  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Mary  J.  Owen^Avho  is  de¬ 
serving  of  the  reputation  she  has  long  sustained  of  being  one  of  our 
first  teachers.  There  is  one  branch  taught  in  this  school  that  is  de¬ 
serving  of  special  commendation.  It  is  the  much  neglected  branch 
of  most  schools,  viz.,  writing.  I  unhesitatingly  pronounce  this  school 
to  be  first  and  foremost  in  penmanship  and  composition.  This  school 
is  progressing  well,  but  one  great  fault  in  this  district  is  the  irregular 
attendence  of  the  scholars,  which  renders  it  impossible  to  make 
thorough  students.  As  a  disciplinarian.  Miss  Owen,  is  of  the  first 
order. 

District  No.  8,  (Newtown,)  Miss  Caroline  Willits  is  the  instructress 
of  this  school.  She  has  a  good  education,  but  her  adaptability  to  im¬ 
part  knowledge,  I  do  not  consider  good.  The  school  is  small,  poorly 
attended,  and  is  not  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

District  No.  9,  (Union.)  This  school  till  quite  recently  has  been 
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under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Emily  M.  Niles,  a  young  lady  of  both 
mental  and  moral  worth,  eminently  fitted  for  the  position  she  occupied, 
beloved  by  her  scholars  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  her,  but  her 
declining  health  warned  her  that  she  must  seek  some  other  employ¬ 
ment.  The  school  progressed  rapidly  under  her  instruction,  and  it 
was  with  much  regret  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  and  patrons  that  they 
were  called  upon  to  sever  their  association.  Miss  Alice  M.  Cham¬ 
berlin  is  her  successor,  who  has  been  with  us  so  short  a  time  that  we 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  her  abili¬ 
ties  for  teaching.  The  school  is  rather  small  but  in  a  good  condition 
for  imf)rovement. 

District  No.  10,  (New  Durham.)  This  school  has  been  under  the 
instruction  of  Miss  Ida  M.  Nelson,  who  taught  one  quarter  before 
preseriting  herself  for  examination,  when  I  refused  to  grant  her  a 
license.  The  trustees  still  continue  her  in  their  employ.  I  visited 
the  school  twice  during  the  first  quarter,  and  found  her  school  in 
rather  an  unfavorable  condition,  since  which  time  I  know  nothing  of 
its  progress. 

District  No.  11,  (Friendship.)  This  school  has  for  its  teacher  Miss 
Rachel  M.  Stelle,  a  Normal  school  graduate,  which  system  is  rigidly 
adhered  to  and  practically  carried  out.  Miss  Stelle  without  the  ad- 
vantiiges  of  the  Normal  school  is  naturally  adapted  to  teaching.  She 
possesses  a  fuller  control  over  her  pupils  than  has  ever  been  my  lot 
to  witness  in  any  other  teacher.  She  has  not  only  ample  literary 
attainments,  but  has  also  the  ability  to  impart  that  knowledge  to 
others  which  is  a  qualification  to  a  teacher  of  the  first  importance. 
She  is  one  of  the  first  teachers  of  our  township,  and  second  to  none 
as  a  disciplinarian  and  thoroughness  of  teaching.  The  school  under 
such  an  instructress  cannot  be  otherwise  than  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion,  and  is  in  the  highest  state  of  proficiency  with  one  exception,  the 
primary  reading  class  which  does  not  comport  well  with  the  others. 

District  No.  12.  (Franklin  Academy.)  This  school  is  divided 
into  two  apartments  male  and  female,  which  I  do  not  recommend. 
The  male  department  has  for  a  score  of  years  been  under  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  John  T.  Martin,  which  fact  alone  speaks  well  for  him, 
and  really  he  has  conferred. much  good  upon  that  community  by  his 
indefatigable  labors  in  instructing  two  generations.  How  different 
in  the  female  department.  They  have  had  three  different  teachers 
during  the  year,  and  under  such  circumstances  we  can  look  for  little 
proficiency.  It  would  take  too  much  space  to  give  a  sketch  of  the 
different  teachers  who  have  had  charge  of  this  department  of  the 
school.  The  present  teacher  I  have  have  not  seen,  and  cannot  speak 
of  her.  Hoping  that  our  township  may  be  able  to  forward  you  a 
more  favorable  report  as  year  after  year  is  numbered  with  the  past, 
and  that  a  greater  interest  will  be  manifested  in  our  schools  by  patrons 
and  trustees. 

C.  S.  HALEY, 
Town  Superintendent, 
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SOUTH  AMBOY. 

I  have  filled  up  your  series  as  well  as  I  could,  but  am  sorry  to  say 
our  township  lias  not  raised  any  township  school  money  this  year,  on 
the  account  of  our  tax  being  so  heavy  the  last  year.  So  our  schools 
do  not  stand  as  fair  as  they  did  last  year,  but  still  they  go  on  very 
well,  but  I  think  they  would  do  better  if  each  district  could  have  the 
privilege  of  raising  their  own  school  money  and  saying  what  the 
amount  should  be,  then  there  would  be  a  strife,  one  to  beat  the  other, 
then  I  think  they  would  be  all  free.  I  could  not  send  you  a  list  of 
our  teachers,  but  we  have  done  so  well  we  manufacture  our  own 
teachers  principally,  so  there  is  a  strife  who  shall  be  the  teachers,  es¬ 
pecially  among  the  females,  so  no  more  at  present,  w'e  will  try  to 
attend  more  strictly  for  the  future. 

TIMOTHY  WOOD, 
Treasurer  of  the  School  Coynmittee. 


SOUTH  BRUNSWICK. 

The  schools  of  South  Brunswick  township  have  undergone  but  very 
little  change  during  the  past  year.  I  have  but  little  information  to 
furnish  in  addition  to  my  statistical  report,  which  you  will  find,  in 
some  respects,  imperfect,  owing,  in  a  measure,  to  many  of  our  schools 
not  keeping  registers.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  are  few 
teachers  in  the  township  but  would  willingly  supply  the  town  super¬ 
intendent  with  all  necessary  information  in  regard  to  the  time  of 
attendance,  &c.,  were  they  duly  supplied  wuth  blank  registers.  Our 
schools  still  continue  in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  and  are  generally 
conducted  by  competent  teachers,  twelve  of  which  are  male,  and  eight 
female.  The  school  buildings  for  the  most  part,  are  good.  For  fur¬ 
ther  particulars  I  refer  you  to  series  Nos.  1  and  2.  Many  of  our 
schools  are  without  Yfebster’s  dictionary  and  Lippincott’s  gazetteer; 
can  there  not  be  some  of  them,  at  least,  supplied  ? 

H.  S.  CLOW, 

Town  Superintendent. 


WOODBRIDGE. 

In  making  this,  my  second  annual  report  of  the  schools  in  the 
township  of  Woodbridge,  I  find  but  little  to  say  in  addition  to  the 
information  already  furnished  in  series  Nos.  1  and  2.  All  the  public 
schools  in  the  township,  fourteen  in  number,  have  been  in  operation 
during  the  year,  except  three  that  were  closed  daring  the  winter. 
The  schools  are  mostly  free  for  the  time  which  they  are  kept  open ; 
five  are  taught  by  males,  and  nine  by  females;  four  are  from  the  state 
Normal  School.  In  addition  to  our  public  schools  we  have  three 
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private  scliools  in  the  township,  one  in  the  village  of  Woodbridge  and 
two  in  Metuchin,  where  the  higher  branches  of  education  are  taught. 
There  has  been  no  special  change  in  school  books  or  school  houses ; 
ten  of  the  school  houses  are  in  good  repair ;  four  are  old,  and  should 
have  new  ones  erected  in  their  places.  A  majority  of  the  teachers 
are  the  same  as  last  year;  all  have  a  certificate  of  license,  and  ap¬ 
pear  generally  to  be  well  qualified  for  their  business.  Registers  are 
kept  in  all  the  schools.  The  average  number  of  months  schools  have 
been  kept  open  is  ten  and  a  half.  The  salary  of  male  teachers  per 
year  is  $376,  females  $220.  The  whole  number  of  children  reported 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  is  eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
three ;  number  attending  school  five  hundred  and  fifty  five.  The 
amount  of  money  raised  this  year  by  the  township  is  two  dollars  per 
scholar;  full  amount  for  the  township  $2,286;  amount  received 
from  the  state  $447  86  ;  interest  from  surplus  revenue  $98  ;  interest 
from  township  fund  $280 ;  raised  in  district  No.  4  by  special  tax 
$400 ;  sum  total  for  the  year  $3,693  85. 

LUTHER  J.  TAPPED, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MONMOUTH  COUNTY. 


FREEHOLD. 

I  herewith  send  you  a  report  of  the  public  schools  in  this  township 
for  the  year  ending  December  15,  1863.  School  is  now  open  in  all 
the  districts,  with  an  increasing  interest  on  the  part  of  the  patrons  to 
have  their  children  properly  educated. 

Schools  have  been  kept  open. twelve  months,  allowance  being  made 
for  vacations,  in  districts  Nos.  1,  3,4,  7  and  11;  nine  months  in  Nos. 
2  and  5,  and  six  months  in  No.  6.  The  whole  number  of  children  in 
the  township  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  as  reported  by 
the  trustees  of  the  several  districts  is  1,181,  an  increase  of  103  over 
last  year;  of  this  number  115  are  colored,  an  increase  of  17  over 
last  year.  There  are  eight  entire  districts  in  this  township,  all  of 
which  are  supplied  with  good,  faithful,  laborious  teachers  who  are 
progressive  in  their  methods  of  imparting  instruction  to  the  children 
committed  to  their  care.  This  township  furnishes  parts  of  four  dis¬ 
tricts  in  adjoining  townships. 

The  state,  county  and  township-  money,  which  will  be  received 
during  the  year  will  be  sufficient  to  make  all  districts  except  one  free 
for  the  time  they  usually  keep  the  schools  open.  All  the  districts 
are  improving  in  this  respect. 
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The  amount  of  money  paid  into  my  hands  since  the  15th  of  De¬ 
cember  last  by  Wrn.  B.  Sutphin,  township  collector,  is  $2,5(’0  town¬ 
ship  money,  raised  by  tax  for  school  purposes;  §111  19  state  money; 
§308  03  county  surplus  money,  and  §570  raised  by  tax  for  repairing 
Ereehold, Academy,  all  of  which  has  been  appropriated  to  the  several 
districts. 

During  the  past  summer  there  has  been  quite  an  improvement 
made  in  Freehold  Academy  by  an  addition  of  sixteen  feet,  Avhich  was 
greatly  needed  in  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  scholars  who 
daily  attend  there.  Much  praise  is  due  to  the  trustees  for  the  judi¬ 
cious  manner  in  which  they  appropriated  the  money  for  that  purpose. 
There  has  also  been  a  good  lightning  rod  placed  upon  the  building. 

J.  W.  BARTLESON, 
Town  Superintendent. 


nOLMDEL.  ■ 

Aside  from  the  information  already  communicated  in  answering 
your  series  of  questions,  I  have  nothing  of  special  interest  to  say. 

While,  as  a  community,  we  have  not  made  much  progress,  if  any, 
in  our  interest  in  common  school  education,  I  think  I  may  safely  say 
that  we  have  not  retrograded.  Though  we  have  raised  by  tax  for 
school  purposes  all  the  law  allows,  and  though  some  of  our  heaviest 
tax-payers  are  not  benefitted  directly  by  our  public  schools,  as  they 
either  send  their  children  elsewhere  to  school  or  have  none  to  send, 
still,  all  seem  to  acquiesce  in  the  school  tax. 

Public  sentiment  would  not  allow  any  person  to  be  a  teacher  who 
is  not  qualified  to  teach  reading,  WTiting,  arithmetic,  geography  and 
English  grammar.  These  branches  are  taught  in  each  of  our  public 
schools,  and  in  some  of  them  branches  of  a  higher  grade.  During 
the  past  year  the  number  of  months  in  the  aggregate,  that  school  has 
been  taught  in  our  school  houses  has  seldom  been  excelled  in  one 
year,  if  ever. 

Some  of  our  school  houses  are  far  from  being  what  they  should  be 
for  the  comfort  and  accommodation  of  teachers  and  scholars.  Doubt¬ 
less  the  school  houses  that  will  take  the  place  of  those  we  now  have 
will  be  superior.  The  public  school  houses  in  New  Jersey  in  the 
next  age  will  be  an  ornament  to  the  state. 

In  all  my  visits  to  the  schools  I  have  been  very  cordially  received 
by  the  teachers,  and  a  willingness  has  been  manifested  on  their  part 
to  aid  mein  becoming  acquainted  with  the  attainments  of  the  scholars. 

CHARLES  E.  WILSON, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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HOWELL. 

With  regard  to  ray  written  report  I  have  but  little  to  offer.  Every-. 
thing  connected  with  the  schools  in  our  township  seems  to  have  moved 
along  much  in  the  same  manner  as  usual.  I  think,  however,  that  the 
people  generally  have  evinced  a  stronger  interest  than  in  former 
years,  in  relation  to  the  cause  of  education.  This  is  certainly  true  of 
most  of  the  districts,  while  in  others  much  of  the  same  indifference 
has  been  apparent  as  in  the  past.  The  inhabitants  of  the  township 
tax  themselves  liberally  for  the  support  of  public  schools;  §2,000 
being  raised,  and  yet  after  said  schools  are  put  in  operation,  the 
people  of  some  of  the  districts  are  so  apathetic  about  the  education  of 
their  children,  that  they  keep  them  at  home,  or  if  they  send  at  all,  it 
is  with  so  much  irregularity  that  they  derive  but  little  advantage, 
thereby,  actually  refusing  to  receive  any  benefit  from  their  appropria¬ 
tions.  Very  inconsistent  action  but  nevertheless  true. 

Notwithstanding  these  things,  the  cause  of  common  school  educa¬ 
tion  is  still  growing  in  favor  among  all  classes,  and  as  a  legitimate 
consequence  a  corresponding  advancement  is  becoming  more  and  more 
apparent  among  the  children.  Contrasting  the  present  condition  of 
our  public  schools  with  those  of  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  we  find 
reason  to  be  proud  because  of  the  great  advancement  in  the  cause  of 
education.  In  view*  of  this  fact  we  should  put  forth  every  effort  in 
order  to  insure  still  greater  achievements  in  the  same  direction.  And 
although  we  are  called  upon  to  meet  the  demand  of  increased  taxes, 
brought  about  in  consequence  of  our  great  and  distressing  national 
difficulties,  we  should  at  the  same  time  not  forget  that  it  was  through 
the  influence  of  a  growing  intelligence  among  the  masses,  that  our 
beloved  institution  of  liberty  was  first  established,  and  that  it  is  to¬ 
day  through  the  influence  of  an  enlightened  public  sentiment,  that  we 
hope  to  sustain  and  perpetuate  it. 

JOS.  B.  GOODENOUGH, 

Toivn  Superintendent, 


MALAYAN. 

District  No.  1,  contains  one  hundred  and  eleven  children.  School 
open  about  nine  months.  Out  of  the  one  hundred  and  eleven  children 
in  the  district,  only  about  fifty  have  attended  school,  the  averao-e 
daily  attendance  being  but  twenty.  This  school  during  the  year  has 
had  three  different  teachers,  the  result  of  such  frequent  changes  of 
course  cannot  be  favorable,  consequently  but  little  more  can  be  said 
than,  that  the  school  has  been  for  a  short  time  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
P.  Byrne,  an  old  and  experienced  teacher,  and  it  is  hoped  that  under 
his  management  the  school  will  be  much  improved.  (No  report  re¬ 
ceived  from  this  district.) 

District  No.  2,  this  district  has  one  hundred  and  forty-one  white 
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children  and  eleven  colored.  School  open  all  the  year.  But  seventy- 
four  of  the  "white  children  have  attended  school,  and  none  of  the 
colored.  The  average  daily  attendance  about  twenty-eight.  The 
amount  charged  for  tuition  over  and  above  the  public  money  is  $1.00 
p)er  quarter,  a  very  small  part  of  "which  however  is  collected.  The 
teacher  receiving  but  $250.00  for  his  services.  The  condition  of  this 
school  may  be  inferred  from  this  fact. 

District  No.  3,  in  ttiis  district  there  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
white  and  fourteen  colored  children.  This  school  also  has  been  open 
all  the  year.  Ninety-three  white  and  two  colored  children  have  at¬ 
tended  school,  the  average  attendance  being  fifty-four.  The  charge 
for  tuition  over  and  above  the  public  money  $1.00  per  quarter,  ex¬ 
cepting  three  months,  the  public  money  being  expended,  the  whole 
tuition  w’as  charged,  viz.,  $2.50  per  quarter.  This  school  is  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  H.  Friar,  an  experienced  and  efficient  teacher,  and 
is  one  of  the  best  district  schools  in  the  township. 

District  No  4,  contains  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  -white  and 
t"vventy-nine  colored  children.  There  are  two  schools  in  this  district, 
one  of  them  has  been  open  the  entire  year,  the  other  about  six  months. 
In  one  of  these  schools  pupils  are  prepared  to  enter  college.  Trustees 
are  elected  in  the  usual  manner,  yet  neither  of  these  are  properly 
district  schools.  Still  there  being  no  other  schools  in  the  district,  the 
public  money  has  hitherto  been  appropriated  to  them.  One  hundred 
and  twenty-four  children  have  attended  these  schools  (no  colored,) 
with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  eighty- eight.  There  are  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  these  schools  children  from  the  other  districts  or  parts  of 
the  township.  The  charge  for  tuition  over  and  above  the  public 
money  is  an  average  of  $3.00.  Teachers  salary  $400,  that  is  for 
common  English  branches. 

District  No.  5,  is  a  section  attending  a  school  on  the  border  of 
another  township  (formerly  belonging  to  this.)  The  trustees  reside 
in  Matavan  township  and  the  school  is  principally  sustained  from 
thence.  Number  of  children  in  this  section,  fifty-three,  of  these 
about  forty  have  attended  school,  "v»’ith  an  average  daily  attendance 
of  twenty-four.  Charge  for  tuition  over  an  above  public  money,  one 
dollar.  This  school  has  been  kept  open  all  the  year,  "with  a  change 
of  teachers  (nearly  always  operating  unfavorably,)  is  at  present  in 
charge  of  a  lady  (Mrs.  N.  P.  Miller,)  who  seems  "well  fitted  for  her 
station.  The  neatness  of  this  school-house  is  "VN'orthy  of  particular 
notice.  (Teachers’  report  from  district  incomplete.) 

District  No.  G.  A  small  section,  containing  but  t"v\'elve  children, 
and  from  which  no  report  has  been  received. 

From  the  foregoing  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  Matavan  town¬ 
ship  numbers  five  hundred  and  seventy- four  white  and  fifty-four 
colored  children.  Of  the  wliite  children,  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine,  or  about  two-thirds,  have  attended  school,  and  of  these  not  more 
4han  half  have  attended  regularly.  Of  the  fifty-four  colored  children, 
but  two  have  attended  school,  and  until  some  arrangement  can  be 
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made  whereby  they  can  he  taught  separately,  it  is  evident  that  this 
class  will  be  in  a  great  measure  neglected.  The  irregularity  of  at¬ 
tendance  pertains  not  so  much  to  the  schools  in  the  village  as  to  the 
surrounding  country  districts,  where,  in  very  many  instances,  the 
parents  seem  to  think  more  of  the  trifling  gains  resulting  from  the 
labor  of  the  child,  than  of  the,  to  the  child,  invaluable  benefits  of 
education.  In  a  few  instances,  perhaps,  it  may  be  a  necessity,  but 
generally  it  is  the  result  of  a  want  of  proper  appreciation  of  the  im¬ 
portance  and  value  of  education.  In  too  many  cases,  nothing  but  a 
law,  compelling  people  to  send  their  children  to  school,  will  secure  to 
the  children  this  blessing.  There  is,  however,  an  improvement  in  the 
public  feeling,  which,  though  slow,  will,  if  properly  influenced,  result 
in  permanent  good. 

Without  doubt  there  is  much  depending  on  the  efficiency  of  the 
school  officers ;  and  Town  Superintendents,  if  men  of  the  right  stamp, 
may  do  very  much  toward  forwarding  the  cause  of  education.  Indeed, 
much  depends  on  their  faithfulness ;  and  they  should  be  clothed  with 
authority  to  control  and  direct  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  schools,  independent  of  narrow  minded  and  often  igno¬ 
rant  trustees. 

ALEX.  H.  HARRIS, 
Town  Superintendent > 


MIDDLETOWN, 

In  transmitting  the  report  from  this  township,  I  will  say  that,  in 
my  opinion  the  statistics  are  very  imperfect,  although  I  have  given 
answers  to  all  your  questions.  On  visiting  the  schools  soon  after  my 
election  to  the  town  superintendency  last  spring,  I  found  but  three 
registers  in  all  the  schools  of  the  township,  one  of  those  was  imper¬ 
fectly  kept,  another  had  lain  useless  in  the  teacher’s  desk  for  three 
years,  and  the  third  was  kept  wuth  some  degree  of  accuracy.  I  im¬ 
mediately  procured  registers  (although  without  authority  and  at  my 
own  risk,)  and  I  sent  them  to  the  teachers,  informing  them  that,  the 
penalty  for  refusing  or  neglecting  to  keep  them  as  the  law  directs, 
was  the  forfeiture  of  all  pay  for  their  services.  Our  Legislature 
undoubtedly  contemplated  full  and  accurate  school  statistics,  but  they, 
in  my  opinion,  made  a  great  mistake  in  intrusting  the  trustees  with 
the  duty  of  furnishing  the  schools  with  registers,  instead  of  the  town 
superintendents.  Trustees  in  most  cases,  failing  to  see  the  utility  of 
the  thing,  and  not  feeling  in  any  way  responsible  for  remissness  or 
neglect  of  duty,  and  the  teacher  not  thinking  it  his  duty  to  supply  his 
school  with  registers  at  his  own  expense,  the  superintendents  are 
obliged  to  approximate,  in  fact  to  guess  at  what  should  be  certainity. 
Should  not  our  school  law  be  so  amended  as  to  authorize  town  super¬ 
intendents  to  purchase  registers  for  the  teachers,  and  charge  them  to 
the  several  schools  under  their  charge,  thus  making  them  the  property 
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of  tlie  districts,  and  not  of  the  teachers.  They  would  then  always  he 
accessible  to  the  town  superintendent,  trustees,  parents,  and  others 
interested,  and  would  aflbrd  a  correct  record  of  the  school  from  year 
to  year.  I  hope  to  see  in  your  next  annual  report  the  attention  of 
our  Legislature  drawn  to  this  slight  alteration  in  the  school  law;  as 
it,  in  my  humble  opinion,  would  certainly  secure  greater  accuracy,  and 
save  the  State  and  town  superintendents  a  great  amount  of  unneces¬ 
sary  labor,  which  they  are  now  obliged  to  perform. 

Upon  inquiry  I  find  that,  with  but  few  exceptions  our  schools  are 
neither  visited  by  trustees  or  parents;  both  alike  manifest  a  perfect 
indifierence.  The  teachers  are  left  to  pursue  the  “  even  tenor  of 
their  way,”  unheeded,  uncared  for.  The  inhabitants  seem  to  be  too 
intently  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  the  almighty  dollar,  to  spare  time 
to  attend  to  the  best  interests  and  future  welfare  of  their  cliildren. 

Our  school  houses  are  mostly  in  a  dilapidated  condition ;  they  have, 
however,  three  or  four  quite  respectable  houses  which  have  recently 
been  repaired,  one  of  which  has  recently  been  enlarged.  Most  of 
our  schools  have  play  grounds,  if  a  part  of  the  highway  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  such  ;  with  but  one  exception  the  houses  are  set  directly 
on  the  side  of  public  roads,  with  little  or  no  back  yards.  We  endeavor 
to  have  as  much  uniformity  in  our  school  books  as  possible.  Those 
in  general  use,  are  Sander’s  speller  and  analysis  of  English  words. 
National  readers,  Thompson’s  and  Davies  arithmetics,  Colton’s  and 
Monteith’s  geography.  Brown’s  grammar,  Guernsey  history  of  the 
United  States  and  Davies  algebra. 

Teachers  everywhere  complain  of  the  irregularity  in  the  attendance 
of  their  pupils.  You  will  observe  that,  out  of  one  thousand  three 
hundred  children  in  our  township  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen, 
only  nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  have  attended  school  at  any  time 
during  the  year,  and  of  the  994,  only  one  hundred  and  one  have 
attended  ten  months.  The  daily  average  attendance  being  only  four 
hundred  and  eighteen,  would  give  you  about  thirty-two  to  each  school ; 
thus  we  see  that  more  than  one-half  of  those  that  pretend  to  attend 
school  are  absent  every  day,  yet  how  often  do  we  hear  words  of  dis¬ 
satisfaction  and  bitter  complaint  against  even  the  most  faithful,  and 
conscientious  teachers,  for  the  slow  progress  which  their  pupils  make 
in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  Annexed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  the 
statistics  of  the  Middletown  school,  extracts  from  the  United  States 
Register,  published  by  myself.  If  every  school  of  the  State  could  be 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  register,  and  the  teachers  be  prevailed 
upon  to  keep  it  according  to  the  plan  designed,  I  think  you  would 
have  but  little  or  no  trouble  in  collecting  full  and  accurate  statistics, 
and  we  would  hear  i  o  more  complaints  from  town  superintendents  of 
their  inability  to  make  out  full  and  correct  annual  reports. 

D.  P.  VAN  BRACKLE, 

Town  Su^ermtendent. 
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OCEAN. 

The  schools  in  Ocean  township  are  in  a  cheering  condition,  in¬ 
creased  interest  being  evinced  by  both  teachers  and  pupils.  The 
number  of  children  having  arrived  at  a  schoolable  age  is  considerably 
in  advance  of  any  preceding  year,  thereby  rendering  our  schools  more 
efficient  in  training  the  young  ideas  to  shoot  than  the  older  ones  to 
use  their  skill  as  marksmen.  Heretofore  I  have  found  much  difficulty 
in  inducing  teachers  to  hand  in  their  reports  so  as  to  enable  the  su¬ 
perintendent  to  make  out  an  accurate  statement  for  the  state  super¬ 
intendent.  Last  spring  I  had  a  number  of  the  enclosed  questions 
printed,  which  were  distributed  to  each  district  with  requirement  to 
have  them  filled  and  handed  in  at  the  end  of  each  term.  The  plan 
has  worked  well.  In  some  of  the  districts,  some  parents  being  very 
sensitive  as  to  the  treatment  of  their  children  by  the  teachers,  I  also 
had  printed  a  series  of  regulations,  revised  from  an  old  form  used  in 
other  portions  of  this  state,  and  supplied  each  district  with  one 
alreadv  framed  for  han^in"  in  the  school  room.  Since  then  there 
have  been  fewer  objections  to  school  teachers’ methods  of  government. 

T.  G.  CHATTLE,  M.  H., 

ToLon  Superintendent. 


UPPER  FREEHOLD. 

I  know  of  but  little  to  add  to  my  former  reports  respecting  the 
schools  of  this  township.  They  are  probably  as  well  taught  and  as 
well  disciplined  as  the  majority  of  district  schools  throughout  the 
state,  and  yet  there  is  room  for  improvement.  Parents  and  trustees 
seem  to  be  anxious  that  competent  teachers  should  be  employed,  but 
the  views  of  a  majority  of  them  respecting  a  proper  remuneration  are 
rather  contracted.  The  attendance  in  two  of  the  districts  has  been 
greatly  lessened  by  the  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases. 

The  time  seems  to  have  come  when  every  township  in  the  state 
should  test  the  qualifications  of  the  Normal  School  teachers,  and  the 
reputed  superiority  of  their  system ;  and  since  their  graduates  are 
obliged  to  teach  two  years  in  the  state  it  would  seem  desirable  that 
they  should  receive  the  preference  when  trustees  are  selecting  teach¬ 
ers  for  the  schools.  After  an  establishment  of  a  series  of  years, 
the  Normal  School  is  yet  without  a  representative  graduate  in  our 
township. 

A.  ALEXANDER  HOWELL, 

Toion  Superintendent. 


RARITAN. 

Other  than  to  re-iterate  my  conviction  of  the  expediency  of  the 


134 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


suggestions  in  my  last  report,  I  have  but  little  to  add  in  this.  With 
some  commendable  exceptions,  the  grade  of  professional  excellence 
has  been  hardly  above  mediocrity  the  past  year.  It  is  to  be  regret¬ 
ted  that  the  Teachers’  Association  for  Monmouth  county  seems  to 
have  died  out.  This  society,  by  its  semi-annual  meetings,  was  the 
means  of  great  good.  The  Teachers’  Institute  is  kept  up,  and  with 
decidedly  beneficial  results.  The  best  evidence  of  their  worth,  so 
far  as  this  township  is  concerned,  is  found  in  this  fact,  that  our  best 
teachers  attend  them,  and  they,  assuredly,  are  the  best  qualified  to 
estimate  their  excellence.  It  is  to  me  matter  of  regret  that  I  cannot 
induce  all  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  so  generously  extended 
by  the  state. 

S.  LOCKWOOD, 

Toivn  Superintendent. 


WALL. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  our  schools  are  progressing.  The  people 
furnish  the  means  for  their  support  cheerfully.  I  have  visited  and 
examined  the  schools  carefully,  and  on  each  occasion  addressed  them, 
making  such  suggestions  as  my  judgment  dictated.  There  is  still  too 
little  interest  felt  by  the  parents  in  visiting  the  schools  and  encour¬ 
aging  the  teachers.  have  some  excellent  teachers,  devoted  to 

their  profession,  others  no  better  than  they  should  be ;  we  have  not 
yet  felt  the  influence  of  the  Normal  School.  Some  of  our  teachers 
find  fault  with  the  Teachers’  Institute  being  held  in  so  remote  a  part 
of  the  county ;  why  not  have  them  central  ? 

R.  LAIRD, 

Toiun  Superintendent. 


MORRIS  COUNTY. 


CHATHAM. 

Inclosed  please  see  statistical  report,  number  of  schools,  scholars, 
teachers,  &c.  The  Teachers’  Institute  held  in  Morristown,  com¬ 
mencing  September  28th,  was  attended  by  a  larger  number  of  teachers 
than  any  previous  one  held  in  the  county.  As  the  Superintendent  of 
that  township  will  no  doubt  make  honorable  mention  of  the  sessions 
and  lectures  of  that  institute,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  'write  par¬ 
ticularly  concerning  it ;  and  I  will  only  add  that  the  influence  of  in¬ 
stitutes  is  not  only  felt  for  good  on  all  the  teachers  in  attendance, 
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but  that  they  also  awaken  in  all  others  present  a  deeper  interest  in 
the  cause  of  education. 

IVe  have  some  competent,  working,  wide-awake  teachers ;  and 
where  we  have  these  there  are  no  tardy,  dull,  inattentive  scholars, 
but  all  are  interested,  all  are  Avide  awake.  e  are  patiently  waiting 
for  regularly  trained  teachers  from  the  Xormal  School ;  and  if  we  can 
have  even  one,  or  tAvo,  in  each  township,  their  superior  methods  of 
governing,  interesting  and  teaching  aaHI  have  a  beneficial  influence  on 
all  the  teachers  in  the  surrounding  districts.  Give  us  those  who 
make  teaching  their  profession,  and  let  them  be  amply  compensated, 
so  that  they  can  devote  all  their  time  and  talents  to  their  work ; 
those  AA’ho  keep  school  now  and  then  a  quarter,  simply  because  they 
have  nothing  else  to  do,  should  be  discarded  altogether.  Surely, 
there  is  no  profession  requiring  better  preparation,  higher  moral  and 
religious  Avorth,  than  he  aa’Iio  trains  the  immortal  mind.  Surely,  none 
should  be  better  paid  for  his  services  than  he  Avho,  by  diligence  and 
close  application  to  his  business,  has  become  a  truly  worthy  and  suc¬ 
cessful  teacher ;  for,  under  the  care  and  training  of  such  a  one,  a 
pupil  Avill  learn  more  in  a  few  terms  than  AA'ith  an  uneducated,  un¬ 
trained,  unskillful  hand  in  a  lifetime.  There  is  yet  remaining  in  the 
township  one  old,  weather-beaten  school  house,  in  appearance  “as  old 
as  the  hills,”  and  although  it  has  looked  for  years  as  if  it  might  fall 
down  some  time,  (a  school  house  never  was  known  to  fall  on  account 
of  its  great  age  or  Aveakness  of  its  joints,)  yet  still  it  stands  “  a  relic 
of  antiquity,”  and  Avith  noAv  and  then  a  nail  here  and  a  patch  there, 
it  may  stand  (we  fear  it  Avill,)  for  years  and  years  to  come.  All  the 
others  are  respectable,  some  of  them  very  much  so. 

Now,  sir,  Avhen  Arill  the  time  come  for  every  old  barn-like  school- 
house  in  our  State  to  be  taken  down,  and  every  incompetent,  unfaith¬ 
ful  teacher  to  be  removed  ?  Why,  just  as  soon  as  the  people,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  wake  up  out  of  their  long  easy  carelessness  and 
unconcern,  feel  deeply  that  the  manner  in  which  our  common  schools 
are  managed,  to  a  great  extent,  is  trifling,  reckless  trifling,  Avith  the 
precious  time  and  talents  of  their  children,  and  give  up  altogether  the 
ridiculous  idea  that  any  kind  of  a  shelter,  keeping  out  part  of  the 
Avind  and  rain,  will  do  for  a  school  house,  anybody  for  a  teacher,  pro¬ 
vided  he  works  for  low  Avages  (the  most  expensive  of  all  teachers), 
then,  and  not  till  then,  will  Ave  see  all  over  the  land  the  very  best 
kind  of  common  school  buildings,  and  in  them  those  who  are  in  every 
way  well  qualified  for  their  profession. 

S.  H.  WARD, 

Town  Superintendent. 


CHESTER. 

Inclosed  I  send  the  annual  report  of  the  schools  in  our  township, 
as  accurately  as  I  can  make  it.  I  placed,  last  spring,  a  book  in  each 
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school  district,  for  the  register  required  by  the  scliool  law,  and  copied 
in  it  the  form  of  registry  required.  If  this  book  is  properly  kept,  the 
Superintendent  will  be  better  enabled  to  make  his  annual  report  in 
future. 

Our  schools  are  seldom  taught  two  consecutive  terms  by  the  same 
teacher,  and  from  want  of  a  proper  register,  a  report  such  as  is  re¬ 
quired  has  been  almost  an  impossibility.  Our  schools  are  all  free, 
and  v/ith  one  exception  have  been  kept  open  about  eight  months  of 
the  year.  The  great  want  of  the  township  is  proper  school  houses. 
There  is  but  one  house  in  the  township  in  a  proper  condition,  and  two 
of  the  schools  are  suspended  for  the  present  winter,  on  account  of  the 
total  unfitness  of  the  houses.  The  teachers  generally  are  competent, 
and  so  far  as  I  can  see,  there  are  marks  of  improvement  in  their 
pupils,  as  I  visit  them  from  time  to  time. 

JAMES  F.  BREWSTER, 

Town  Superintendent. 


HANOVER. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  and  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  report  of  the  schools  in  the  township  of 
Hanover,  county  of  Morris.  I  have  visited  the  schools  about  once  a 
quarter,  and  in  all  cases  have  been  cordially  received  both  by  the 
teachers,  trustees  and  children.  They  have  shown  a  wdllingness  in 
whatever  seemed  likely  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  school 
and  advance  the  cause  of  education.  All  the  schools  are  at  present 
supplied  with  teachers,  who,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  are  intelligent  and 
well  qualified ;  they  appear  to  be  devoted  to  the  profession  in  which 
they  are  engaged,  and  labor  assiduously  for  the  advancement  of  the 
children  placed  under  their  care.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  teach¬ 
ers  of  this  township  were  well  represented  at  our  Teachers’  Institute, 
held  at  Morristown,  which  I  believe  wms  productive  of  great  good  to 
the  cause  of  education  in  this  township.  Hoping  the  cause  of  edu¬ 
cation  will  ever  prosper,  I  submit  this  brief  report. 

D.  R.  LOWRIE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


JEFFERSON. 

In  transmitting  to  you  my  annual  report  I  have  nothing  further  to 
say  than  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  district  have  very  little  in¬ 
terest  in  school  matters.  There  are  but  two  districts  that  keep  their 
schools  the  whole  year.  One  of  them  wdll  compare  with  any  other  in 
the  state;  they  have  kept  the  same  teacher  for  three  years,  and  have 
made  rapid  progress  in  all  of  their  studies.  It  has  been  quite  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  a  report  for  the  last  year,  on  account  of  the  change  of 
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teachers  in  the  districts.  I  think  the  people  are  beginning  to  see  the 
necessity  of  a  closer  attention  to  their  district  schools.  I  hope  the 
people  of  Jefferson  township  may  not  be  behind  any  other  in  educa¬ 
tional  matters. 

H.  F.  LYON, 

Toivn  Siiperintendent . 


MENDHAM. 


Enclosed  you  will  find  my  annual  report  of  the  number  of  scholars 
who  have  attended  school,  as  reported  to  me  by  the  trustees  of  the 
school  districts  of  ^lendham  township,  and  other  information,  as  you 
desired.  In  reorard  to  our  schools,  I  think  they  are  in  a  more  flour- 
ishing  condition  than  we  ought  to  expect,  taking  into  consideration 
the  little  interest  manifested  by  parents  in  the  education  of  their 
children.  The  good  condition  of  them  at  present  reflects  no  credit 
on  the  parents,  it  is  to  the  teachers  to  which  this  belongs,  all  of  them 
being  of  the  first  class,  active,  professional  teachers.  I  hope  the 
time  will  soon  come  when  parents  will  be  aroused  from  their  seeming 
lethargy,  and  to  consider  the  importance  of  education,  and  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  that  rests  on  them,  and  say  we  will  have  good  schools 
and  good  school  houses,  and  will  send  our  children  regularly  to  them, 
and  we  will  go  and  visit  them.  When  parents  thus  make  up  their 
minds  we  shall  not  see  our  school  houses  only  half  filled,  nor  on  en¬ 
tering  will  w’e  find  a  poorly  qualified,  inactive  teacher  wdio  is  merely 
teaching  to  pass  away  the  time,  but  instead  thereof,  we  shall  find  an 
active  person  who  makes  teaching  a  profession,  possessing  the  knowl 
edge  and  tact  sufficient  to  instruct  the  crowd  of  happy  children  who 
may  surround  him. 

J.  y.  MEXAGH, 

Town  Superintendent, 


MORKISTOWX. 


I  herewith  transmit  my  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in 
this  township  for  the  current  year.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  I  have 
full  returns  from  the  several  districts.  This  desirable  end  has  been 
attained  by  requiring,  before  payment  of  any  order  for  services,  that 
the  same  be  accompanied  by  a  full  report  up  to  the  date  of  the  order. 
Our  teachers  are  "well  qualified,  and  the  schools  in  good  condition. 
Six  applicants  for  schools  have  been  rejected  for  want  of  the  required 
•ijualifications. 

SAMUEL  F.  HEADLEY, 

Toivn  Superintendent. 
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The  schools  of  this  township  have  been  free  what  time  they  have 
been  kept  open.  Some  of  the  districts  have  money  enough  to  keep 
school  open  all  the  year,  and  a  surplus. 

The  schools  are  all  in  a  flourishing  condition.  They  arc  all  supplied 
with  teachers. 

Our  school  buildings  are  in  a  good  condition,  and  well  supplied  with 
suitable  furniture  and  other  necessary  appurtenances,  and  afford 
ample  accommodation  for  all  who  attend  school,  except  in  one  district 
which  needs  another  school-house. 

There  are  two  difficulties  in  the  township  which  I  am  trying  to  ob¬ 
viate.  One  is  the  inhabitants  do  not  visit  the  school  as  often  as  they 
ought  to ;  the  advantages  derived  from  parents  visiting  the  school  are 
very  great  to  the  scholars,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  name  them. 

The  other  difficulty  is  with  the  trustees,  they  do  not  visit  the  school 
as  often  as  they  should.  The  trustees  in  some  of  the  districts  think 
that  the  district  have  plenty  of  money,  and  consequently  they  must 
use  it  up;  and  in  order  to  do  it,  they  pay  a  considerable  more  salary 
to  teachers  than  is  necessary,  in  some  cases,  more  than  the  teachers 
ask,  instead  of  asking  the  teacher  what  he  asks  per  quarter,  they  (the 
trustees,)  will  often  say,  we  pay  so  much,  which  often  times  is  more 
than  the  teacher  expects;  in  some  cases  the  trustees  seem  to  say  by 
their  actions,  that  it  does  not  make  any  difference  to  us  how  much  we 
pay,  because  it  does  not  come  out  of  our  pocket.  And  the  parents 
seem  to  say,  because  the  money  does  not  come  directly  out  of  their 
pocket  to  pay  the  tuition  they  will  not  trouble  themselves  so  much 
about  the  school  as  they  would  do,  if  the  teacher  looked  to  them  for 
their  pay.  According  to  my  view  of  the  case,  the  trustees  ought  to 
be  just  as  saving  of  the  public  money  as  if  it  was  their  oAvn,  and  the 
irihibitants  ought  to  take  just  as  much  interest  in  the  schools,  as  they 
would  do  if  they  had  to  pay  their  own  school  bills  directly  out  of  their 
pocket. 

JOHN  E.  STICKLE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


^YAS^INGTOX. 

In  transmitting  my  annual  report,  I  am  happy  to  add  that  our 
schools  continue  in  a  fiourishing  condition.  Most  of  our  teachers  are 
of  those  good  “  whole  soulcd  ”  teachers,  who  have  the  good  of  their 
pupils  at  heart.  They  have  all  been  licensed  by  me,  as  we  have 
no  board  of  examiners  in  this  county. 

There  is  not  as  much  interest  manifested  by  the  people  in  educa¬ 
tional  affairs  as  I  should  like  to  see,  but  hope  the  time  is  not  very 
distant,  when  there  will  be  a  change  in  this  respect. 

I  have  found  some  difficulty  in  procuring  correct  lists  of  the  number 
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of  cliiklren  in  some  of  the  districts.  Some  trustees  are  so  anxious  to 
procure  a  good  share  of  the  public  funds,  that  they  number  more 
children  than  they  really  have  in  the  district.  Yfould  it  not  be  vrell  to 
have  an  act  passed  requiring  them  to  hand  in  their  reports  under 
oath  ? 

THEO.  NAUGHRIGHT, 

Town  Suferintendent 


OCEAN  COUNTY. 


BKICK. 


I  regret  to  say  schools  are  so  much  neglected.  We  as  a  people 
should  lay  aside  all  consideration  of  embarrassments  of  the  financial 
condition  of  aftairs,  and  lay  to  a  help  for  the  education  of  the  young, 
who  should  be  a  wise  people  and  a  happy  generation.  It  is  obligatory 
on  us  that  we  should  leave  to  our  children  a  lasting  donation,  the 
improvement  of  their  minds,  an  education  that  will  fit  them  for  future 
usefulness.  ’Tis  education,  the  means  of  increasing  intelligence  and 
forethought,  that  tends  to  lessen  crime  and  want.  The  Christian  is 
well  convinced  that  divine  truth  comes  with  force  and  effect  to  minds 
trained  to  examine  and  rellect.  A  republic  cannot  stand  firm  in 
spirit  or  name  unless  its  citizens  are  prepared  to  judge  intelligently 
of  public  men  and  public  means.  It  is  then  our  laws  can  be  enforced 
with  more  ease  and  promptness.  Intelligence  must  hereafter  be  the 
strength  of  our  nation,  and  not  war  and  the  sword. 

SAMUEL  S.  OSBORN, 
Toivn  Superintendent. 


DOVER. 

I  have  delayed  sending  my  report  and  the  answers  to  series  No.  2, 
in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  answer  more  of  the  questions.  I  have 
the  report  of  one  district  for  a  full  year,  and  altogether  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  but  four  reports,  some  of  which  are  defective.  Our  people  are 
anxious  to  have  good  schools,  and  the  trustees  take  an  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  seem  disposed  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  make  their 
*  schools  what  they  should  be.  I  think  that  the  next  report  will  show 
that  our  schools  are  improving.  Some  of  our  districts  have  been 
entirely  without  schools  since  their  formation.  This  year  our  school 
tax  is  as  large  as  the  law  permits,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  desire  to 
make  a  proper  use  of  the  money.  The  registers,  during  the  coming 
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year  will  be  properly  kept  or  the  licenses  will  be  taken  from  the 
teachers.  As  the  teachers  have  not  been  required  or  notified  to  keep 
registers  heretofore  they  have  neglected  to  do  so,  and  hence  the 
scanty  report  I  send.  We  have  a  few  good  teachers,  arid  the  chief 
reason  why  we  have  not  had  more  good  ones  is,  that  the  pay  has  been 
poor.  Our  schools  are  generally  well  attended  and  well  kept,  but 
our  school  houses  are  not  yet  what  they  should  be. 

S.  H.  SHREYE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


JACKSON. 

Another  year  has  rolled  around  without  much  change  in  the  con¬ 
dition  of  our  schools.  We  have  nine  districts  in  our  township,  all  of 
which  have  houses  to  teach  in,  but  two  are  not  owned  by  the  districts. 
Four  of  the  houses  owned  by  the  districts  are  in  a  very  good  condition ; 
three  of  the  others  are  not ;  the  one  at  Jackson’s  Mills  the  people 
are  trying  to  repair  so  as  to  make  it  comfortable.  Our  schools  got  in 
arrears  in  1860-61,  by  the  school  money  not  being  paid  as  it  should 
have  been ;  but  they  have  all  got  their  bills  settled,  or  nearly  so,  and 
they  intend  to  keep  them  settled  as  fast  as  they  become  due.  Teach¬ 
ers  seem  very  scarce  at  the  present  time.  Several  of  the  distr.cts 
wish  teachers  but  cannot  get  them. 

JOHN  CONINE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


STAFFORD. 

In  forwarding  to  you  my  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  this  town¬ 
ship,  I  have  but  little  to  add  to  my  statistical  report. 

The  public  schools  are  four  in  number,  three  of  which  have  been 
kept  open  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

Through  your  kindness  last  August,  we  secured  the  services  of  Mr. 
E.  0.  Probasco,  who  now  has  charge  of  the  public  school  at  Manna- 
hawkin.  The  school  numbers  nearly  one  hundred  scholars,  and  is  in 
a  flourishing  condition.  We  also  have  a  select  school  taught  by  a 
lady  from  Massachusetts,  who  has  given  entire  satisfaction,  and  bids 
fair  to  become  a  successful  teacher. 

The  community  at  large,  (notwithstanding  the  financial  affairs,  have 
rested  heavily  upon  them,)  have  taken  a  greater  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education,  than  for  several  years  previous.  Many  improvements 
have  been  made  in  and  around  the  school  buildings,  and  it  is  to  be* 
hoped  the  rising  generation  m,ay  be  improved  in  morals,  so  as  to  exert 
an  influence  for  the  good  of  our  country. 

J.  G.  CRANE, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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UXIOX. 

I  herewitli  transmit  the  annual  report  of  school  matters  in  this 
township  as  far  as  I  am  able,  though  very  far  from  being  perfect.  I 
am  constrained  to  say  that  there  is  not  the  interest  manifested  towards 
the  common  schools  of  our  township  as  I  should  desire,  yet  quite  an  in¬ 
terest  is  taken  in  educational  matters  by  many  of  our  people  by  send¬ 
ing  their  children  away  from  home  to  select  and  boarding  schools,  a 
much  larger  number  being  now,  and  have  been  the  past  year,  attend¬ 
ing  such  institutions  than  at  any  time  heretofore.  In  four  of  our 
districts,  schools  are  kept  open  three-quarters  in  the  year,  and  the 
laro-est  one  has  two  schools  therein.  The  other  two  districts  are  very 
small,  and  school  is  kept  open  only  as  long  as  they  can  get  a  teacher 
to  attend;  for  their  proportion  of  school  money,  which  sometimes 
one  quarter  and  often  less.  This  you  will  observe  is  the  reason  for 
the  loiv  average  of  time  our  schools  are  kept  open.  The  teachers 
employed  the  past  year  have  I  think,  given  general  satisfaction,  as  I 
have  heard  no  complaint,  and  some  of  them  I  know  to  have  been  well 
qualified  for  this  duty.  I  have,  however,  not  been  consulted  by  the 
trustees  of  a  single  district  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  teachers, 
consequently,  I  am  not  qualified  to  speak  understandingly  as  to  all 
of  them.  In  regard  to  school  registers,  I  should  recommend  that  each 
district  in  the  State  should  be  supplied  by  the  State  Superintendent 
at  the  expense  of  the  State;  as  without  one  it  is  impossible  to  make  a 
complete  return. 

JAS.  EDWARDS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PASSAIC  COUNTY. 


ACQUACKAXONK. 


I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  the  schools  of  Acquack- 
anonk  township  are  most  generally  in  a  prosperous  condition,  never 
more  so  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years  which  I  have  been  Superin¬ 
tendent.  We  have  able  and  competent  teachers,  wRo  labor  faithfully 
for  the  improvement  of  the  scholars.  Some  of  our  school  houses 
have  been  improved,  and  others  are  making  preparations  to  improve 
or  rebuild.  A  more  general  interest  is  felt  in  the  tuition  of  the  chil¬ 
dren.  The  districts  that  do  not  receive  enough  from  the  State  and 
township,  raise  funds  in  the  district  to  keep  the  schools  open  the 
whole  year.  If  the  State  fund  could  be  so  enlarged  as  to  make  them 
all  free,  it  would  be  very  desirable,  but  under  the  present  state  of  our 
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national  affairs  I  do  not  look  for  it,  but  hope  the  day  will  soon  come 
when  we  shall  again  he  one  unbroken  people,  and  a  greater  advance 
in  literature  will  be  the  great  end  and  aim  of  all  sections  of  our  land. 
The  Lord  grant  it. 

CORN’S  G.  VAN  RIPER, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MANCHESTER. 

Enclosed  please  find  report  for  the  current  year.  The  teachers 
engaged  in  our  township  are  all  capable  of  advancing  their  pupils, 
and  evince  good  judgment  and  discretion  in  the  education  of  their 
scholars ;  and  the  children  seem  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  their 
studies,  and  all  work  harmoniously  and  satisfactorily. 

JOHN  W.  REA, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PATERSON. 

I  have  furnished  you  with  the  statistical  report  required.  In  addi¬ 
tion  I  am  happy  to  say,  with  regard  to  our  schools,  that  there  is 
nothing  of  a  retrograde  character ;  that  they  are  in  a  flourishing  con¬ 
dition,  so  far  as  buildings,  furniture,^  books,  competency  of  teachers, 
number  of  pupils,  discipline,  order,  gradation  and  thorough  instruction 
are  concerned.  The  members  of  the  board  of  education  are  regu¬ 
larly  elected,  a  fair  appropriation  of  money  is  made  by  the  common 
council,  the  taxes  are  paid,  teachers  are  employed  who  faithfully  do 
their  duty,  and  the  books  show  a  large  attendance ;  but  this  attend¬ 
ance  is  very  irregular.  Those  scholars  whose  attendance  is  tolerably 
punctual,  show  more  than  ordinary  improvement,  and  the  standard  of 
scholarship  is  above  the  average ;  those  leaving  our  schools  to  attend 
others,  are  among  the  first  of  their  grade ;  all  this  speaking  well  for 
their  capacity,  for  the  teachers,  and  for  the  system.  During  the  last 
two  years,  a  large  number  of  pupils  of  both  sexes  have  left  school  at 
an  earlier  age  than  usual,  to  supply,  in  part,  the  places  of  those  young 
men  who  have  shown  their  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  our  armies  for 
the  defence  of  their  country.  Several  private  schools  are  'well  sup¬ 
ported.  This,  by  some  of  the  friends  of  popular  education,  is  looked 
upon  as  a  discouraging  fact ;  but  I  cannot  see  it  in  that  light.  The 
truth  is,  the  public  schools  have  thoroughly  disseminated  the  seed, 
which,  in  a  great  variety  of  ways,  is  bringing  forth  a  rich  harvest  of 
fruit ;  the  tone  of  public  sentiment  has  been  elevated,  and  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  scholarship  is  much  higher  in  every  grade  of  society  than  it 
was  ten  years  ago — before  the  establishment  of  the  present  system  of 
schools.  Within  this  period  a  number  of  young  men  have  entered 
college  from  the  city,  nearly  all  of  whom  prepared  in  the  High 
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School,  receiving  private  instruction  from  the  Principal  in  such 
studies  as  are  not  taught  in  the  school.  The  great  object  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  school  system  is,  that  all  be  thoroughly  educated.  If  this  end  be 
attained,  the  friends  of  the  system  have,  in  my  opinion,  good  cause 
to  be  thankful. 

The  irregular  attendance  and  indifference  on  the  part  of  a  large 
number  of  pupils — either  of  which  is  a  calamity  to  any  school — is 
mainly  attributable  to  the  fact,  that  the  parents  and  people  fail  to  do 
their  whole  duty.  They  neglect  to  show  that  interest  in  the  matter 
which  the  cause  deserves  and  demands.  They  neglect  the  schools — 
seldom,  if  ever,  visit  them  ;  hence,  from  their  own  knowledge,  cannot 
give  an  encouraging  word  for  the  schools  or  the  system  to  pupils  and 
parents,  and  cannot  meet  croakers  with  facts  and  arguments,  siuiply 
from  neglect  and  consequent  ignorance. 

Their  only  knowledge  comes  from  those  pupils  who,  from  some 
cause,  color  too  highly  the  merits  of  their  teachers  and  schools,  or 
from  those  disaffected  ones  who,  from  interested  motives,  wilfully  and 
maliciously  misrepresent.  This  is  wrong ;  the  people  are  interested, 
and  should  manifest  this  interest  by  visiting  the  schools  and  encour¬ 
aging  both  teachers  and  pupils.  They  should  become  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  teachers,  and  the  system  in  all  its  workings,  that 
errors,  if  any,  may  be  eradicated,  and  improvements  suggested  in 
keeping  with  the  age ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the  teachers  be 
appreciated  and  inspirited  to  do  their  work,  the  ambition  of  the 
pupils  raised  to  a  proper  degree  of  zeal,  and  our  public  schools  fulfill 
the  purpose  for  which  the  noble  system  was  established. 

S.  C.  nOSFORD, 

City  Superintendent. 


POMPTOX. 

* 

Please  find  with  this  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  Pompton  towmship  for  the  year  1863. 

While  it  would  afford  me  pleasure  to  report  increased  interest  in 
the  subject  of  education  among  our  people  and  greater  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  our  schools,  I  am  able  to  sav  that  a  review  of  the 
past  year  is  rather  encouraging. 

School  has  been  kept  open  in  each  of  our  districts  at  least  a  part 
of  the  year,  and  the  scholars  appear  to  be  improving.  I  report 
S192.75,  as  the  amount  received  from  tuition;  this  was  paid  in  two 
ditsricts.  In  the  other  districts  the  schools  have  been  free ;  i.  e. 
school  has  been  kept  open  as  long  as  the  public  money  would  pay  the 
teacher’s  salary.  It  is  a  gratifying  fact  that  one  thousand  dollars  tax 
is  assessed  and  raised  in  our  township  for  the  support  of  schools,  this 
enables  even  the  smaller  districts  to  have  school  a  part  of  the  time  ; 
my  desire  and  effort  is  to  convince  the  people  of  these  districts  that  it 
would  be  to  their  interest  and  that  of  their  children  to  sustain  school 
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the  whole  year  by  paying  the  requisite  amount  of  tuition  ;  but  the 
reply  is,  “  our  tax  is  heavy,  &c.,”  and  it  is  hard  to  prevail  against 
the  dollar  ai’gumcnts. 

JAS.  E.  RERNART, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WEST  MILFORD. 

Agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  I  return  your  second 
series  of  questions  with  answers  annexed,  which  I  presume  are  in  the 
main  correct ;  yet  wdth  your  definition  of  the  question  before  me,  it 
is  difficult  to  give  a  correct  answ^er  to  the  fifteenth  question,  asking 
the  terms  of  tuition  per  quarter,  for  about  half  the  districts  in  the 
township  pay  no  tuition  at  all  and  keep  the  schools  open  only  for 
such  time  as  the  public  money  will  pay  for,  while  the  rest  pay  from 
seventy-five  cents  to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  quarter  for 
tuition,  yet  in  the  answers  I  have  sent,  I  have  given  the  average  of 
all  the  districts. 

It  happens  'we  have  but  few  teachers  employed  at  present,  as  a 
number  of  districts  have  become  vacant  at  present  and  have  not  yet 
been  opened  for  the  winter ;  you  will  see  by  the  answers  to  the  ques¬ 
tions  sent  me,  that  the  state  of  the  schools  are  about  the  same  as 
when  I  sent  my  last  report,  we  raise  the  same  amount  by  tax  in  the 
township,  and  there  is  considerable  interest  manifested  in  most  of  the 
districts  in  the  cause  of  education. 

HORACE  LARGE, 
Tow71  Superintendent. 


SALEM  COUNTY. 


ELSINBORO. 

Our  schools  have  been  taught  since  I  have  been  elected  (which  w'as 
last  spring,)  by  faithful  and  efficient  teachers.  There  is  not  sufficient 
interest  taken  by  the  patrons  in  the  cause  of  education. 

The  colored  children  go  to  a  neighboring  towmship  to  school,  and 
receive  a  portion  of  the  public  money,  and  are  taught  by  a  colored 
female.  Our  school  houses  are  generally  in  fair  order,  I  know  of 
no  improvement  needed,  except  to  make  one  more  district. 

JOSHUA  THOMPSON, 
Toivn  Superintendent. 
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LOWER  PENN’S  neck. 

In  visiting  the  schools  which  are  under  my  charge,  I  am  pleased  to 
find  they  are  better  disciplined  than  in  former  years,  the  result,  I 
firmly  believe  is  from  employing  competent  lady  teachers.  Their 
kind,  firm  mode  of  government  has  been  highly  beneficial  in  re¬ 
storing  our  schools  to  better  order,  which,  in  my  estimation,  is  one 
of  the  first  and  most  important  points  to  be  attained;  without  this,  it 
is  next  to  impossible,  for  even  the  attentive  pupil  to  study  properly. 

All  five  of  our  schools  were  taught  during  the  spring,  summer,  and 
fall  terms,  hv  female  teachers.  Four  of  the  schools  have  com- 
menced  the  winter  term  with  male  teachers,  and  the  fifth  is  soon  to  be 
reopened.  The  cause  of  this  change  is  owing  in  part  to  the  majority 
of  the  trustees  still  adhering  to  their  former  opinions  in  favor 
of  male  teachers,  as  best  calculated  for  the  winter  session.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  but  just,  for  those  who  have  so  faithfully  labored  with 
success  through  the  long  hot  summer  days,  should  still  have  the 
schools  the  remaining  part  of  the  year.  Our  State  formal  School 
has,  and  will  still  prove  a  great  blessing,  by  fitting  well  trained 
teachers  for  our  public  schools.  It  is  my  sincere  wush,  that  Institu¬ 
tion  mav  be  continued  and  have  a  lar^e  share  of  prosperity. 

DANIEL  J.  GARRISON, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MANNING  TON. 

I  have  visited  the  schools  in  the  township,  [according  to  law,  but  it 
is  difficult  for  me  to  give  a  correct  report,  as  the  registers  of  the 
schools  are  so  imperfectly  kept,  although  I  have  requested  the  trustees 
and  teachers  to  have  the  registers  kept  according  to  law.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  there  is  not  that  interest  manifested  for  district  schools, 
as  I  think  there  should  be ;  many  persons  in  our  township  send  their 
children  to  the  adjacent  towns,  instead  of  supporting  their  district 
schools. 

J.  R.  HACKETT, 
Totvn  Superintendent. 


pilesgrove. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  give  correct  answers  to  your  questions,  as 
we  have  in  many  schools  females  for  teachers  in  the  spring  and  sum¬ 
mer,  and  males  in  fall  and  winter.  So  many  changes  gives  me  much 
trouble  to  collect  the  transactions  of  the  different  schools  even  in  an  im¬ 
perfect  form.  The  school-houses  are  generally  in  good  repair  and 
are  kept  cleanly,  although  in  the  farming  districts,  the  interio  -s  of 
some  of  them  are  quite  ancient.  Our  teachers  are  as  good  and  effi  jient 
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as  can  be  expected  for  tbe  compensation  they  receive.  We  Lave  in 
this  township  three  schools  for  colored  children,  one  of  them  under 
the  care  of  the  Union  African  Church,  two  in  tbe  regular  school  dis¬ 
tricts  with  other  schools;  they  have  their  own  visiting  trustees,  but 
subject  to  the  legally  appointed  trustees  of  said  districts,  and  have 
their  qouta  of  school  money  paid  over  to  them  by  tbe  order  of  said 
legal  trustees.  I  will  here  remark  that,  I  am  astonished  at  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  those  colored  children  in  their  studies,  under  quite  indifferent 
teachers,  and  governed  rod  in  hand.  I  am  satisfied  that  under  good 
and  efficient  teachers  they  could  acquire  a  good  business  education. 
I  further  believe  that,  some  of  them  with  proper  training  would  ad¬ 
vance  sufficiently  to  make  classical  scholars. 

JAMES  WOOLMAN, 
Town  Superintendent. 


UPPER  ALLOWAY's  creek. 

The  schools  in  our  township  have  been  kept  open  the  past  year  ten 
months,  and  they  are  all  free.  We  have  ten  whole  districts  and  four 
parts  of  districts,  but  the  largest  number  of  the  scholars  (in  part  of 
districts)  is  from  our  township,  and  the  school  houses  of  the  same  are 
located  in  said  township.  We  have  four  Normal  teachers  and  the 
balance  are  part  Normal,  having  attended  the  school  one  and  in  some 
cases  two  terms.  The  schools  are  all  in  a  good  healthy  condition,  and 
the  taxable  inhabitants  are  willing  to  be  taxed  to  support  the  same. 
Enclosed  you  will  find  the  form  of  blanks  that  I  use  to  give  to  the 
teachers,  also  the  form  of  license,  &c. 

WILLIAM  HOUSE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


UPPER  PITTSCROVE. 

I  think  a  growing  interest  is  manifested  in  some  districts,  as  shown 
by  a  call  for  competent  teachers,  and  a  greater  willingness  to  render 
a  suitable  compensation. 

I  believe  that  the  efficiency  of  our  system  of  common  schools  has 
been  and  still  is,  greatly  impaired  by  an  unnecessary  multiplication 
of  school  districts,  and  that  a  reduction  of  the  number  in  this  tOTvn- 
ship  to  four  fifths  of  the  present  number,  would  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  schools  and  the  cause  of  education ;  no  error  is  more 
prevalent,  or  more  frequently  complained  of  by  those  whose  extensive 
observation  has  enabled  them  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  than  the  formation  of  small,  weak,  inefficient  districts;  too  much 
importance  is  frequently  attached  to  the  abridged  distance  which  the 
children  in  such  districts  are  required  to  walk,  and  too  little  conse- 
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quence  to  the  low  and  feeble  condition  of  the  schools  usuallj  main¬ 
tained  in  such  districts. 

Is.  G.  SWING, 

Town  Siq^erintendent. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY. 


BERNARDS. 

The  public  schools  in  Bernards  township,  have  on  the  whole  been 
better  sustained  during  the  year  now  closing  than  for  eight  or  ten 
years  past,  five  of  our  schools  have  been  kept  open  all  the  year,  and 
the  other  three  nine  months  each,  allowance  being  made  for  vacations, 
the  teachers  have  performed  their  duties  faithfully,  most  of  them 
manifesting  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  this  work,  and  a  very  cre¬ 
ditable  devotion  to  it.  The  greatest  deficiency  is  the  want  of  proper 
interest  on  the  part  of  parents; and  patrons,  seldom  do  they  visit  the 
schools,  or  make  particular  inquiries  about  them,  the  trustees  even 
are  sadlv  negligent  in  this  respect. 

JOHN  C.  RANKIN, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


.  BRANCHBURG. 

The  interest  manifested  by  the  people  of  Branchburg  in  educational 
affairs  has  not  particularly  increased  since  my  last  report ;  yet  we  do 
not  feel  discouraged  or  consider  the  cause  on  the  decline.  The 
schools  of  the  township  are  all  in  operation  at  the  present  time  and 
will  probably  remain  so  during  the  year.  The  amount  of  money  for 
school  purposes  raised  by  tax  this  year,  is  one-third  larger  than  ever 
raised  before,  should  it  continue  thus  to  increase,  in  a  few  years  all 
the  schools  in  our  township  will  become  free  the  whole  year.  There 
have  been  no  changes  among  the  teachers  of  the  township  during  the 
past  year.  The  board  of  examiners  for  this  county  still  exists,  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  this  is  an  absolutely  necessary  institution  we  will  not  say. 
At  present  there  are  no  Normal  teachers  employed  in  our  township, 
the  particular  superiority  of  these  teachers  over  those  not  prepared 
at  the  State  Normal  School,  is  not  yet  discernible  by  the  citizens  of 
this  community,  nor  never  will  be  while  that  institution  is  conducted 
by  its  present  Principal.  No  doubt  but  that  this  institution  would 
accomplish  what  it  was  intended  to,  and  that  the  people  of  New 
Jersey  would  feel  proud  to  support  it,  could  it  be  managed  and 
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hroiiglit  imJcr  tlic  influence  of  intellectual  talent  like  that  of  a  Tlico. 
Frcelinghujsen  or  Horace  Mann,  of  a  Prof.  Page  or  Perkins. 

T.  YOSSELLER, 
Toivn  Superintendent. 


EKIDGEWATEn. 

There  is  no  material  change  in  the  educational  interests  of  this 
township  since  my  last  report.  Our  schools  are  all  in  good  condition 
and  have  been  in  operation  the  entire  year,  making  allowance  for  the 
usual  vacations. 

A  majority  of  the  teachers  have  been  one  year  or  more  in  the  same 
schools,  still  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  procure  a  correct  report  of  the 
attendance  &c.,  that  the  State  take  this  matter  in  hand  and  provide 
registers  for  every  district,  and  then  require  the  teacher  to  make  the 
proper  entries  in  the  same,  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  the  public 
money. 

A  majority  of  the  people,  as  is  the  case  almost  ever^^where,  are 
’.very  indifferent  to  the  interests  of  education  ;  while  we  have  some  in 
<everv  district,  whose  hearts  are  in  the  w^ork,  and  who  are  determined 
’to  elevate  the  standard  of  education  in  the  township,  and  thus  awaken 
.a  greater  interest  in  our  public  schools.  There  are  nine  school-houses 
in  the  towmship,  four  of  wFich  are  new,  and  well  adapted  to  the  wants 
ef  the  respective  districts,  three  of  the  others  are  in  very  good  order, 
while  the  other  two  should  be  replaced  by  more  modern  structures; 
we  have  also  a  very  good  building  in  Somerville  in  •which  a  colored 
school  is  kept  a.  large  portion  of  the  year. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  report  without  again  referring  to  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  a  State  enactment,  compelling  trustees  to  provide  registers, 
and  teachers  to  keep  them  properly,  so  that  the  future  reports  of 
Tov/n  Superintendents  may  be  correct  and  not  nearly  so. 

ORSON  C.  CONE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


FRANKLIN. 

In  forwarding  you  the  accompanying  statistics,  I  have  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  their  imperfection.  The  very  severe  trials  of  sickness  and 
death  which  my  congregation  has  been  called  to  pass  through  during 
the  summer  and  fall,  together  with  personal  affliction  have  so  occupied 
my  time  in  professional  duties,  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  pay  that 
attention  to  the  scliools  which  I  hoped  to  bestow  when  I  allow’ed  my¬ 
self  to  be  renominated  for  towm  superintendent.  I  have  done  what 
I  could,  and  the  result  of  my  observations  and  labors  reveals  the  fact 
that  our  schools  are  in  their  usual  condition,  enjoying  their  ordinary 
prosperity,  generally  furnished  with  capable  teachers  and  comfortable 
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accommodations ;  althougli  tlie  average  amount  of  tuition  received  bj 
the  children  in  the  to’.vnship,  still  falls  lamentably  short  of  what  we 
think  it  ought  to  be  ;  I  have  not  been  enabled  by  personal  solicitation 
to  secure  the  use  of  permanent  and  lawful  registers  in  all  the  schools, 
but  where  I  have  succeeded  and  have  had  access  to  these  registers, 
they  reveal  a  very  irregular  attendance,  and  in  many  cases  show  that 
a  large  number  of  those  enrolled  scarcely  receive  a  whole  quarters 
tuition  during  the  year.  As  an  illustration  in  a  school  whose  roll  has 
every  quarter  been  as  large  as  forty,  and  which  has  had  as  high  as 
■fifty-one  names  upon  its  register  during  the  year,  the  average  attend¬ 
ance  has  been  but  twenty-seven,  and  there  are  among  the  names  but 
four  who  have  been  in  attendance,  four  full  quarters,  but  three  who 
have  attended  nine  months,  and  less  than  twelve.  Sixteen  only  reach 
six  months,  and  twenty-eight  have  made  less  than  a  full  quarter.  In 
another  the  attendance  has  been  better,  showing  ten  names  for  a  year, 
five  for  nine  months,  six  for  six  months  ;  but,  also  fifteen  for  less  than 
three  months,  in  an  average  roll  of  thirty -two  names  a  quarter.  You 
perceive  that  the  best  statistics  upon  this  subject  reveals  the  fact, 
that  of  the  whole  number  of  children  going  to  school,  one-half  do  not 
obtain  the  advantage  of  one  quarters  tuition  a  year,  and  only  one- 
sixth  attend  so  punctually  as  to  obtain  all  the  benefit  of  tuition  during 
the  time  these  schools  are  kept  open.  The  united  statistics  of  all  the 
schools  might  perhaps  modify  this  view  if  they  could  be  had,  but  we 
think  not  greatly,  since  according  to  our  observations  the  schools  re¬ 
ferred  to  are  the  best  attended  in  the  township.  The  facts  give  us 
reason  to  feel  that  we  cannot  report  too  favorably  in  reference  to  the 
interest  manifested  by  the  people  in  the  education  of  their  children, 
but  we  hope  that  the  interest  is  a  growing  one,  inasmuch  as  our 
average  attendance  has  increased";  during  the  year  a  number  of  our 
schools  have  been  kept  open  a  longer  time,  and  examinations  and 
inspection  by  parents  and  trustees  have  been  more  frequent. 

J.  ADDISON  VAN  DOREN, 
Toivn  Superintendent, 


MONTGOMERY. 

The  report  of  the  schools  in  our  township  is  as  usual  very  incom¬ 
plete.  The  same  causes  which  heretofore  existed,  rendering  it  im¬ 
possible  to  furnish  a  report  such  as  your  circular  calls  for,  still  exist, 
and  will  exist  until  somehody  place  in  our  schools  at  the  commience- 
ment  of  the  year,  the  first  of  December,  blank  forms  embodying  the 
kind  and  amount  of  information  desired.  The  comparatively  few  re¬ 
ports  published,  is  presumptive  evidence  that,  but  few  are  furnished  to 
you.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  The  difficulty  in  procuring  the 
information  from  the  schools,  discourages  any  one  from  attempting 
the  task.  If  the  State  or  townships  will  furnish  the  schools  with 
necessary  forms,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  teachers  under  the  supervision 
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of  the  trustees,  and  by  them  transmitted  to  the  town  superintendents, 
and  by  them  to  you  quarterly^  possibly  an  approximation  towards  the 
objects  aimed  at,  might  be  attained. 

The  schools  in  our  township  are  all  open,  and  have  been  kept  open 
during  the  year  past  with  occasional  exceptions.  Many  changes  have 
been  made  among  the  teachers,  more  than  usual.  You  will  perceive 
by  my  report,  the  female  teachers  are  as  two  to  one  over  the  male 
teachers.  I  cannot  account  for  this  fact,  unless  it  be  that  they  work 
for  less  wages.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  standard  of  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  schools,  has  been  elevated  in  the  same  proportion  that  the 
female  teachers  have  gained  numerical  preponderance  over  the  male 
teachers.  The  truth  is,  that  the  schools  are  not  in  as  flourishing  con¬ 
dition  as  in  some  preceding  years.  But  little  interest  is  manifested 
in  our  schools.  We  hear  but  little  of  them,  unless  when  passing  some 
school  house  at  an  interval,  or  recess,  where  we  are  brought  to  our 
senses  by  the  noise  and  confusion,  or  the  taunts  and  insults  of  un¬ 
mannerly  boys  and  girls,  if  indeed  we  are  so  lucky  as  to  escape  a 
pelting  with  stones  or  snow  balls.  I  believe  we  are  entitled  to  State 
school  money  twice  a  year.  May  and  October.  We  get  the  first  in¬ 
stallment  about  the  of  July ^  and  the  second  installment  about  the 
first  of  January.  It  would  aid  our  schools,  perhaps  more  if  we  re¬ 
ceived  the  whole  amount  the  first  of  October. 

C.  S.  STRYKER, 

Town  Superintendent. 


WARREX. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  I  will  try  and 
make  my  report.  In  answering  the  questions  in  Series  Nos.  1  and  2, 
I  have  been  careful  to  try  and  give  you  intelligible  answers.  I  have 
examined  your  remarks  on  “Items  of  Information”  before  answer¬ 
ing,  and  to  the  best  of  my  ability  answered  correctly,  and  hope  they 
may  meet  your  approval.  The  schools  in  our  township  are  progress¬ 
ing  in  about  the  usual  manner.  In  all  but  two  districts  they  are 
only  kept  open  w^hile  the  public  money  lasts.  In  those  two,  a  portion 
of  the  public  money  is  used  each  quarter,  and  tuition  is  charged  to 
make  up  the  deficiency. 

As  I  stated  in  my  last  report,  three  districts  are  annexed  to  dis¬ 
tricts  out  of  the  township,  and  have  school  houses  located  out  of  the 
township.  These  I  have  made  no  report  of.  There  is  also  the  Union 
Village  district  annexed  to  a  district  in  New  Providence  township. 
The  school  house  is  on  the  line  of  the  twm  townships,  and  is  included 
in  my  report. 

In  some  of  the  districts  the  schools  are  not  kept  open  but  six 
months,  and  in  answer  to  the  question  of  the  average  attendance,  the 
number  is  given  when  all  the  schools  are  in  operation. 
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In  reporting  the  number  of  male  and  female  teachers,  I  give  you 
the  whole  number  that  have  taught  since  last  December. 

Our  township  once  contained  but  eight  districts  in  all,  but  to  accom¬ 
modate  some  individuals,  former  Superintendents,  have  increased  the 
number  to  eleven.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  detriment  to  some  of  our 
schools. 

GEORGE  C.  OWEN, 
Town  Superintendent. 


SUSSEX  COUNTY. 


GREEX. 


In  transmitting  my  report  for  the  current  year  for  the  township  of 
Green,  county  of  Sussex,  I  regret  to  say  that  I  am  unable  to  give  a 
full  report  in  consequence  of  the  teachers  not  all  reporting  to  me. 
There  are  but  two  registers  kept  in  the  five  school  districts. 

Our  schools  are  gradually  improving,  and  the  teachers  appear  w'ell 
qualified  and  manifest  a  commendable  degree  of  industry  and  faith¬ 
fulness  in  the  performance  of  their  duty.  I  cannot  pass  without  add- 
in<z:  mv  commendations  in  favor  of  the  teacher  at  Greeneville,  Mr. 
N.  S.  Shaver,  Avho  possesses  the  ability  and  spirit  of  an  instructor  of 
the  first  order,  who  is  untirino;  in  his  exertions  to  a:ain  a  knowledo^e 
of  his  business  and  improve  the  condition  of  his  school. 

Hoping  the  next  year  will  exhibit  a  greater  evidence  of  improve¬ 
ment  than  the  past,  I  am,  kc. 

I.  S.  B.  RIBBLE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


HARDYSTOX. 

The  statistics  furnished  in  series  No.  II.  herewith  transmitted,  are 
as  nearly  correct  as  I  am  able  to  make  them,  but  they  are  doubtless 
somewhat  imperfect  because  one  of  our  school  registers  unaccountably 
disappeared  with  the  teacher,  and  there  are  twm  other  districts  from 
wliich  I  have  not  received  reports,  which  necessitates  my  falling  back 
upon  former  figures. 

I  have  furnished  the  schools  with  registers,  and  most  of  the  teachers 
with  blanks,  in  order  to  simplify  their  reports,  yet  some  of  them  have 
failed  to  do  it.  Perhaps  to  revoke  their  licenses,  or  reject  their  orders 
until  they  produce  their  reports,  would  have  a  salutary  effect. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  can  report  an  increased  attendance  during  the 
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closing  year,  as  ■well  as  an  increase  in  the  average  length  of  time  the 
schools  have  been  kept  open.  These  facts  indicate  a  growing  interest 
manifested  by  the  people  of  the  township  in  the  prosperity  of  our 
public  schools,  of  some  of  which  we  have  good  reasons  to  be  proud, 
but  we  have  others  of  which  we  cannot  boast. 

The  greatest  difficulty,  it  appears  to  me,  is,  to  properly  direct  the 
interest  which  is  felt  in  educational  matters. 

Very  many  trustees  seem  to  think  the  cheapest  teacher  is  he  who 
■will  serve  for  least  pay,  and  they  very  often  hire  accordingly.  They 
act  upon  the  false  principle  that  “a  teacher’s  a  teacher,”  not  reflecting 
upon  the  loss  of  time  occasioned  by  “breaking  a  green  teacher,” 
some  young  girl  perhaps,  or  farmer’s  son,  who  only  teaches  during 
the  winter  that  he  may  not  be  out  of  a  job,  but  feels  no  interest  in 
the  cause  in  which  he  is  engaged  further  than  to  keep  the  school 
from  getting  ahead  of  him,  and  drawing  his  pay.  This  has  a  power¬ 
ful  tendency  to  so  reduce  the  salaries  of  teachers  as  to  drive  the 
competent  and  experienced  into  some  more  lucrative  employment,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  our  public  schools.  For  there  are,  and  I  ap¬ 
prehend  ever  will  be,  those  who  will  teach,  or  rather  keep  school 
cheap,  out  of  sheer  indolence,  to  eke  out  an  existence.  But  you  have 
already  described  the  disease  and  pointed  out  the  remedy  to  the 
Legislature,  but  that  body  of  sages  has  failed  to  apply  the  pre¬ 
scription. 

Teachers  should  be  licensed  exclusively  by  the  superintendent  or 
county  examiners,  the  latter  I  deem  preferable,  and  he  or  they  should 
be  sivorn  to  license  none  who  failed  to  bear  a  rigid  examination  in  the 
English  branches  at  least.  If  this  would  not  have  an  excellent  effect, 
especially  upon  our  smaller  country  schools,  then  the  opinions  of  those 
best  calculated  to  judge  are  worthless.  It  would  allay  very  many 
petty  strifes  in  districts  between  the  friends  of  candidates  for  “  the 
school,”  none  of  whom  perhaps,  is  qualified  for  the  position;  besides 
opening  the  doors  of  the  school-rooms  to  competency  with  a  fair 
prospect  of  its  being  rewarded. 

HORACE  E.  RUELE. 

Town  Superintendent. 


LAFAYETTE. 

Our  schools  are  improving,  notwithstanding  no  tax  was  raised  to 
sustain  them. 

Parents  and  trustees  are  more  ready  to  procure  books,  maps  and 
globes,  &c.,  than  formerly.  Our  teachers  seem  more  interested  and 
the  majority  of  them  are  better  qualified  than  those  we  have  formerly 
had. 

The  Normal  School  has  never  furnished  us  with  one  of  their 
graduates,  we  should  be  glad  to  see  one  or  more  among  us. 

We  have  no  select  school  in  our  township.  A  suitable  teacher 
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'would  meet 'with  encouragement  in  our  village, 'we  greatly  need  a  good 
select  school. 

JOEL  CAMPBELL, 
Town  Superintendeiit. 


NEWTOX. 


In  presenting  my  annual  report,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  school 
interests  in  this  township  are  gradually  progressing.  Over  six  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  have  been  expended  in  payment  of  tuition.  My  observa¬ 
tion  induces  the  opinion  that  there  are  three  promdnent  impediments 
existing  here,  as  I  presume  they  do  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  I 
will  say  a  few  words  upon  each. 

First,  Irregularity  of  attendance.  Parents  do  not  consider  how 
much  it  disorganizes  a  school,  and  how  much  their  own  children  loose 
by  keeping  them  at  home  for  trivial  causes.  In  most  of  our  districts 
the  schools  are  free,  the  entire  expense  being  met  by  public  money. 
Education  apparently  costs  nothing,  and  what  costs  nothing  is  looorly 
appreciated.  As  a  coercive  system  of  attendance,  like  that  in  some 
countries  of  Europe,  would  be  impolitic,  perhaps  impossible,  we  can 
only  wait  till  this  difficulty  is  remedied  by  a  higher  estimation  of 
education  by  the  people. 

Second,  Poor  school-houses  and  apparatus.  There  is  not  enough 
enthusiasm  in  the  cause  to  supply  good  school-houses  by  voluntary 
contributions;  and  the  people  do  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  incor¬ 
poration  clause  of  our  school  laws,  by  the  operation  of  which  the  bur¬ 
den  is  equalized  by  taxation.  Only  three  districts  out  of  fourteen  are 
incorporated.  I  would  recommend  every  district  to  be  incorporated, 
as  a  first  step  towards  improvement  in  this  respect. 

Third,  Inefficiency  of  teachers.  We  have  some  of  the  best,  and 
some  of  the  poorest  teachers  in  the  State.  Even  the  poorest  know 
what  to  teach,  but  they  do  not  know  lioio  to  do  it.  As  the  Normal 
School  only  meets  the  wants  of  the  people  partially  in  supplying 
effective  teachers,  we  want  more  character  and  life  given  to  Teachers 
Institutes.  We  held  a  first  class  institute  in  our  county,  but  only 
six  out  of  thirteen  of  my  teachers  availed  themselves  of  its  benefits. 
Here  the  State  could  apply  coercion  and  should.  Every  teacher 
should  be  compelled  by  law  to  attend,  and  gain  what  instruction  he 
could  from  established  and  successful  educators  in  the  management 
of  a  school,  and  the  best  wav  of  imparting  instruction. 

N.  PETTIT, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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SANDYSTON. 

There  is  quite  a  demand  for  teachers  in  this  township.  lYe  have 
built  a  very  fine  and  convenient  school-house  in  the  district  where  I 
live;  cost  $535,00,  and  there  is  as  much  spirit  manifested  about 
education  as  in  any  district  in  the  township,  but  there  is  not  that  feel¬ 
ing  shown  that  I  would  like  to  see  here  and  elsewhere.  I  think  the 
time  is  coming  when  education  will  be  the  more  valued  by  the  people 
than  at  present,  I  hope  it  is  not  far  distant. 

OLIVER  COSS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


SPARTA. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  number  of  scholars  in  the 
township  of  Sparta,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years  is 
six  hundred  and  ninety,  the  average  daily  attendance  at  school  is  two 
hundred  and  seventy-two,  the  terms  of  tuition  per  quarter  will  average 
two  dollars  and  twenty-fivq  cents,  our  schools  have  been  kept  open 
ten  months  during  the  year.  We  raise  by  tax  one  dollar  per  scholar, 
or  six  hundred  and  ninety  dollars.  We  have  received  from  the  State 
school  fund  two  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  thirty  cents,  from  sur¬ 
plus  revenue,  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars  and  seventy-one 
cents,  and  from  tuition,  eight  hundred  dollars,  amounting  in  total  to 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and  one  cent,  all  of  which 
has  been  directly  appropriated  to  the  use  of  our  schools. 

DANIEL  STILWELL, 

Toivn  Superintendent. 


STILLWATER. 

I  am  happy  to  report  the  schools  in  this  township  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  We  are  supplied  now  with  school  registers,  but  only  two 
out  of  thirteen  had  them  last  spring.  I  have  visited  the  schools  once 
per  quarter  as  the  law  requires.  Teachers  have  all  been  licensed. 
Houses  are  pretty  good  with  two  exceptions,  Nos.  7  and  8.  They 
are  not  worthy  the  name  of  school  houses. 

JOSEPH  S.  HUNT, 
Town  Superintendent. 


VERNON. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  of  this  township  is  but  slightly  im¬ 
proved  over  the  last  year.  One  thing  I  would  like  to  see  become  a 
laiv  ;  viz. :  that  no  teacher  shall  receive  any  part  of  the  public  money 
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until  he  or  she  first  furnish  a  full  report  of  his  or  her  school.  If  this 
should  become  the  law,  then  you  might  rely  upon  more  satisfactory 
information. 

N.  B.  GIVEANS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


WANTAGE. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of 
schools  in  the  township  of  Wantage,  Sussex  county.  In  the  township 
there  are  twenty* two  school  districts,  each  of  which  is  now  provided 
with  a  school.  As  there  is  but  one  school  in  each  district,  and  each 
under  the  charge  of  one  person,  there  are  now  twenty-two  teachers  in 
the  township.  Of  this  number  eight  are  males,  and  fourteen  are 
females.  During  the  past  year,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  nine 
children  have  been  taught  in  the  schools ;  the  terms  of  tuition  being 
about  two  dollars  per  quarter.  Most  of  the  schools  have  been  open 
ten  months  durin<x  the  vear,  and  none  less  than  six.  I  have  received 
about  three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  and  most  of  this  sum  has 
been  expended  in  hiring  teachers ;  a  small  portion  being  used  to  pay 
for  fuel,  repairs,  ko,.  Although  this  may  seem  to  be  in  opposition  to 
the  spirit  of  the  law,  which  provides  that  all  the  moneys  “  coming 
into  the  hands  of  the  Town  Superintendent  shall  be  applied  exclu¬ 
sively  to  the  purposes  of  education  yet  it  seemed  to  be  a  kind  of 
necessary  evil,  and  one  that  cannot  easily  be  remedied.  In  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  any  law  to  compel  the  people  of  any  district  to  raise  money 
for  the  purchase  of  fuel,  repairs,  &:c.,  nothing  is  raised,  and  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  our  school-houses  suggest  that  they  need  money  for  fuel, 
money  for  repairs,  money  for  building,  and  in  fact,  money  for  every 
thing  connected  with  them.  Of  the  twenty-two  buildings  in  which 
the  schools  of  this  township  are  taught,  there  are  eight  that,  upon 
the  whole,  answer  the  purpose  quite  well.  But  what  can  be  said  of 
the  other  fourteen  ?  As  for  five  or  six  of  them,  no  respectable  farmer 
would  give  more  than  two  and  six  pence  a  piece  for  them  to  winter 
his  stock  in.  They  might  do  very  well  for  summer  pig  sties,  v/here  it 
not  for  the  holes  in  the  siding,  (they  have  no  inside  lining,)  or  broken 
windows  through  which  the  pigs,  as  often  do  the  boys,  might  effect  an 
escape  from  so  uninviting  a  habitation.  If  they  ever  had  a  coat  of 
paint,  the  storms  of  three-score  and  ten  years  have  so  well  beaten  it 
off,  that  no  traces  of  its  primitive  glory  can  be  seen.  All  are  built  of 
wood ;  some  of  yellow  pine  slabs,  sided  up  and  down  like  a  country 
barn,  with  wide  batting  nailed  over  the  seams  to  keep  out  the  cold 
wind  of  winter. 

Of  course,  this  makes  pretty  comfortable  quarters  with  not  a 
square  inch  for  ventilation,  except  in  such  cases  where  the  outside 
pine  coating  has  for  a  century  of  years  been  exposed  to  the  jack-knife 
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of  the  wliittllng  genii,  -who  have  in  turn  presided  over  tlie  interest  of 
the  school  as  master  and  fire  builder. 

But  in  those  districts  v’hose  inhabitants  imagine  that  the  school 
needs  for  fuel  only  such  knotty,  tough,  and  wet  wmod  as  their  fancy 
rejects,  or  good  dames  refuse  to  burn,  what  can  be  more  tempting  on 
a  cold  winter  mornin^  than  a  loose  weather-board  clatterino-  in  the 
wind  ?  It  left  where  it  was  placed  by  the  hardy  pioneers  fifty  years 
ago,  why  it  will  only  disturb  the  serenity  of  the  already  noisy  young¬ 
sters  ;  but  let  it  be  subjected  to  a  whittling  process  and  then  used  as 
a  fire  kindler,  and  you  can  see  how  soon  it  warms  at  once  the  drowsy 
ambition  of  the  teacher,  and  the  cold  toes  of  those  under  his  charge. 
One  house  is  perched  on  a  rock  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  with  a  dilapidated 
cider  distillery  in  its  immediate  rear  ;  a  small  stream  of  w^ater  washing 
down  the  refuse  matter  as  a  gentle  reminder  to  teacher  and  pupils  of 
the  great  fountain  head,  from  which  their  ancestry  have  always  drawn 
their  supply.  Of  course,  the  distillery  is  much  better  patronized 
than  the  school,  which  pays  some  novice  in  the  art,  from  seven  to  ten 
dollars  per  month,  of  the  winter  season,  and  find  board,  drink  and 
lodging,  among  the  -whiskey  toadies  of  the  neighborhood.  During 
the  winter  of  sixty-two,  this  school  numbered  forty-six,  although  the 
general  average  was  a  fraction  over  nine. 

Another  is  located  on  the  top  of  a  hill  at  the  corner  of  four  roads, 
where  the  winds  of  the  four-quarters  of  heaven  drive  all  the  cold  of 
Christendom  to  a  proper  focus  to  wit :  through  the  school-house,  some 
stand  in  the  road  wdthinjfour  feet  of  wLere  the  carts  go  by,  with  no 
play-ground  attached,  except  the  broad  street  and  neighboring  fields, 
whose  owners  are  as  fearful  lest  the  grass  be  trampled  do-sN'n,  as  they 
are  stingy  in  voting  appropriations  for  schools.  I  know  of  but  four 
districts  that  have  any  play-ground,  and  but  one  of  these  is  separated 
from  the  highway.  But  one  has  two  rooms,  six  have  wdiat  are  called 
entries,  but  gangway  would  be  a  more  appropriate  term;  ten  have  maps 
of  the  State,  this  comprises  the  apparatus,  none  other  being  deemed 
necessary,  (expect  here  and  there  four-square  feet  of  blackboard.) 
The  furniture  consists  of  an  old  desk,  and  a  variety  of  benches ;  some 
being  made  of  ’v\diite  oak  slabs  with  hickory  under-pinning,  wdiile  a 
few  are  supplied  with  pine  hemlock  or  walnut  seats  and  desks  of  the 
most  approved  style  of  forty  years  ago;  all  bearing  indubitable  proof 
of  having  been  occupied  by  Yankee  Avhittlers. 

I  have  through  the  year,  visited  these  places  of  instruction  ;  some 
once,  some  twice  or  oftener,  according  as  there  was  a  school  or  not, 
making  in  all  forty-eiglit  visits. 

I  cannot  ascertain  that  in  more  than  three  districts  the  schools  are 
ever  visited  by  any  other  person. 

Of  the  twmiity-two  schools,  ten  are  kept  open  the  vrholeyear,  seven 
nine  months,  three,  six  ;  and  t-wo,  tliree  months. 

There  are  1327  children  who  ought  to  attend  school,  but  1209  do  so  ; 
leaving  118  that  do  not,  however,  more  than  half  the  whole  number 
attend  the  whole  year. 
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The  school  books  used,  are  Sander’s  series  of  Readers  and  Spellers, 
Thompson’s  Arithmetics,  Smith’s  and  Morse’s  Ancient  Geographies, 
Smith’s  Grammar,  with  here  and  there  a  Wilson’s  History.  It  is  a 
relief  however  to  say  that  in  one  or  two  instances  Parker  and  Wat¬ 
son’s  Readers  are  used,  Cornell’s  Geography,  and  Clark’s  and  Wells’ 
Grammars,  Robinson’s  Arithmetics  will  doubtless  supplant  all  others. 

Now  you  say  that  by  law,  the  selecting  of  school  books  is  vested  in 
the  Town  Superintendent  and  the  district  trustees,  and  why  don’t 
you  get  better  ones  ?  Simply  because  the  parents  can’t  afford  to  buy 
them.  “  Strange  affair”  says  one,  “if  my  young  ones  can’t  larn  out 
of  the  same  books  their  fathers  did,  what  is  the  use  of  paying  out  so 
much  for  new  books  when  the  old  ones  will  do  just  as  well,  and  to- 
baccer  has  ris  up  to  four  cents  a  small  paper,  and  not  half  filled  at 
that,  and  gin  is  ten  cents  a  drink  ?”  And  you  can’t  get  them  to  raise 
money  for  school  books,  repairs,  &c.,  “any  more  than  you  can  raise 
the  dead  with  a  tin  dinner  horn.” 

Now  when  we  consider  the  state  of  the  school  houses,  their  furni¬ 
ture  and  apparatus,  the  books  used,  the  prices  paid  for  teachers, 
which  averages  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  per  year 
for  males,  and  one  hundred  dollars  for  females,  board  included,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  interest  of  patrons,  made  manifest  by  their  con¬ 
temptible  meanness  and  stinginess  in  all  educational  matters  ;  with 
what  kind  of  conscience  can  you  discuss  the  qualifications  of  teachers? 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  first  rate  teacher  remaining  very  long  in  Want¬ 
age  township  ?  Who  ever  knew  a  graduate  of  the  Normal  School 
wdthin  its  borders  ?  The  fact  is,  as  soon  as  a  person  gets  a  little 
experience  in  the  art,  he  migrates  to  more  genial  climes,  where  his 
labors  may  he  some^Yhat  appreciated,  leaving  behind  those  who  are 
fit  only  for  these  dark  corners  of  the  earth.  But  as  long  as  they  will 
w'ork  for  comparatively  nothing,  so  long  they  will  be  hired,  every 
body  going  on  the  general  principle,  that  a  poor  school  is  better  than 
none.  They  are  hired  and  generally  teach  half  a  term  before  I  have 
any  knowledge  of  the  proceeding,  and  then  I  am  called  upon  to  ex¬ 
amine  him,  without  the  co-operation  of  trustees  or  any  other  person. 
If  I  refuse,  the  whole  township  is  down  on  me,  and  at  the  next 
annual  town  meeting  my  term  of  office  is  completed,  and  my  successor 
appointed,  wdio  will  license,  ad  libitum^  every  one  that  has  nothing 
else  to  do,  and  desires  to  engage  in  the  laudable  work  of  “  teaching 
the  young  idea  how  to  shoot.”  By  rubbing  up  some  of  these  dead 
heads,  dismissing  others,  and  encouraging  a  few  live  ones,  I  find  that 
notwithstanding  all  the  obstacles  some  good  can  be  accomplished.  If 
our  laYv  could  be  so  amended  to  make  it  a  penal  offence  for  any  person 
to  think  of  teaching  until  he  has  procured  a  license,  there  might  be 
some  hope  of  changing  the  status  of  educational  matters. 

However  something  of  good  may  yet  be  effected  as  it  is,  and  this 
should  be  the  earnest  wish  and  end  of  the  effort  of  every  friend  of 
education.  ^  CHAS.  MORROW, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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UNION  COUNTY. 

ELIZABETH. 

My  answers  to  your  questions  contain  all  that  is  necessary  to  say 
respecting  the  public  schools  of  this  city.  I  take  pleasure  in  adding 
that  at  the  end  of  this  year  the  schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
The  interest  of  the  community  remains  unabated,  and  public  senti¬ 
ment  is  firmly  in  favor  of  free  schools.  But  few  changes  of  teachers 
have  occured  during  the  past  year.  Those  now  employed  are  gaining 
experience,  and  remain  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  principal  of  one  of  the  schools  has  resigned,  and  his  place  has 
been  filled  by  another  competent  teacher.  The  Board  of  Commis¬ 
sioners  work  harmoniously,  and  have  attended  promptly  to  their 
duties.  The  buildings  are  kept  in  good  repair  and  the  pupils  sup¬ 
plied  with  all  necessary  books.  The  first  ward  building  is  now  suc¬ 
cessfully  warmed  by  Baker  &  Smith’s  improved  steam  heating  ap¬ 
paratus  in  place  of  the  old  affair  removed. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  have  in  some  instances  been  increased,  but 
not  enough  to  correspond  with  the  increased  price  of  living.  I  trust 
the  commissioners  in  their  wmtchful  care  of  the  schools  will  still  in¬ 
crease  the  salaries  as  the  necessity  of  the  times  requires. 

The  pupils  now  attending  school  are  younger  than  in  former  years, 
owing  perhaps  to  the  demand  for  labor,  which  has  taken  many  of  the 
larger  boys  from  school. 

JOSEPH  ALWARD, 

City  Superintendent, 


NEW  PROVIDENCE. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  I  will  offer  a  few 
remarks  in  reference  to  the  schools  in  this  township.  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  marking  the  progress  of  the  schools  in  this  township 
for  the  last  ten  years,  and  though  they  do  not  come  up  to  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  standard,  still  the  retrospect  is  highly  gratifying,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  true  standard  will  never  be  attained 
until  we  have  free  schools  throughout  the  State.  In  this  township 
we  have  too  many  schools,  (strange  to  say,)  and  the  result  is  that 
teachers  unqualified  for  their  responsible  positions  are  often  em¬ 
ployed  to  the  detriment  of  the  school  and  the  cause  generally ;  I  have 
had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  reliable  data  from  all  the  teachers  in 
this  township,  from  the  fact  that  the  township  furnishes  the  blanks 
necessary,  and  the  teachers  are  informed  that  no  monies  belonging  to 
the  township  will  be  paid  to  them  until  said  report  is  presented.  You 
will  also  notice  that  the  amount  of  monies  raised  for  school  purposes 
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exceeds  that  of  any  previous  year.  Upon  the  whole  the  situation  of 
the  schools  is  as  gratifying  as  could  be  expected. 

J.  A.  McEACHRON, 
Toivn  Superintendent. 


SPRIXG FIELD. 

I  have  at  this  late  date  taken  my  pen  to  make  the  report  required 
of  me,  but  alas  for  me  !  though  I  have  asked  of  teachers  and  trustees 
for  information,  yet  I  have  not  obtained  the  information  necessary  to 
make  a  report  as  it  should  be,  to  put  an  answer  to  some  of  the  ques¬ 
tions.  I  am  obliged  to — well — I  suppose — or  guess — it  is — about — 
so.  One  of  the  difficulties  in  the  wav  is  our  trustees  have  no  books 
in  which  to  keep  a  record  of  their  expenses,  ckc.,  our  teachers  and 
trustees  do  not  appear  to  have  any  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  report 
required  of  the  superintendent.  You  will  recollect  that  I  have  been 
supertendent  only  from  last  April,  so  you  will  excuse  me  for  the  ignor¬ 
ance  of  trustees  and  teachers  on  this  point. 

Perhaps  the  following  statement  will  assist  you.  In  one  district 
they  .have  had  two  terms  taught  by  a  male  teacher,  salary  §90  per 
term,  in  another  district  two  and  a  half  terms  by  a  female  teacher, 
salary  §40  per  term,  in  the  third  district  they  have  had  three  terms 
taught  by  a  male  teacher,  one  terra  by  a  female  teacher  ;  more  than 
half  of  the  children  in  the  township  are  in  this  district,  the  teacher 
hires  an  assistant  who  takes  charge  of  a  primary  department.  (Query, 
is  this  assistant  to  be  considered  a  teacher  or  not,)  the  assistant  gets 
§50  per  term,  the  teacher  takes  the  school  and  charges  so  much  per 
scholar,  as  the  report  from  this  district  is  only  in  part,  I  am  left  to 
conjecture  that  so  and  so  is  the  case. 

The  three  school  houses  are  comparatively  new,  two  have  one  room, 
one  two  rooms,  all  have  play  grounds,  one  is  properly  seated,  the  other 
two  have  the  old  fashioned  inconvenient  seats,  as  for  apparatus  we 
have  none.  I  have  visited  the  schools  once  a  term,  the  trustees  and 
parents  do  not  visit  the  schools  as  much  as  they  should. 

JOHX  DEAN, 
Town  Superintendent. 


UNION. 

Sir,  in  consequence  of  my  recent  severe  illness,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  complete  my  report  until  the  present  time,  and  as  much  of  my 
statistical  matter  has  consequently  been  either  hastily  collected  or 
gained  from  others,  it  is,  I  am  afraid,  not  so  accurate  as  could  be  de¬ 
sired  in  some  particulars.  I  deeply  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able 
to  take  the  entire  charge  of  collecting  them,  so  that  I  could  vouch 
for  their  entire  accuracy.  One  difficulty  which  I  have  had  to  contend 
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with,  is  that  the  people  of  some  of  the  districts  have,  from  mistaken 
ideas  of  economy,  engaged  young  female  teachers  in  their  schools, 
during  the  spring  and  summer  seasons.  These  teachers  are  not 
usually  sufficiently  well  qualified  to  pass  an  examination,  and  there¬ 
fore  are  employed  by  their  trustees  independently  of  the  public  school 
fund.  Over  the  schools  thus  conducted  the  superintendent  can  exer¬ 
cise  but  little  control,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  in  some 
cases,  to  obtain  from  them  any  reliable  statistics.  The  schools  which 
have  been  conducted  with  a  strict  regard  to  the  regulations  for  the 
public  schools  of  the  State  are  : 

District  school  No.  1,  I  have  always  found  a  well  regulated  and  in¬ 
teresting  school.  The  average  daily  attendance  for  nine  months  has 
exceeded  forty.  District  No.  2,  under  the  charge  of  an  experienced 
female  teacher,  has  been  satisfactorally  conducted;  this  school  is  dis¬ 
continued  usually  during  the  winter.  Average  daily  attendance 
twenty-three.  District  No.  3  is  the  model  school  of  the  township, 
always  taught  by  experienced  and  reliable  male  teachers,  it  presents 
a  pleasing  contrast  to  some  of  the  adjoining  schools.  No.  4,  this  dis¬ 
trict  embraces  a  portion  of  Linden  townsliip.  Its  school  pleasantly 
located  at  “  Mulford’s  Station,”  is  under  the  charge  of  a  thorough 
and  energetic  young  female  teacher,  who  possesses  excellent  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  teaching,  which  but  require  a  more  thorough  experience  to 
ripen  into  excellence.  District  school  No.  7,  is  now  under  the  charge 
of  one  of  our  most  experienced  and  thorough  teachers,  and  a  marked 
and  happy  improvement  is  manifest.  This  school  has  four  of  the  five 
pupils  noted  in  my  answers,  who  are  above  the  ages  of  eighteen. 
Districts  Nos.  6  and  8,  have  been  under  the  charge  of  unlicensed 
teachers,  and  are  not  in  so  prosperous  a  condition  as  could  be  desired. 
It  is  a  matter  much  to  be  regretted,  that  no  more  interest  is  generally 
felt  in  this  township  on  the  subject  of  education,  which  is  seen  in  the 
pitable  sum  raised  yearly  for  the  school  fund.  Until  a  deeper  in¬ 
terest  is  felt  and  a  more  energetic  and  liberal  course  taken,  our  public 
schools  must  languish.  Trusting  that  you  will  excuse  this  brief  report, 
which  is  written  amidst  much  bodily  pain,  I  will  close.  Any  infor¬ 
mation  which  may  at  any  time  be  desired,  or  any  instructions  with 
regard  to  this,  to  me  new  duty  will  be  thankfully  received  and  cheer¬ 
fully  responded  to. 

GEORGE  W.  COOPER, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WESTFIELD. 

Our  schools,  with  the  exception  of  one,  are  prosperous  under  the 
instruction  of  competent  licensed  teachers,  they  have  been  visited 
quarterly  and  examined  in  most  cases  in  the  presence  of  one  or  more 
of  the  trustees  or  patrons  of  the  school. 
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Two  teachers  have  been  examined  and  licensed  in  connection  with 
the  trustees. 

The  school  houses  of  the  township,  five  in  number,  are  in  pretty 
good  condition,  with  the  exception  of  one,  which  is  a  mere  shell ;  and 
with  the  exception  of  that  one,  all  are  furnished  with  maps  and 
black-boards,  and  having  play-grounds  attached,  two  have  two  rooms, 
the  remainder,  one. 

The  branches  taught  are,  astronomy,  geography,  geometry,  algebra, 
philosophy,  English  grammar,  and  in  two  of  our  schools  the  rudiments 
of  Latin. 

Beside  the  public,  there  are  two  private  schools  under  the  tuition 
of  excellent  female  teachers, 

EDWIN  DOWNER, 
Town  Superintendent, 


WARREN  COUNTY. 


BELVIDERE. 

In  making  my  annual  report,  I  have  but  little  to  add  to  what  I 
have  advanced  in  former  reports.  Our  schools  are  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  not  what  they  could,  and  should  be,  but  a  great  advance 
has  been  made  in  a  few  years.  Little  by  little,  former  prejudices  en¬ 
tertained  by  many  in  relation  to  our  common  schools,  are  wearing 
away,  and  considerable  interest  is  now  manifested  by  all  classes  in 
their  advancement  and  prosperity.  A  few’  years  ago  w’e  had  great 
difficulty  in  raising  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  scholar  by  tax,  for  their 
support,  but  now  no  trouble  is  experienced  in  raising  all  the  law* 
allows.  Hence  we  have  free  schools  the  whole  year  for  all  who  choose 
to  attend  them.  Latterly  w’e  have  employed  a  better  class  of  teachers 
than  w’as  formerly  the  case.  Now,  the  test  is  merit,  then,  the  only 
question  wms  economy  in  their  employment.  The  result  is,  that  our 
children  are  improving  rapidly.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
our  schools  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  county,  and 
perhaps  in  the  State. 

But  while  I  bear  willing  testimony  as  to  the  excellence  and  zeal  of 
the  teachers,  I  cannot  condemn  too  strongly  the  faithlessness  and 
want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  parents  towards  our  schools ;  seldom 
or  ever  do  any  of  them  show  themselves  in  the  school-room ;  they 
take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  the  teacher’s  business  to  take  entire 
charge  of  their  children  while  in  the  school-room,  and  that  their  duty 
towards  children  and  teachers  ceases  the  moment  the  children  enter 
there.  This  should  not  be  so.  Parents  should  take  great  interest  in 
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attending  the  schools,  thereby  encouraging  the  teachers  and  children. 
It  is  comforting  to  know,  that  notwithstanding  the  civil  war  which 
now  desolates  our  once  happy  land,  the  cause  of  education  is  not  suf¬ 
fering  in  our  noble  little  State,  but  that  amid  the  clash  of  arms,  time 
and  money  are  not  wanting  for  its  advancement.  May  that  war  soon 
end  in  the  restoration  to  us  of  all  those  civil  and  religious  privileges 
with  which  we  were  so  bountifully  blessed  before  its  commencement. 

J.  II.  NORTON, 
Town  Superintendent. 


FRANKLIN. 


Our  schools  in  this  township  have  all  been  free,  but  one  for  about 
ten  months,  the  past  year.  In  the  Asbury  district  the  school  has 
been  kept  open  tw^elve  months,  and  in  addition  to  the  amount  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  district,  a  small  tax  has  been' assessed  on  the  attending 
pupils.  The  districts  in  this  township  are  very  unequally  arranged  as 
regards  numbers.  In  district  No.  1,  the  number  of  children  reported 
to  the  town  superintendent  is  93;  in  No.  2,  45;  in  No.  3,  110; 
in  No.  4,  63;  in  No.  5,  45;  in  No.  6,  87.  This  arrangement  is  the 
best  that  can  be  made  without  great  inconvenience  to  those  attending 
the  various  schools.  We  have  six  whole  and  four  fractional  districts 
in  this  township  ;  the  children  residing  in  the  fractional  districts  at¬ 
tend  school  in  the  adjoining  townships.  There  are  numerous  altera¬ 
tions  that  could  be  made  in  the  school  law,  that  would  better  suit  the 
wants  of  our  people,  but  probably  the  desired  alterations  would  not 
suit  the  wants  of  many  other  townships. 

JAMES  YLIET, 
Totvn  Superintendent, 


GREENWICH, 


Since  I  answered  your  first  series  of  questions,  I  have  visited  every 
school  in  the  township,  (making  three  times  since  April  last,)  and  ac- 
tjording  to  ray  judgment  I  found  the  pupils  advancing  correctly,  but 
slowly;  I  then  inquired  of  myself,  why  is  it,  the  progress  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  branches  is  not  greater  ?  I  knew  it  was  not  because  the 
teachers  did  not  do  their  duty,  I  therefore  came  to  the  following  con¬ 
clusion  : 

1st.  Irregularity  :  Some  days  I  found  fifteen  or  twenty  in  their 
seats,  and  the  next  visit  perhaps  sixty  or  seventy. 

2d.  Want  of  interest  by  those  concerned :  In  my  visits  when  con¬ 
venient,  I  have  called  on  trustees  and  invited  them  to  go  with  me  and 
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hear  for  themselves  what  had  been  done  in  their  schools,  hut  I  received 
in  reply  some  excuse  ;  frequently  I  have  been  told,  “We  elected  you 
for  that  purpose,  that  is  your  business,  we  have  something  else  on 
hand.” 

And  3d.  An  over  stock  of  pupils :  It  is  not  uncommon  for  me  to 
find  from  sixty  to  seventy  children  in  one  house  at  the  same  time, 
under  the  care  of  one  teacher.  Now  sir,  if  you  or  the  Legislature  of 
New  Jersey  can  devise  means  to  remedy  these  faults,  our  schools  will 
give  better  satisfaction. 

JAMES  HULSHIZER, 
Town  Superintendent. 


IIACKETTSTOWX. 

Our  borough  is  divided  into  two  districts.  District  l\o.  1,  under 
Mr.  Budd,  has  been  in  a  flourishing  condition,  having  as  many  pupils 
as  the  building  would  accommodate.  This  district  needs  stirring  up 
in  regard  to  convenience  and  comfort  in  their  school  room.  The 
seat  and  desks  are  miserable  and  far  behind  the  age.  District  No.  2, 
has  been  incorporated,  and  have  nearly  completed  a  building  which 
will  be  an  ornament  to  the  town,  and  well  suited  for  school  purposes. 
There  has  been  no  school  kept  in  that  district  for  six  months.  It 
will  reopen  about  the  1st  of  Januarv,  ’61. 

THEO.  CRANE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


HARDWICK. 

I  have  visited  the  schools  twice ;  the  inhabitants  generally  manifest 
but  little  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children.  The  school 
houses  in  the  township  are  five,  four  of  them  are  in  good  repair  and  one 
of  them  not  fit  for  a  schoool  to  be  taught  in ;  four  of  them  are  frame, 
and  one  stone;  each  having  one  room  and  plenty  of  play-ground 
attached.  The  books  used  are,  Webster’s  elementary,  Sander’s 
series,  Davies’  arithmetic.  Smith’s  geography  and  grammar.  The 
teachers  are  generally  not  well  qualified,  on  account  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  part  of  them  not  being  able,  the  other  part  not  willing  to  employ 
proper  and  well  qualified  teachers,  they  think  more  of  the  almighty 
dollar,  than  the  future  welfare  of  their  offspring. 

MICHAEL  HETZEL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


HARMONY. 


I  feel  very  glad  to  inform  you,  dear  sir^  that  there  has  been  more 
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interest  manifested  in  tlie  great  cause  of  education  in  my  township 
this  year,  than  in  any  other  year  of  my  knowledge.  Last  year  we 
raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  our  schools,  one  dollar  and  sixty-three 
cents  per  scholar,  this  year  we  have  been  liberal  enougli  to  grant  for 
the  same  object  three  dollars  ;  this  sura  with  the  State  fund  and  sur¬ 
plus  revenue  amounts  to  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  being  an  increase 
over  the  past  year  of  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  thirty 
cents,  sufficient  to  keep  all  the  schools  free  this  year,  allowance  being 
made  for  vacations,  except  the  school  in  district  No.  4,  a  very  small 
school  has  been  unable  to  keep  open  but  six  months. 

The  condition  of  schools  and  school-houses;  attendance  of  children, 
and  the  ability  of  teachers  wdil  be  better  understood  by  extracts  from 
my  note  book  subjoined. 

School  No.  1, — Whole  number  of  children  in  the  district  eighty- 
one  ;  average  number  Avho  attend  school  regularly  thirty ;  stone  house 
located  on  public  road;  play-ground  in  the^road;  no  shade  trees  of 
any  kind ;  water  inconvenient ;  very  small  black-board ;  set  of 
Mitchell’s  outline  maps  ;  no  globes  ;  the  only  place  for  hats,  bonnets, 
and  shawls,  is  against  the  wall  or  in  the  windows  ;  no  advance  of 
pupils  in  the  school ;  attention  paid  to  study  good  ;  general  appear¬ 
ance  and  order  good;  teacher  a  young  man,  first  year  of  his  teaching, 

•  doing  well. 

School  No.  2, — Number  of  children  in  the  district  eighty-two; 
stone  house  on  road  side;  play-ground  in  the  road;  water  convenient; 
medium  height  ceiling ;  ventilated  by  raising  the  windows  ;  averaged 
size  black-board  ;  no  maps  or  globes  ;  hats,  bonnets  and  shawls  in  the 
windows;  no  advance  pupils;  general  appearance  and  order  good ; 
teacher  a  young  man,  doing  as  well  as  he  can  to  advance  his  pupils. 

School  No.  3, — Frame  house  on  road  side  ;  play  ground  in  the 
road ;  no  shade  trees  ;  distance  to  nearest  dwelling  one-quarter  of  a 
mile ;  low  ceiling  ;  ventilated  by  raising  windows ;  warmed  by  wood 
stove ;  writing  desks  are  boards  fastened  against  the  walls ;  poor 
seats;  no  black-board  that  deserves  the  name;  destitute  of  maps, 
charts,  or  globes  of  any  description ;  no  advance  pupils ;  poorly 
classified;  order  good;  teacher  doing  the  best  she  can  for  her  pupils 
advancement;  scholars  in  the  district  sixty-one  ;  average  number  who 
attend  school  regular  twenty-three. 

School  No.  4, — Frame  house  located  on  road  side;  play-ground 
road  and  woods  ;  very  poor  seats;  water  inconvenient ;  small  black¬ 
board ;  no  place  for  hats,  bonnets,  &c.,  except  the  walls  and  window’s; 
pupils  poorly  classified ;  number  of  scholars  in  the  district  thirty- 
seven;  number  wdio  attend  school  regular  twmlve. 

School  No.  5. — A  neat  frame  house  located  on  the  road  side,  play 
ground  road,  water  inconvenient,  medium  height  ceiling,  ventilated  by 
lowering  wdndows,  desks  against  the  wall,  poorly  seated,  small  black¬ 
board,  no  school  apparatus  of  any  kind,  general  appearance  and  order 
good,  number  of  scholars  in  the  district,  eighty-one,  number  wdio  attend 
school  regular  twenty-five,  teachers  ability  to  govern  and  teach  good. 
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School  No.  6. — An  elegant  frame  house  on  the  road  side,  play 
ground,  the  road,  water  inconvenient,  ventilated  by  lowering  the  win¬ 
dows,  average  size  black-board,  no  maps,  charts  or  globes  of  any  kind 
to  aid  in  illustrating  principles,  number  of  children  in  the  district  fifty- 
three,  average  number  who  attend  school  regular,  twenty;  general 
appearance  good,  order  poor,  teachers  ability  to  teach  middling. 

School  No.  7. — A  large  frame  house,  play  ground  school  lot  con¬ 
taining  an  area  of  ten  thousand  five  hundred  square  feet,  ceiling  of 
school  room  fifteen  feet  high,  ventilated  by  lowering  the  windows, 
Holbrooks  patent  desks  and  seats,  three  hundred  feet  of  black-board 
surface,  a  set  of  Mitchell’s  out  line  maps,  Wilson’s  school  and  family 
charts  for  the  purpose  of  giving  object  lessons,  a  common  school  set 
of  Holbrook’s  apparatus,  &c.,  number  of  children  in  the  district,  one 
hundred  and  fifteen,  average  number  who  attend  school  regular,  sixty- 
five,  general  appearance  and  order  good,  class  of  advanced  pupils. 

School  No.  8. — Frame  house  on  road  side,  play  ground,  the  road, 
no  shade  trees,  poorly  seated,  desks  are  boards  fastened  against  the 
wall,  ventilated  by  raising  windows,  no  black-board  deserving  the 
name,  hats,  bonnets,  &c.,  against  the  wall,  general  appearance  indif¬ 
ferent,  order  good,  whole  number  of  children  in  the  district,  seventy, 
average  number  attending  school  regular,  twenty-five,  teachers  ability 
to  teach,  good.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  I  think  that  our  schools 
will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  adjoining  townships.  Our 
teachers  have  been  examined  and  licensed  according  to  law  by  the 
superintendent  and  trustees,  and  have  borne  a  satisfactory  examina¬ 
tion.  Irregularity  in  attendance  seems  to  be  one  of  the  great  hind¬ 
rances  to  the  pupil’s  progress  v;ith  which  the  teachers  have  to  contend, 
and  I  do  believe  that  this  could  be  in  a  great  measure  overcome,  if 
trustees  and  parents  were  to  visit  their  schools  more  frequently  than 
they  do,  and  by  so  doing  teach  their  children  to  look  upon  the  school 
of  primiary  importance,  but  it  is  too  much  the  case  that  children  often 
attend  school  month  after  month,  and  see  neither  an  officer  of  the 
school  or  parent  within  the  school  room.  They  begin  to  think  that  it 
matters  not  whether  they  are  industrious  or  idle,  or  whether  they  come 
to  school  at  all  or  not,  as  no  one  seems  to  be  interested  in  their  pro¬ 
gress  except  the  teacher,  and  that  he  is  so  because  it  is  in  his  “  way 
of  business.”  Hence  a  teacher’s  injunctions  and  examples  often  fall 
powerless  for  the  want  of  the  quickening  influences  of  a  parents  en¬ 
dorsement,  and  the  children  are  taught  to  look  upon  school  and  all  its 
duties  as  of  quite  secondary  importance.  It  is  not  my  sphere  nor  my 
intention  to  apologize  for  the  trustees  and  parents  non-fulfilment  of 
this  special  duty,  viz. ;  visiting  their  schools. 

ELISHA  M.  ALLEN, 
Town  Superintendent. 


16G 


SCHOOL  EEPOLT. 


INDEPENDENCE. 

The  condition  of  our  schools  remains  much  the  same  as  during  the 
year  previous,  with  but  one  exception.  We  have  increased  our  town¬ 
ship  tax  for  schools  from  one  to  two  dollars  per  scholar ;  this  measure 
was  opposed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  by  our  heavy  tax  payers,  and  the 
present  incumbent  was  even  threatened  with  defeat  if  he  continued  to 
favor  the  increase  of  school  tax,  but  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  in¬ 
crease  was  made — carried  by  quite  a  majority.  The  effect  of  this 
change  is  already  felt  in  our  schools,  although  the  tax  has  not  yet 
been  paid  in.  Teachers  have  been  employed  in  all  our  schools,  with 
but  one  exception,  some  of  them  at  an  advanced  rate.  Some  parts  of 
our  township  contain  a  scattered  population,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  number  of  children  in  each  district  in  those  parts  is  small ;  here¬ 
tofore  the  amount  of  school  fund  was  insufficient,  without  high  rate  of 
tuition,  to  support  or  rather  obtain  a  good  teacher.  Teachers  were 
usually  hired  at  a  low  salary,  and  did  not  succeed  well  in  managing 
their  respective  schools,  but  now  the  prospect  is  better. 

P.  N.  JACOBUS, 

Toiun  Superintendent. 


LOPATCONG. 

The  schools  of  this  township  are  in  a  good  condition.  The  teachers 
are  faithful  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  give  satisfaction  in 
their  respective  districts,  and  moreover  •were  not  allowed  to  teach  a 
day  before  they  ’^vere  examined  and  licensed  by  me  and  the  trustees, 
who  needed  them.  I  visited  their  schools  afterwards,  and  was  well 
satisfied  with  their  manner  of  teaching  and  the  amount  of  labor  that 
they  performed  in  a  day.  In  short,  I  have  left  no  duty  undone,  as 
Town  Superintendent,  the  performance  of  which  was  requisite  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  efficiency  of  the  public  schools  of  the  towmiship. 

A"ou  will  perceive  from  my  report  that  this  township  is  small,  yet 
there  are  two  parts  of  school  districts  therein,  of  which  I  give  no 
account  in  compliance  with  your  remarks,  as  the  school  buildings  are 
located  in  adjoining  townships. 

The  school  money  of  the  township  is  used  almost  exclusively  for 
tuition,  very  little  being  used  for  fuel,  &c.,  not  as  much  as  the  school 
law  allows. 

JOHN  B.  \YELDEN, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MANSFIELD. 

Y'our  second  series,  herewith  returned,  are  answered  as  correctly 
as  are  my  sources  of  information.  The  difficulty  in  giving  you  these 
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statistics  entirely  correct  is  in  consequence  of  the  utter  impossibility 
of  getting  the  reports  regular  and  in  due  form  from  the  teachers, 
and,  until  some  plan  is  devised  to  correct  this  difficulty,  all  the  an¬ 
noyance,  inconvenience  and  difficulty  arising  therefrom  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  exist. 

Permit  me  also  to  suggest,  that  if  it  be  necessary  for  town  super¬ 
intendents  to  spend  their  time  with  and  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  it 
would  be  quite  in  order  to  allow  them  something  like  fair  pay  for 
their  services.  Traveling  with  a  horse,  which  is  often  necessary  in 
the  country,  and  paying  expenses  for  one  dollar  per  day,  simply 
amounts  to  a  very  strong  inducement  for  such  officers  to  neglect  their 
duties,  so  far,  at  least,  as  visiting  schools  is  concerned.  I  am  aware 
of  instances  where  public  schools  have  not  received  a  visit  from  the 
superintendent  under  whose  charge  they  were  for  the  space  of  two 
and  three  years,  and  this  state  of  things  will  also  continue  to  exist 
until  the  cause,  illiberal  compensation,  from  which  it  springs,  is  re¬ 
moved. 

Our  school  houses  are  in  much  the  same  condition  as  at  last  report. 
Of  the  schools,  however,  I  can  say,  that  five  of  the  six  which  we 
have  in  the  township  have  been  well  taught,  and  are  slowly  but  cer¬ 
tainly  overcoming  difficulties  with  which  they  have  been  beset.  The 
interest  manifested  by  our  citizens  in  educational  affairs  is,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  also  improving ;  especially  is  this  the  case  in  localities 
where  our  best  and  most  efficient  schools  are  located.  We  have, 
however,  one  district  which  seems  given  over  to  eternal  wrangling ; 
they  have  been  at  it  frequently  for  years.  I  have  tried  every  means 
in  my  power  to  get  them  reconciled,  but  so  far  all  in  vain.  Their 
school  house  has  become  so  poor  that  no  school  can  comfortably  be 
kept  in  it  during  the  winter  months,  hence  I  have  given  them  notice 
to  close  it  during  the  present  season,  hoping  thereby  to  bring  them  to 
a  sense  of  their  duty.  Aside  from  this  we  have  perfect  harmony  in 
all  the  schools  of  our  township. 

Finally,  as  I  shall  probably  soon  close  my  duties  as  a  school  officer, 
permit  me  to  hope  that  success  will  soon  crown  the  noble  efforts  of 
the  friends  of  free  schools  and  school  officers  of  every  grade,  which 
are  being  put  forth  to  disentangle  our  noble  school  system  from  all 
impediments,  and  send  it  forth  disenthralled  and  unobstructed,  to 
scatter  its  ^ems  of  mental  culture  among  all  the  youth  of  this  fair 
land. 

WILLIAM  KARR, 

To^vn  Superintendent. 


PHILLIPSBURG. 

In  reviewing  the  condition  of  our  schools  for  the  past  year,  I  think 
there  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  their  management,  and 
some  progress  by  the  children  in  the  various  branches  taught  in  the 
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scliools.  The  people  generally  seem  anxious  to  have  good  schools 
and  good  teachers,  and  are  willing  to  be  taxed  for  the  privilege.  We 
can  only  have  the  former  by  securing  the  latter,  and  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  after  so  many  years  of  experience  we  have  succeeded  no 
better  than  we  have.  Until  thorough  literary  attainments,  practice 
and  experience  in  the  modern  sfyle  of  teaching  are  regarded  as  re¬ 
quisite  qualifications  for  the  teachers  of  our  public  schools,  our  pro¬ 
gress  will  be  very  slow  indeed.  The  teachers  employed  in  our  schools 
have  all  been  examined  and  licensed  according  to  law. 

A  fine  improvement  has  been  made  to  one  of  our  academies  by 
putting  a  new  fence  around  the  lot,  sodding  it  and  planting  shade 
trees  around  the  entire  premises.  In  consequence  of  the  rapid  in¬ 
crease  of  the  population  of  our  town,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety, 
at  no  distant  day,  of  consolidating  the  two  districts  and  erecting  a 
new  building  for  a  high  school,  for  the  benefit  of  those  children  who 
wish  to  pursue  the  higher  branches,  after  having  passed  through  the 
ordinary  branches  taught  in  our  public  schools,  and  also  for  a  special 
law  creating  a  school  board  for  the  borough.  These  are  suggestions 
which  wdll,  no  doubt,  be  plainly  seen  and  acted  upon  by  the  friends 
of  public  schools.  The  only  branches  taught  in  our  schools  at 
present  are  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography,  grammar  and 
book-keeping.  J.  R.  LOVELL, 

Toivn  Superintendent. 

WASHINGTON. 

The  report  for  this  township  does  not  include  the  children  who  have 
attended  schools  in  adjoining  townships,  except  as  to  the  aggregate 
number  residing  in  the  township.  The  schools  have  been  very  much 
embarrassed  on  account  of  a  disarrangement  in  their  financial  mat¬ 
ters.  The  attendance  has  been  greater  in  the  present  than  it  was  in 
the  preceding  year. 

Our  national  affairs  tend  materially  to  divert  the  attention  of 
parents  from  the  condition  of  their  schools,  and  I  very  much  fear 
that  the  increasing  taxation  for  government  purposes  will  soon  be  the 
means  of  defeating  the  present  method  of  raising  school  funds  by 
taxation  in  the  townships,  which,  if  so,  must  be  greatly  regretted  by 
every  friend  of  public  schools.  Ready  and  necessary  funds  for  con¬ 
ducting  the  schools  is  the  foundation  upon  which  they  stand.  Every 
business  requiring  money  can  be  conducted  with  greater  success  by 
having  the  necessary  means  at  hand,  and  this  applies  as  well  to  our 
schools  as  to  industrial  pursuits.  I  think  it  is  very  important  for  the 
friends  of  education  to  consider  well  how  much  the  interest  of  our 
public  schools  may  be  affected  by  Avhat  will  be  the  probable  future 
condition  of  the  country,  and  to  guard  as  far  as  possible  the  future 
interest  of  our  public  schools. 

JOSEPH  VLIET, 

Toivn  Superintendent. 
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